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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Abyssinia. 


Part VI. 


[21047] No. l. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorsl. 

(No. .6. Africa.) Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 

’ I HAVE received and careftilly considered your despatch No. 8. Africa, of the 
28th Mav, relative to the affairs of* the Bank of Abyssinia, and I request that you 
will convey to Mr. Rowlatt the substance of the following observations upon his 

* I have noted with satisfaction the anxiety expressed by the Governor of the 
National Bank of Egypt that in this matter his Board should not act contrary to 
the wishes of Ilis Majesty's Government, who. for their j»art, are desirous of 
seeing the existence of the Bank of Abyssinia maintained, especially ns an 
Abyssinian non-political institution. 

’ Mr. Rowlatt appears to think that Ilis Majesty's Government intended especially 
to urge that the siege of the bank should he transferred to Adis Ababa. This is not 
so; His Majesty's Government fully recognise the practical difficulties in the way of 
such a step, and their object in referring to this point was merely to bring out the fact 
that in this particular the terms of the charter had not Immmi fulfilled by the 
concessionnaires. and it therefore behoved them to move warily in accusing the 
Abyssinian Government of breaches of the concession. 

* With regard to Mr. Rowlatt's pro|H»sj.l for a committee of six nt Adis Ababa, 
I must, in the tlrst place, observe that His Majesty'* Government cannot undertake 
to put forward such a suggestion t« the other Govaramants; to do so would bo for 
Ilis Majesty’s Government to n< imo that special interest in the Bank of Abyssinia 
which they have steadfastly disclaimed, and would Ik* doing work which, in my 
oninion. lie* more properly in the province of the foreign delegates on the board of 


r 


I, lies more properly in the province of the foreign delegates ■ 

Moreover, I fear that the establishment of such a committee at Adis Ababa, 
which would still, by Mr. Rowlatt's scheme, lie under the complete control of tho 
board in Cairo, would’ not sullice to remove the suspicions of the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment. I am of opinion that this can only be done if the Hoard withdraw the 
reservation which they have attached to their promise to consult tho Government of 
Abyssinia on matters of importance. Ibis reservation appeal* to me to liavc hut 
little practical value, since, ns was |s>inled out in my despatch No. 18, Africa, of tlio 
7th Mav List any unwarrantable injury done by the Abyssinian Government lo tho 
interest's of the shareholders would in any ease call for the intervention of the l’owers. 
while the existence of the reservation does not strengthen the shareholders rights 
under tho concession, and increases the Abyssinians' mistrust of the bank. 

I recognise, however, that Mr. Rowlatt's committee would, if accepted by 
Menelek. be a possible solution of the difficulty, especially if the ultimate contra 
in Cairo wen- made as little obvious as possible, and if the committee accommodated 
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themselves to the best of their powers to the wishes of the Abvssinians. The proposal 
is however, one which, in my opinion, should first be submitted to the Emperor 
Menelek. His Majesty s Government are prepared, so far as they are directly 
concerned, to nRrco to the committee, if the suRRestion is accepted by the Abvssiniau 
Government. hut in the contrary case it is clearlv uielets for His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to urRo Menelek to agree to a proposal which is not agreeable to him! 

Lastly, I must observe that, in my despatch No. 18. Africa, of the 7th May lost 
X did not suggest, as Mr. Itowlatt appears to think, that the announcement of 
Mr. Goldie 8 dismissal should be deferred, but that the dismissal itself should not lie 
aimed into effect immediately. It does not seem to me fair to Mr. Goldie to dismiss 
him. anil at the same time to make use. in the interests of the hank, of his name and 
the miluence lie has gained at Adis Abaha, which would be the effect of Mr. Rowlatt’s 
suggestion, and I should strongly deprecate such a course. 

I am, Ac, 

E. GREY. 


[25207] No. 2. 

(No 3!>) Urd " Hrmt 10 S ' r £dward (lrr ’ —< Krm'rrd July 5.) 

. , Adi* Ababa, June 10, 1909. 

I V r n • ‘° .'T," r l ?, r T r ' lh “' Dr ’ "•ho recently acted as Gennan 

charge d affaires at Adis Ababn, retunic.1 from Germany about three weeks ago in 
order io take up lus post ns advisor to the Kmperor. 

A house has been given to him, and lie has receival everv courtesy from the 
Abyssinian*, but until now no official duties have been assigned to him. The fact 

wifr'l^l .’h . r k AI,yM1 " IUna ' t , or ® P° r " ll »' i "l in«” asking for .. against their 

will, an,I that they have now no use for Ins servicoi. Dr. Zintgraff demands that he 
should lie given some sort of control over the .Ministers, but the mint they appear 
willing to grant ,s that he should be attached U) on- of them, in which ease lie would 
have no authority whatever, and occupy a somewhat degrading position. 

A German tutor who canto out recently to assist Lij lyasu in his studies lias 
similarly been waiting in vain to commence his duties, and I hear now he has been told 
Ins work will lie to teach in tho school, nnd that his services for Ivasu will not bo 
required at present. 

viewer,'! 1,10 " Pra 'T c'' 1 '"'?' ,loclor in on the Emperor is less favourably 

viiwe.1 than was at lirst the ease, and I hear that His Majesty has several times 
enquired when Ins former physician, I)r. Vitalien, was likely to arrive. 

I have. Ac. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


[25209] N„. j. 

(No II ) L °" 1 " """'I 8ir Mwtntl Grey.—(Received July 5.) 

8 ' r ' I 1IUT.I u , Adit Abehr, June 11, 1009. 

,1... J I “ , rpp0 r t l " u roconl ''csratrhos from Mr. Zaphiro show that 

there lias been no change for tho better on the frontier since the passing of Major 
Gwynn s boundary commission. 1 1 

n.'i-i The army under Fitaurari Woldi sent by Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis remained but a 
few days on the frontier owing to insufficiency of rations. During their stav a number 
of elephant hunters crossed the line to evade them, and continual killing elephants in 
Untish territory as before. 1 have, however, made no further complaint on this head 
mi, according to Major Gwynn s reports, there seems considerable doubt as to whether 
three elephants are caught in British or Abyssinian territory, and owing to the rai£ 
wbichbegan some time ago the hunters will have relumed to the highlands 

there have also been further raids in the Hendille country, a number of sheep and 
Urn Ikimn f®".' , h d -|?h man “¥• k'itaurari Hapta Giorgis had given orders to 
the Horan chiefs to build houses on the north of the line and station 100 soldiers there 
STM* h ", n !? r8 a "1 ral,icre ' but , •* authority at such a distance seems to be 
little regarded, and the soldiers come and go as they please 

Whenever similar rai.ls are brought to the notice of the Fitaurari steps of some 


kind appear to be taken to check the marauders, but no means of an effective or 
permanent nature are devised, so that after a temporary lull tho raids begin again. 
Only the establishment, long delayed, of a sufficient force under British officers is likely 
to produce any real improvement. 

I am instructing Mr. Zaphiro, who is without sufficient stores to be able to remain 
indefinitely at his post, to come up to Adis Abeba after the rainy season is over, about 
the end of September. He should arrive here about tho same time as Major Gwynn’s 
report ami recommendations on the line, and his presence should be most useful when 
the arguments have to lie laid Wore tho Abyssinian Government. He will also bo 
able to bring such definite proofs against the minor chiefs who are responsible for 
raiding as may be required to secure their punishment. A small guard would be loft 
at Morale consisting of the m(»st reliable men he can find for the purpose. 

Should this not meet with your approval, I would ask that instructions to the 
contrary may l»o telegraphed to me in time to prevent his leaving his post. 

I have, Ac. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


[25679) No. 4. 

Lord II. Ilerrey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adit Ababa, July 5, 1009. 

RAILWAY. Following is confidential:— 

There is no change in the situation. Owing to the Emperor’s renewed weak 
condition, the representative of the now company is still awaiting nn audience of tho 
Emperor. 

Tho agent of the Trust Company informs mo that the intention of tho Abyssinian 
Government is to eventually offer to reconsider the concession, making it a general 
condition that the words " Abyssinian Government" shall In- substituted for tho words 
*• French Government" wherever the latter expression is used in the agreement 
between the French Government and the new company. 

The impossibility of such conditions being accepted scorns apparent. 


[21565] No. 5. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cainbon. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 

ON the 10th June Inst your Excellency was good enough to hand to me a 
draft of identic instructions which the Government of the Republic wsro willing 
to agree should be issued to the representatives of tho three limitrophe Powers in 
Abyssinia. 

I have carefully compared iho version given mo by your Excellency with that 
drawn up by the Italian Government, and I now have tho honour to offer the 
following observations on the subject:— 

Article 1. Modus procedmdi It apuuaro to Ilia Majesty’s Government that the 
tendency of this clause, in Iwth the Italian and French versions, is to limit unduly 
the discretion of the representatives. The important points ure— 

(a.) To ensure loyal and continuous interchange of information on questions 
"d'intMt conimun," that is, questions where it is to the interest of all three 
limitrophe Powers, though perhafw not of all to the same degree, to gain the assent 
of the Government of Abyssinia to some particular measure or concession, or 
questions where the three Powers are all alike interested, though again not necessarily 
to the same degree, in opposing the action of some outside Power: and 

(6.) To prevent any difference of opinion among the three Powers being made 
manifest to the Abyssinian Government, though it is obvious that the economic 
development of Abyssinia must entail a certain amount of commercial rivalry 
between the nationals of the three Powers, and it is impossible to reconcile beforehand 
by hard and fast rules these conflicting interests. 





I have annexed to this note a suggested wording of Article 1 which ainu at 
meeting these points, and to which His Majesty's Government would bo prepared to 
assent. ' 

_ Article 2.—nis Majesty's Government accept the wording of the Italian and 
French drafts. 

Article 3.—The French draft omits the clause authorizing the representatives to 
spend an ngrecd-ii[ion sum in securing the protection of some jsiwerfui chief or chiefs 
in the event of disturbance when the Emperor Menelck dies. Should such a danger 
arise, the representatives would in all prolability not have time in which to refer to 
their respective Governments, and therefore Ilis Majesty's Government consider that 
it would he well to settle this point in advance, and that the three Governments 
should agree to their representatives having anthoritv to promise a definite sum to 
secure the safety of foreigners in Adis Ababa. The amount should be fixed before¬ 
hand, and Ills Majesty's Government would suggest 5,000/. for each Power as suitable 
and sufficient. 

Article 4.—Ilis Majesty’s Government agree to this article, and are prepared to 
accept either the French or the Italian wonling. 

Article 5 (of the Italian draft) lias been omitted from the French version 
bocause article 7 of the I'raneo-Abyssinian treaty of the 10th January, 1901, contains 
an arrangement for the trial of cases in Abyssinia in which French citizens are 
concerned, of which the other Powers are at liberty to avail themselves in virtue of 
the most-favoured.nation clauses in their own treaties. 

It appears, however, to His Majesty’s Government that the arrangement arrived 
at in the French treaty does not offer a complete solution of the question of foreign 
jurisdiction in Abyssinia, ainco the laws in force in that country are not adequate to 
deal with the difficulties of modern jurisprudence. Ilis Majesty’s Government are, 
therefore, of opinion Hint the question is one which might well lie discussed by the 
three representatives at Adis Ababa, and for this reason desire to see article 5 of the 
Italian draft retained. Should the representatives not lie able to suggest a more 
satisfactory solution, the arrangement provided by the French treaty will still hold 
good, and in any case the consideration of the question by the three’ representatives 
can in the meantime in no way affect the validity of that arrangement. 

Article 6 (of Italian draft: article 5 of French version).—His Majestv's Govern¬ 
ment arc prepared to accept the wording of the Italian draft. 

Article 7 (of Italian dmft) is eliminated from the French version, because the 
arms traffic question has been carried liefore the Brussels conference. A-, however, 
this conference has I icon postponed until December next, it appears to Ilis Majesty's 
Government that there would lie some advantage in the Representatives receiving 
instructions in tile sense of the Italian draft, since it would obviously lie desirable 
that the Kiu|x>ror Menelek should as soon as |iossihle take measures to prevent 
Abyssinia being flooded with arms, which come into the hands of overv native in the 
country, Abyssinia, Galla, Gumgui. Somali, or Danakil, and constitute a standing 
menace to the peace of the surrounding territories. Anv preventive steps that the 
Negus may be induced to take would of course be without prejudice to any 
settlement which may subsequently bo reached by the Powers at the Brussels 
conference. 

His Majesty's Government would therefore desire to see thin article retained. 

Article 8 (of Italian : article Oof French draft).—Hi* Majesty's Government are 
m entire concurrence with the sense of this article, and nre 'prepared to accept 
whichever wording may be finally selected. 

I enclose, for your Excellency's convenience, a copy of the draft instructions in 
the form to which His Majesty's Government are prepared to assent, and in conclusion 
I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the Italian Ambassador has also 
been acquainted with my observations as set forth above. 

I have, Ac. 

_ E. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 5. 

Draft Identic Instructions. 

ARTICLE 1. Afin de sauvegarder les interets communs en Abyssinie des trois 
Puissances limitrophes, ainsi que les inUSrets particulars sp&jifiy dans I'accord du 


13 dfoembre, 1006, et afin d’^viter quo le Gouvcrnement abvssin soil mis au courant 
de tout difftrend qui pourrait aurgir entre les trois Puissances, les roprtteentants de ces 
dernteres devront so tenir r^ciproquement informds de toutes les questions de nature k 
afTecter leurs interets communs vis-h-vis soit du Gouvcrnement abvssin soit d’uno 
tierce Puissance. 

Dans tout cas oh une difference d'opinions surgirnit entre les repr/«entants quant 
& savoir si une affaire ddtcrminle concorne les intlrfts communs ou non, ou dans lo 
cas ou l’avanccment des inUSnHs d'une des Puissances semlderait entralner des riaquea 
de prdjuger les intents d’une des autres, les representants devront s'efforeer d’arriver 
k un accord entre eux sur 1c point, et, s’ils no peuvent s'accorder, ils devront en nSfdrer 
h leurs Gouvernements respcctifs. Ils ne devront en aucun cas faire aucune demarche 
qui pourrait moner le Gouvcrnement abvssin it croire que les trois Puissances nc sont 
pas d'accord dans lour politique envers 1’Abyssinie. 

Art. 2. Les representants des trois Puissances s’abstiendront do demandcr ou 
d'appuyer les concessions qui se tnmveront en contradiction avoc l’esprit do I'accord 
du 13 d^cembre, 1906, en tint qu'cllcs pourraient leser les i.ntArAt.s communs de Pune 
ou de plusicurs Puissances signataires, et s’opposcront eonjointoment s’il cst n«$cessnire 
aux concessions do ce genre qui scraient demandtfes directement, soit par leurs sujets, 
soit par des Puissances tierces. 

Art. 3. Les trois representants, en conformity do (’opinion ou’ils ont cxprimdo 
unanimement le 25 aoftt, 1906, en favour de la reunion ties residences des legations 
dans un scul quartier, sont autorisos it proc&ler h la construction do lours legations 
respoctives au non! du terrain Kahana, dans la locality ddjh choisio, on les fortifiant 
de fa^on it ce qu'ellos soient u memo de roister k un assaut subit de la foule <|iii 
pourrait se produiro commc suite des dcaordres occasionin'** par la mort de Mendlik ou 
par d’autres 6v6ncments pareils, et en les approvisionnant do sorte que, on do pnreils 
ens, dies puissent suflir aux besoins dot sujets curopecm. Les trois roprdsentants 
auront soin d’agir dis maintenant suprAs du Gouvcrnement (Hhiopicn pour solliciter 
et ohtenir do celui-ri les garanties et les mesuros preventives qu’ils conaidAreront 
commes n£ce*saires pour la shreto des legations et des Europdcns rtaidant it Addis- 
Ahaha mime en cas de ddsordres, pour quo 1‘on puisse compter pleinoinent sur 
le Gouvcrnement ithiopien ct limiter I’initiativc des trois repn'wentnnta i\ co qui 
sera mSccssaire pour se primunir contre l’oventualiti d’uno menaco subito et 
isolec. 

Dans cc dernier but les trois reprdsentants sentendront entre eux quant au 
moment favorable pour s’assurer l’appui de Pun ou de plusicurs parini les chofs 
influents. 

Los trois representants sont autorisis, pour attcindre cos rdsultats, it dipen scr los 
soinmes qui soront mises ii leurs dispositions par leurs Gouvernements respectifs. 

Art. 4. AuvsitAt que les trois represen- Art. 4. D<S quo les trois repnjsentints 
tants auront appris le d&*V do Minilik, apprendront la mort de Minilik. ils con- 
ils convoqucront leurs collAgues de toutes voqueront leurs colligues dc touU*.s les 
les autres Puissances afin de deliberer au autres Puissances |>ourdecider les mesuros 
sujet de la protection des legations ct des h prendre pour la protection des ligations 
ressortissants respcctifs, oonformimentnux ct des sujets respcctifs, en conformiti des 
instructions contcnues dans le jki igrnphe instructions contenucs dans le (lanigranho 
pricidcnt. Ils informcront immediate- president, ct informeront, si jiossiblc, 
ment, s’il est possible, leurs Gouvcrnc- immidiatemont les Gouvernements aux¬ 
in ents, qui auront h sc conccrtor sur les quels il appartiendra de prendre d’un 
mesuros opportunes k prendre, non seule- commun accord les inesures opportunes 
ment pour garantir leurs inU-rets. inais surtout aux front tores, non settlement 
aussi pour inculquer aux indigenes la pour garantir leurs intirits, mais aussi 
conviction du parfait accord des trois pour donner aux indigenes la persuasion 
Puissances aussi bicnpourcc qui concerne qu’un parfait accord cxisto entre les trois 
le maintiendo rintigritode I'Ethiopio quo Puissances, soit pour inaintcnir l’intigriti 
pour la sauvegarde dc leurs int^rits res- de I’Ethiopie que pour proUSgcr les intcrits 
pcctifs. respcctifs. 

Art. 3. Comrae l’application des lois et usages abyssins cst inadmissible, et, coinmc, 
d’autre part, il est n6cc*saire d’avoir egard, dans la rnesure du possible, aux suscepti¬ 
bility du N6gus, les trois rcpr6sentants sont autorisds a ^laborer, de commun accord, 
un projet tondant a dtablir en fithiopic uue juridiction spocialo pour les EuropAena sur 
la base dc l'application de la juridiction consulaire ou de la creation d’une magistraturc 
pour les Europ4ens ou sur tout autre priueipe de juridiction • qu’ils considoreront 
commc opportun. 

n««3 n 
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££ p„? n „ rai8 ° n d ?, la He la nati0 " la Pl«» f«TorW« accords par l'fithiopie 

/‘ “ r, .w?T i c f lle8 ; cl dou-ent jouir en Rihiopie d’ur. traitement rarfaitenicnt 

S'™? d V ]r | mL ■ , dsd “!“" 8 transit. La trofa «prf* n taSt. dcvro“t, 
| .^'Pr , <l'? em *' nt d « odgociatinns commercial.* conclues 

ou a tonclure, afin d assuror i application du principe d'fcalitd. 

HA,.r ,i',l. < T, P0 ' ?' Cnd " .I"" |M droi “ ™ •ttrtaxes de transit pr uno vein 
«2Sti i 1 son " enl , ““poshes I“»ur l'aranla-c partiol ou total dune Lnoiine ou 
Z ESL’SHE "! devrnnt c * Iru iw.vdo que sur les pemonnos ou marclETXS q u“ 
eromptir ,U0 “"“ I" 1 “ 8uiTr °nt uno autre cn u-ront complement 

reprdsentants sent autorisdes h appuyer auprds de MtSndlik le 
fttl^nfe P- re P rf “ n . ta “‘ “alien |«)ur la repression du tn.Bc dea armea en 
r , . 1 ;" 11 °°I ,,C - <l"i a ddja (U acceptd en principe par le N&uT ct 

tou,cs - — —- w 

nant l-utima"^^ ' M . , ‘ u ;' >li . ona Art. 8. Dana toutea les questions concer¬ 

ns aor!'rt'd,l ,? '|. V re . pr<W " a "' l'utilitd publique. coniine b. .BrettS 

clierclierout a s'entendro avec les collbcuea 
de toutea les autres Puissances. 


[21565J fj 0 . g. 

8ir Edward Grey to !h e Marquis di San Giuliaio. 

Tour Excellency. .. . __ , . „ 

8Uiultf ra ,:„nu’.L b j«t. teIt reply ‘" K • V ° l ' r Kxcellency’a note o/the 

observation, as to .be attitude of HU 

MrswasSSSS5£=arss 

French'tofte. -Hi ’ ' f “ jC8tV ' 8 G ° vcrnmcnt «cept the wording of the Italian and 
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chiefs in the event of disturbance when the Emperor Menelek dies. Should such a 
danger arise, the representatives would in all probability not have time in which to 
refer to their respective Governments, and therefore* His Majesty’s Government 
consider that it would be well to settle this point in advnnce, and that the three 
Governments should agree to their representatives having authority to promise a 
definite sum to secure the safety of foreigners in Adis Ababa. The amount should he 
fixed beforehand, and His Majesty’s Government would suggest 5,000/. for each Power 
as suitable and sufficient. 

Article t.—His Majesty’s Government agree to this article, and are prepared to 
accept cither the French or the Italian wording. 

Article 5 (of the Italian draft) has liccn omitted from the French version, because 
article 7 of the Franco*Abyssinian Treaty of the 10th January, 190S, contains an 
arrangement for the trial of cases In Abyssinia in which French citizens are 
concerned, of which the other Powers are at liberty to avail themselves in virtue of 
the most-favoured-nation clauses in their own treaties. 

It appears, however, to His Majesty's Government that the arrangement arrived 
at in the French treaty does not offer a complete solution of the question of foreign 
jurisdiction in Abyssinia, since the laws in force in that country an; not adequate 
to deal with the difficulties of modern jurisprudence. His Majesty’s Government 
are therefore of opinion that the question is one which might well bo discussed by 
the three representatives at Adis Ababa, and for this reason desire to see article f» of 
the Italian draft retained. Should the representatives not be able to suggest a more 
satisfactory solution, the arrangement provided by the French treaty will still hold 
good ; and in any case the consideration of the question by the three representatives 
can in the meantime in no way affect, the validity of that arrangement. 

Article 6 (of Italian draft: Article 5 of French version).—His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment are prepared to accept the wording of the Italian draft. 

Article 7 (of Italian draft) is eliminated from the French version, because the 
arms traffic question has been carried before the Brussels Conference. As however 
this Conference has been postponed until December next, it appears to His Majesty’s 
Government that there would be some advantage in the representatives receiving 
instructions in the sense of the Italian draft, since it would obviously be desirable that 
the Emperor Menelek should as soon as |N»ssihle take measures to prevent Abyssinia 
being flooded with arms, which come into the hands of every native in the country, 
Abyssinia, Galla, Guragui, Somali, or Danakil, and constitute a standing menace to 
the peace of the surrounding territories. Any preventive steps that the Negus may 
be induced to take would, of course, lie without prejudice to any settlement which 
may subsequently be reached by the Powers at the Brussels Conference. 

His Majesty's Government would therefore desire to see this article retained. 

Article 8 tof Italian. C of French draft).—His Majesty’s Government are in 
entire concurrence with the sense of this article, and are prepared to accept whichever 
wording may be finally selected. 

I enclose, for your Excellency’s convenience, a copy of the draft instructions in 
the form to which His Majesty’s Government arc prepared to assent, and in conclusion, 
I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the French Ambassador has also 
been acquainted with my observations as set forth above. 

Should the Italian Government feci able to do so it w ould bo of advantage if 
they would inform the French Government as soon as possible of their concurrence 
in the views of His Majesty’s Government 

I have, &c. 

E. GItEY 


Inclosure in No. 6. 

Draft Identic Instructions. 
[Already printed : see Inclosure in No. 5.] 
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No. 7. 


Sir Edward Grey to M. Camban. 

Your Excellency, „ . _ _ ....... 

*5^5Ss2^ssa«=w 

by .™%fmSLn 8 0 :TTo l ‘pff ifr' U n d 0 l 1 ^ n r kin ^ 8U ' h P"T 

!“"ird»f'th?SS iLk^"ofTw-pUn acc’^.mff ^TllT 

e ff .. ( , ™„,ni„e,l in article .sl^S^rfo^cr btk^' Pr ° V ‘ 8 ' 0n * U ‘“‘ 
representation of Italian interests in the bTnk PP °“ ' 0 ' • ecuno 8 Proportionate 

sr^s/TVsses stss s ts :rss rsr: » 

Majesty's Government ' Wpt 18 ,n nn - v “"-W the control of Hi, 

lions taTe IuliaTAmhiuadoit** ' '“ Ve ^““•“‘“nec of the above oW„. 

I liavc. Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[23870] No. 8 . 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marqmit di Han GMatu. 

Your Excellency, » . 

(inestiofi'of^in^chonKe'iu 1 ^: arratijjement'ofdi^wtora^ftho'llai/k^ ‘ lb81 tb '' 

Ihci Governor of the National Bank of Egypt that H?s C \iatas^“r U Ci " , ° lo ,nform 
welcome any arrangement whereby the Italhitf cttpiml invratai in tholtank'"?'.I'f "° U ' d 
" £ P Zfrr V re P re ““'« l ‘>" l«ard P of that inaction ° f A '' J ' 88 “ U ‘ 

honour STHt&TS H^M^sT ' Cp, ' V ' 1 *“» ^ 

premature to send instructions to P Adis Alai a until the 5i 0VC | ™" ;, ,'“ 1 ’ llwo,,l| l bo 
stated whether they are willing U, agree to SZX &£ 


of Abyssinia which acquiescence in the wishes of your Excellency's Government may 
entail. 

- 1 k? v e the honour to add that the French Government have also approached His 
Majesty s Government with a request that the latter may instruct their agent at Cairo 
to support his trench colleague in his endeavours to sccuro an increase in the number 
of t rench directors of the Bank of Abyssinia from one to two. 

I have replied that His Majesty's Government are ready to lend their support to 
the Government of the Republic in the matter of proportional representation in the 
same way as to the Italian Government, but that such support can only take the form 
°l d lS expression of the views of His Majesty’s Government to the president of 
the Bank of Abyssinia, since neither that institution nor the National Bank of Egypt 
is in any way under the control of His Majesty’s Government 

I have, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[23870] 


No. 9. 


Sir Edward Grey lo Sir E. Gortl. 

(No. 27. Africa.) 

° ir - Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 

\N 11II reference to my despatch No. 18. Africa, of the 7th .May last, relative to the 
affairs of the Bank of Abyssinia, I transmit to you horewith copies of corroHixmdence, 
ns marked in the margin, on the subjecL 0 

Both the French and Italian Governments an- anxious that the capital of their 
nationals invested in the Bank of Abyssinia should Is* proportionately represented on 
the Board of Directors, and the request does not appear to me to lx* unreasonable. It 
is, however, clear that it is necessary to ascertain first exactly what proportion French 
and Italian investments bear to the whole capital subscribed to the bank, and whether 
thoee investments in reality constitute, ns stated in the Italian memorandum of the .3rd 
May last, one-half of the whole amount 

Further, it is desirable to know the actual composition of the board of the bank at 
present, and how the various countries interested in the bank arc thoro represented. 

I accordingly request that you will furnish me with the necessary information on 
tnese points, and that you will also inform Mr. Rowlatt that His Majesty’s Government 
would welcome any constitution of the board of the Bank of Abyssinia which i nsures 
French and Italian interests being proportionately represented thereon, if that is not 
the case at present, and if such a course appears compatible with the interests of tho 
bank, a point which rests entirely for tho decision of the two boards of tho Bank of 
Abyssinia and of the National Bank of Egypt. 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[24087j [No. 10. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Lord 11. llerrey. 

(No. 73. Confidential.) 

My ^L, , . «■«/,. Office. July 15, 190(1. 

" I III reference to your despatch No. 36 of tho 5th ultimo, rotative to the question 
of the Jibuti railway, I transmit to you herewith, for your confidential information, n 
copy of n cable sent on tlic 27th May last by the Trust Company to their agent in Adis 
Ababa.t 

This telegram, which was founded on a private letter front myself to the Earl of 
Chesterfield, is no doubt the cable referred to in your despatch, mid you will observe 
that Mr. Untilphrys has read it as signifying that instructions were about to be sent to 
yon to support your French colleague in his efforts to secure a renewal of the Vitalien 
concession. No such instructions can. however, be sent until the French Government 
inform mo whether they are prepared to compensate the Trust Company, and should 


[ 1075 ] 
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i^jT" HIT 51 '' 0 " re 5 er ‘l 0 "S"" 1 ' >°° sl «>" Ili K>vc him the same reply as that 

reported m your despatch, which has my entire approval. 

Iam, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[27439] No. 11. 

Proclamation iuuedbp Emperor Menelek 11 on Map IS, lOOO.-^EereireJ at Foreign Office 
.from Him Majesty s Legation at Adis Abeba July 20.) 

Mrmdik nil 1 ™-, la81 l J“ following proclamation was issued by Emperor 
Meaelek Hoc Ethiopia through Fitaumri Ilnhta Giorpis, the Minister of War and 
the President ot the Ethiopian Ministry of State. A gre.t assemblage was held on 
with Sr,: i L:'" 0h “ th f 1 - prl " K 'l’" 1 chicf ‘' S 0 ™" 10 ”. anil officer, of Ethiopia 
an ore t f0 lo "' ,ra and '" I : ll, ' ra pr«cnt. Lij Yasu, the preemptive heir- 
W’ ," n ' nl5 ° P re »nt and was n centre of interest. None of the foreign 
ti l? . rimilDn M P; 7T° ° C '“"- V invi "' dU,e and ■ < was only by accident 

e I,e • • ,<r T . |,r : s, '" t »? '•« i'appened to pa,s that way on ids way to 

« i legation. But it must Ijo remembered that all the foreign le gations 

,"fe informed about eleven months ... Lij Yasu was to suieeed to the 

throne of Ethiopia after Emperor Monelolt’s demise. Neither the Emperor or the 
Em P«’» was present when the public proclamation was rend. ' 

the proclamation ran ns follows :_ 

ll Ye l".''’P ll! of my country Et!.: : my friends, and my children, let me give 
imarts ""ealisl to me by God, which advice I hope God will impress on j our 

“ A f t !'°. ‘.'"I* ° f , tho 'hnperor Theodore', death of all the men who were with 
r.lerh -'i n" M °Y' r . oth . or '‘ Possession, each thought of becoming the 
wl a lmn. k ^ J 1 ' 0 " thcr « but they only wiped each other off uselessly. Subsequently 
what happened to Emperor Johns people you are all aware of. It was neither 
Eavo aora ™ r ' ^ 0U * y “ , " 1 l-,lvytUst rauml their destruction. This you 

not u idi'To n.M n nnd my friends, do not be envious ono of the other and do 
not wish to mid another s possessions to your own. As I have kept you so far in 
affection, so I beg you continue to live in affection and unison. If you arc united 
eo Intrv t" "V ”" 1 a '", 1 destroy each other through envy, you will not give vour 
arc ,c\ r, no . JTr ^ "" rai8,ortunc " in befall your imntry. Wherever'vou 
Witch other hredErem ^ ™ tr ““ of a "- v '“‘e’ (invader,. 

" Having hy the grace of God ruled over you so long I give you this advice but 
W g ifTl r“ v °T a '‘" r ""' 1 '»"* '"'. re °; am going to bouiir'vou 

and ,1 V 1 r 001 * " ' ‘° P r J l,m R niy child's life as I wish it, then lie with my child 

SSffi ffireT^all!.. hi '" ^ ~ - —'/of the 

both“in £22? ,l T rh n”'" 1 J IC5 ° ," ord “ ,hat 1 llave written let him 1* accursed 
from my wiu'be occurred!"'' " *“ D * “ 1 “ .. '«* h “ —« <*parU 


A i ? ollowmg the reading of the Emperor's proclamation, Abuna Matheos the 
Archbishop of Ethiopia, made (ho following speech:_ 

Israel ^',1 m> ll'’t'fl”* olli Jd">n > listen to the words of your father. David the King of 
iT m i i I'i' ‘° 1 ! irart God - white yet in life gave his kingdom, which he had 
nitablislied with much trouble, to Ins Moved son. All men must rasa nwnv ■ it is onlv 

ha°v nv frem'hi, A^'tT' rf" M " n ^? k "' f riend of God ®"d Emperor of' Ethiopia, 
the Fridmibw ! ' un ,' "° W ' v '. th " ,uch grace and ability, established 

eobielde^' p' >n bmpire and li iyuig given it to his child after his rest let your will 
comcide with his and be obedient to him. if after his (Emperor's) rest any man aavs 
^l n fP 0m J° d ., C, " ld ,lia " ™te. lot God blot out Ins name from ids kindred 
and from lus inheritance. Let him bechildlcss and let the bread he cats and the water 
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he drinks be accursed unto him. Let him also who follows him be accursed. Let the 
curses of Judah and Aryos (Areopagus) overtake him. When our Lord Jesus Christ 
gave authority to his disciples he said, I.et what you bind in earth be bound in Heaven. 
So I. with the authority given me by him excommunicate everyone who departs from 
these words. Let alone by word even my bones in the grave will not absolve him.” 


[26955] No. 12. 

Sir Fdtrard Grey to Lord II. Ilervey. 

(No. 77.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 22, 1909. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 33 of the 20th May last, transmitting a 
despatch from Mr. Zaphiro respecting the southern frontier line of Abyssinia. 

Mr. Zaphiro's despatch has l>een referred to Major Gwynn for his observations, 
which will lx? einl>odicd in his general report of tiio work of the recent delimitation 
commission. Some time must necessarily elapse before the report and maps are ready 
for consideration, but if the Abyssinian Government meanwhile make any protest 
against the line which Mr. Znphiro is treating as the frontier between Abyssinia and 
British East Africa, or if Herr Schubert and the Abyssinian commissioners, who are, I 
understand from your despatch, not far Irom the capital, and unlikely to ndvanco 
before the end of the rains, return to Adis Ababa and wish to discuss the question, 
you should rejdy that, until Major Gwynn's report and mans are ready, such a 
discussion would Ik* merely academic, and you arc not authorised to enter into it. 

You should add that a- . >on ns the necessary information is in the possession of 
Jlis Majesty's Government "ill of course l>e ready to receive the observations 
of the Abyssinian Government, hut in the meantime it is clearly necessary that there 
should be some recognised line of demarcation between British and Abyssinian 
territory, nnd His Majesty's Government intend to consider the frontier marked by 
Major Gwynn ns such provisionally, and you should point out that the difficulty, if it 
arises, has been solely caused hy the uction of tin* Abyssinian Government in not 
sending their commissioners to accompany Major Gwynn in accordance with the 
recognised arrangement. 

I am, &c. 

E. GltEY. 


[23818] No. 13. 

Sir Kdirnrd Grey to Lord II. Ilervey. 

(No. 79A 

My Ixird, ^ Foreign Office , July 23, 1909. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of the Soudan intelligence report for 
June last. 0 

1 shall be glad to receive any inlormation you may possess on the various 
matters connected with Abyssinia i this report, and especially as to the rumoured 
deposition of Has Guksa and the ca • of l)cja7. Joti, on whose behalf you appear to 
have made representations to the Abvssinian Government. 

Iam, &c. 

E. GREY. 


[27944] No. 14. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 

Dear Sir Edward, Italian Embassy, London, Juiy 23, 1909. 

BY your note of the 13th July you were kind enough to inform mo that you 
were instructing His Majesty’s agent at Cairo to inform the governor of the Notional 
Bank of Egypt that His Majesty’s Government would welcome any arrangement 
whereby the Italian capital invested in the Bank of Abyssinia will be proportionately 
represented on the board of the lank. 

* Soudui Intelligence Report, No. 177. 
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feele I x^mct^W i “°J -f hatMr F | , T ; P"*-nt in London, and I ,hould 

Um TfiJfer f S" ' T ° U d klndi y. ,ako opportunity lo approach him on 

mi” h! 1 T r ,! Government consider that tiro of the moralr-r. of the board 
character the w"' "n thev t thi . n ^ «“» '< the board had a more internal 
Abanin W ° U Wlth les * opposition from the native element in 

Sincerely yours, 

di 8AN GIUMANO. 


[28498] No . 1B . 

Major Gicgnn 11.K., to Foreign Office.—(Received July 28.) 

olhSii^TL'T T <° aobnowlcdgo^ho ^ Tib. 

SSteM No - 83 of 11,0 

^™ e A tCb ™J t, *' Ved . after 1 lla, ‘ completed' the .iraftof a memorandum 
dealing with the situation on the southern frontier, a copy of which is now inclosed 
t 1 ‘W-k. !*?» Wt With^ the mcmoranln" 1 

frontier *e.f , difference of opinion as to facts is that whereas I consider the 

Mora C ioya e ean he sufficiently watched hy patrols liasisl on the wells near 

adequate hose! ’ Z “ pl " r ° thiDk * * hat lhe «“ ««rroU doe. not form Z 

the n^rn'mimlihofT'^ 1 K ,° U “ '? mo " • fr « c ‘i*? e“i« if the wells detailed in 
the first l«ragrnph of Mr. /apliiro s despatch could lie included in British territory. 

• ‘'-aphtro is unwillin| to recognize that hy tho treaty of December 1007 wo 
; ;' ' d a *“P» ««! and that the mem fact that it is a lid 

•^rgnin is no ground for repudiation 

hat0 left 11,0 best of the " Golbo ” to Abyssinia can onlv 
ramhim 'e Ik"*— * h ?“ n ®, ?* l,ta "‘‘ich, ns I have pointed out in the memo 7 
rand urn, tho Abyssinian* have fairly secured under treaty. 

IT 'T sh to ,nain ‘ ain our reputation for straight dealing with the Abvssinian* 
it would bo the worst policy to try and get them luck ^y trickery or mUmpmS 

new m„;° U or tt ,7»K Z' iTll. t ZTZZ ‘^Itf 

Govern,,,ent!' C ° U '" ‘" C ° f lh *> 

„ Ml > ^npbiro's proposal to hide tho meaning of the line as flnallv delimited 
by an indefinite verbal description, in order to allow him to maintain the ch ™ 
he baa up to the present.made, should not, I consider, Is' entertained for a moment 
The rectification of the frontier entailed by my alternative recommendation 

Inr’lTo ,"-Vr? i, ' n l iy f *'■**!*• objections and give": 1 : 1 ;,: 

I., nil I m ■ , , S )ahd p!ea for demanding this rectification is its necessitv 

a "“j , U " USC|CM *° >**« ‘bo demand on the^u d 

that wall r supplies arc required for natives on our side, as this clause in the 
trcai} Riling natives the right to water on cither side of the frontier in accordance 
*. actual pmJuL CU ’ d ' SP ° !, '“ ““ P '“’ hoWev#r u,elcM P~viso would prove 

oee,„L!fo l n eVC "uV’ •‘“'Rb'forward demand for rectification, made good by effective 
0nd W ° U,d «**« “ subterfuge 

Till it is decided whether this rectification is to be demanded, it would nerhan. 
be best to leave things indefinite, and on these grounds I directed Mr Zaiihiro m 
disclaim knowledge of the results of the delimitation west of Morale This was 
sufficiently true, as lie did not accompany the commission beyond that is.int ' ' 

lhe string of names in paragraph 23 * of Mr. Zaphiro's description of the honmW 
means notlnng, hut might be taken as making Mount Burroli a point on the frontier' 

' ' 1 expressly avoided, as the pass between Mount Burroli and the foot of the 
c-cnrp is necessary to the use of the patrols based on Burroli well. 


S« Map, T. S. G. S. [228GJ. 
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It would perhaps be well therefore to instruct Mr. Zaphiro to adhere to my 
directions. 

I should like to add that I fully appreciate the difficulties that will lie added 
to Mr. Zaphiro's position by an abandonment of his previous claims and a stricter 
interpretation of the frontier-line, but it would have been quite beyond the scope of 
my powers as delimitation commissioner to have maintained his claim in full. 

1 have, &c. 

C. W. GWYNN. 


Inclosure in No. 15. 

Memorandum respecting the Southern Frontier of Abyssinia. 

WHEN Captain Maud, K.E., surveyed tho southern frontier of Abyssinia in 
1902-03. be found the Abyssinians in emotive occupation far south of the line 
accepted in principle by the Emperor Mcnelck in 1898. 

He therefore searched for an alternative line which would not entail the 
displacement of the Abyssinians or the necessity of administration on tho British 
side. The line recommended by him was recognised as a working frontier for some 
years, and was finally adopted in tho treaty of the 7th December, 1907. 

Before tho signature «>f the treaty it was found that some form of administration 
was necessary on the British side, despite the concessions which had been made to 
avoid it. Mr. Zaphiro was appointed to watch British interests, and he has established 
what is practically an administration. 

The natives tend to rely on his protection more and more, and tho excellence of 
his work makes it the more necessary to establish its continuity and to regularise it. 
This has for some time been recognised, und Sir J. Harrington submitted a scheme 
for administration by British officers. 

The fact that Mr. Zaphiro was appointed before the treaty was drafted makes his 
position in important essentials different from that of officers who may succeed him. 
His instructions, though defining the working frontier in some detail, summarised tho 
boundary as leaving the low southern plain of the Golbo in British territory and the 
Moran highlands in Abyssinia. 

Acting on these instructions, and latterly following what he believed to be the 
spirit of the treaty, Mr. Zaphiro has always claimed a number of wells as British, 
which the treaty definition of the boundary placed in Abyssinia; nor have the local 
Abyssinian officers disputed his claim. 

These wells are for the most part absolutely essential for the maintenance of 
administration, as tho treaty line excluded nlmost all the permanent water supplies 
from British territory. Thus to tho cast of Churro Moyalo there is no permanent 
water near the frontier for about 100 miles, and to the west for about 180 miles. 

Mr. Zaphiro lias also up to the present been allowed to move freely along the 
frontier in Abyssinian territory, but the privilege cannot bo relied on in future. 

When the detailed delimitation of the frontier, in accordance with the treaty, had 
to be undertaken, it was necessary cither to regularise or abandon Mr. Zaphiro’s 
claims. 

Although the treaty provided ior tho appointment of a joint commission of 
delimitation, the duties of the commissioners were not defined, except in the short 
section between the I)awa Hivcr and Gulf Kiiffolc, where the absence of natural 
features had rendered an exact description of the boundary impossible. 

In the absence of Abyssinian commissioners the British commissioner adopted 
the view that the natural features named in the treaty definition of the boundary 
were used merely for the identification of tho line, and not as hard and fast points to 
which it was necessary to adhere.* That, provided he could arrange for the equitable 
balancing of concessions, lie was free, within reasonable limits, to introduce modifica¬ 
tions where necessary to secure a workable frontier. 

As the necessity of future administration appeared to him clear, a frontier which 
could not be administered would have been unworkable. Ho therefore decided to 
introduce modifications which would regularise Mr. Zaphiro’s claims so far as thoy 
were necessary for administrative purposes. 

A description of the frontier region and its inhabitants is necessary to show how 

• Tho Abyssinians appear inclined to treat the points n»raM in the treaty u finally fixed point*, and 
Lord O. llervey was. I think, inclined lo agree with them.—C. W. G. 
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the question of future administration presses for settlement, and how the details of 
the frontier delimitation are bound up with the question of administration. 

Broadly speaking, the country on the British side of the frontier mar be divided 
into two sections 

V .m he 9 0,b ? pll,in ' inlinbi,cd by brown nomadic tribes of Somali or Galla origin, 
tribes 1 10 i,lc l’ l “"" c nnd Rudo,f anil Akobo basins, inhabited by sedentary black 

The Golba extends from tile Juba River on the east to Lake Stephanie on the 
west. On tho north it is bounded by the I Iowa River and Bonin highlands, while on 
the south it stretches to the coastal districts near Kismayii and to the Lorinn Swamp. 
It IS for the most part thickly covered with bush and good grass, making an excellent 
grazin'* ground 

After the rains, which are regular and abundant, there arc numerous water holes, 
some natural and some semi-artificial in the open plain and at the Uses of the isolated 
hills scattered for some distance in the plain south of the Boron highlands 

These supplies of water become exhausted before the height of t he dry season. The 
inhabitants and wild animals then seek the perennial water round in the Juba and liawa 
rivers nt the foot of the Boron escarp, at tho oa.es of Hit Wak, Wuieirn, Marsabit. 
Kurolt and (.oral; and in exceptionally dry seasons move even to the Lorinn Swamp. 

I he distribution and movement of the trilies are influenced bv several factors 
The neighbourhood of the perennial water is avoided in the wet season on account of 
its u,.healthiness and the prevalence of fly." It i s necessary also to reserve tbe 
grazing in the neighbourhood of tho perennial water for the end of the dry season, 
file temporary water supplies can only he used when they arc so situated with 
reference to the permanent supplies that flocks can movo from one to the other 
during the dry season. 

. i!™ P°"P |0 in ,h ® 0ol,K > own camels, cattle, sheep and goats, but do not cultivate 
nt all with tho exception of a few small communities settled on the rivers 

M est of the Golbo tho country of the blacks is poor and stonv, intersected with 
waterless mountains, the population is scanty and of n very low grade. The few 
districts, formerly well populated, have been devastated by the Abissinians. Tho 
Turkana tribe, though subject to Abyssinian raids, is not found within several 
marches of the frontier. 

. U i ",°„ ni) ' , in ,hc G ° lbo ’ cc,ion th »‘ the question of administration press.-, and 
that modification* of the boundary were necnaary. In tho east the liawa Hirer 
forms a good boundary for 1(10 miles, but the state ol unrest among the Somali trilies 
close to the frontier is serious. Tho raids of Abissinians from the north and of the 
J u la i from the east has caused a general movement of the tribes of tho Webi 
hhobeli Valley south-west and nest. Thus on the northern hank of the liawa tho 
arm between tho Dawn and (jannle, rc|M>rt<>d uninhabited bv Captain Maud in now 
occupied by the Yahcina Dagodi driven from the east Rank of the Web River bv the 
Abyssinian*. These people attacked again by the Abissinians are trying to'gain 
a footing south ol tho Halva, where there has already been an invasion of Iter Vfgab 
Ugiiden .mil other tribes driven .vest by the Mullah. Much inter tribal lighting has 
taken place nod there has been a general importation of arms Several communities 
practically ol brigands have In on formi-1, who will not obey the re cognised tribal 
auihonlic.s hut loot nnd murder indi&crimiuntoly. 

The Julia which is fordable during the dry season merely forms a screen behind 
which these hands can organise their raids into Italian territory. The Italians have 

recently commenced in earnest to try and develop the country on tbe opposite lank 

and can scarcely tolerate tho existence of this Alaatia. The administration of this 
district is necessary in connection with that or districts further west and could 
probably lie brat earned out by the same organisation. 

One of the first steps must l>c to check the immigration and invasion of fresh 
Holies from the north, this could not well lie accomplished bv an extension of the 
Kismayu Government 

After leaving the Dawa River the boundary as defined bv trealv follows tbe 
boundary between the Garre and Boron tribes through an elevated - plain rising 
gradually from the level of the Golbo to that of the Boron l’latcau. This plain 
affords good grazing but the water supply is limit.nl and non-permanent in character 
IJuring the dry season many of the Garre move to Gaddaduma and other wells in 
Doran territory. 
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The Garre are a tribe of Somali origin who entering the country from the cast, 
extended up the right bank of the Dawa as far as Guba Gallgallo. 

This place is still looked on as the tribal headquarters and is the burying place of 
the chiefs. The Garre adopted the Gaila language and religion when they liooamo 
subject to the Boran kingdom, which at the zenith of its power extended along tho 
Dawa to within 30 miles of its mouth, and as far south as Kil Wak. The Garre have 
recovered their independence, hut even now some of the wells a*. I.il Wak belong to 
Boran families living in the highlands. 

The tribal Ixiundnries of the Boran and Garre are therefore ill defined and are 
further confused by the existence of the slavo tribe of Gahras, also of Somali origin, 
some of whom arc subject to Boran and others to Garre families. The limits assigned 
by Captain Maud are probably the nearest approximation to an accurate representation 
of tbe present distribution of the tribes, but the claim of tho Garre to Guba Gallgallo 
is sufficiently valid to have licen advanced and should he considered in estimating tho 
extent of the concession made to Abyssinia in the modification of the treaty lino. 

This district was practically tho only ono in which the boundary could ho 
modified in favour of Abyssinia in exchange for modifications securing water supply 
further west 

By making concessions here discussions ns to tribal boundaries were avoided and 
Ali -Mali, chief of the Garre, readily withdrew opposition to the arrangement when ho 
understood that Gaddaduma would lie placed in British territory. 

West of the Garre Plain the boundary skirts the Bumti Plateau of Diri. This is 
an elevated plain falling to the Gollio by a gentlo Incline at its eastern and western 
ends but rising in the south to a rim of hills forming the crest of a great lino of 
escarpment running from the Arballo neighliourhood in the west for 100 miles to 
Gaddaduma on the east. 

At its centre the line of escarp form an obtuse angle, this salient being called 

Uran. 

West of Uran the racarp is |mmllel to tho strata and is consequently unbroken in 
character nnd little water is found nt its base. 

Hast of Uran it breaks on tbe contrary across the strata and is deeply indented, 

The Gollio Plain runs up the indentations in narrow lint valleys divided by steep 
spurs. In almost every valley, generally nt tbe head, are perennial sources of water. 

la describing tliisfeaturo Captain Maud says that the spurs are essentially |mrt 
of the Boran upland and for this reason suggested a line practically tangential to 
their southern extremities, it would have liven even more true to say that the valleys 
are essentially part of the Golbo but presumably Captain Maud did not attach 
importance to this, as a note on his map shows that lie considered tho immediate foot 
of the escarp to lie uninhabited. As has already been pointed out this is not the 
ease in the dry season when the inhabitants of thoQolbo move to the water. Another 
fact which Captain Maud had no opportunity of discovering, but which Mr. Zaphiro 
has rcjmrted, is the effect this feature has on the destruction of elephants by tho 
Aliyssinians. 

During the rainy season and subsequent months the elephants graze northwards 
across the Gollio finding water in the rainpools. By the time the escarp is reached 
these pools have ilri.sl up nnd the ole bants unable to return till the rains break are 
forced to remain in the vicinity of lie water at the foot of the escarp. Lateral 
movement is prevented bv the waterless plain at each end of the escarp. 

The Abyssinian hunters established nt the water holes slaughter the elephants as 
they come to drink, driving them against the inaccessible sides of the valleys. 

Mr. Zaphiro takes a very high estimate of the drain on the elephants of British 
East Africa which this slaughter entails but it is undoubtedly truo that the question 
is not merely one of the extermination of elephants in one particular district: a great 
migratory movement of tbe animals is affected. 

An even more serious matter than the destruction of elephants is that numerous 
well armed parties of Aliyssinians are established in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the frontier at the only sources of water available for natives living in British territory 
who havo consequently no escape from their depredations. 

It is practically impossible for the Abyssinian Government to control these 
bunting |iartics without cooperation from the British side unless a general permission 
is given to Abyssinian officers tocross the frontier. To grant suclia permission would 
probably produce an even worse stnle of affairs than the existing ono, as a very slight 
acquaintance with Abyssinian methods would show. 

The need therefore for British administration is imperative. Mr. Zaphiro with 
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the few untrained Abramians at bis disposal has been some check on the hunters, but 
1" “ .u th0 Abj-MiMM ownership of many of the valleys will limit his power 

eicn though the modifications introduced in the boundary enable him to patrol it 

At it, extreme eastern end the escarp breaks up into a series of detached hills, 
the intermediate openings rising more or less steeply from the lower to upper plains. 
The first opening is at Gaddaduma (Kuddaduma) where is also situated the* most 
easterly, of the scries of water supplies at the foot of the escarp. Gaddaduma has 
thus a double importance as a pass and ns a water supply. 

As already stated a largo number of the Garre move in the dry season to 
Gaddaduma and to Gurar a little further east, where the water generally lasts till well 
"Ito tile dry season. W hen the Gurar supply fails the Gurar grazing grounds are 
with." reach o Gaddaduma. Gurar belongs to the Garre and Gaddaduma to the 
lloraii. though the Garre have a traditional right or watering there. The Gaddaduma 
water is also used by Koran and Sakuyu families living in British territory. 

Although the place belongs to the Koran on the Abyssinian side of the frontier 
it is not of as great importance to them a, to the people on the British side, as the 
former have the alternative watering place, at llor. Lo. Ac., in Abyssinian territory. 
Moreover, as the treaty line leaves no permanent water near the frontier in British 
territory between Jam and Cliurro Moyale. the importance of the Gaddaduma Pass 
with its water supply to the maintenance of any form of administration on the 
British side is apparent, and remit* to the necessity of modifying the strongly marked 
salient 111 the treaty line at kulfolo. 

On account, therefore, or its importance to the natives on the British side, and 
ns a point required for administrative communication. Major Owyun decided to 
modify the treaty line so as to place Gaddaduma in British territory. 

Between Gaddaduma and the Umn Salient it was clear that the frontier could 
not equitably lie moil,lied so as to place all the valleys in British territory, as there 
was no country of at all the same value which could lie conceded in exchange. On 
the other hand, a strict adherence to the treaty line would have rendered administra- 
tion of British territory impossible. Major Gwynn. therefore, adopted the middle 
eotirso Of introducing modifications which left the majority of the vallev. in 
Abyssinia but placed in British territory a number of wells 'at such interval; that 
patrols based on them could control the section of frontier concerned and inter- 
communicate without using Abyssinian territory. Incidentally this solution may 
tend to check the wholesale slaughter of elephants by providing a certain number of 
Kafo watering place*. 

In exchange for the above modifications i n favour of British interests, a largo 
tract of Garre country with the wells of Chillako was conceded to Abyssinia and the 
Garre claim to tiuba Gnllgnllo was abandoned. 

The frontier was marked accordingly with stone cairns a, far west as the Dran 
neighbourhood, and the natives on the British side were informed: those on the 
Abyssinian side were not allowed by the Abyssinian frontier officers to have 
dealings with the British commission, lint they are probably fully aware of the 
settlement winch has been made. The effect of these modifications is shown on the 
attached map. 

From the Gran Salient the frontier leaves tho escarp and runs through the 
plain to Joke Stephanie, which, liko the rest of tho Golbo, is frequented by various 
nomadic tribes. ' 

veil In dl 7 .’ u ' !,,nn asacmblo round Mogado and the craters of Gorai and 
Mill" in Abyssinian territory, and at Marsabit and Kuroli south of the waterless lluri 
V, . . Bct " c * n Uran ami lake Stephanie lateral communication without using 
Abyssinian territory is impossible, Siirilu being the only permanent water near the 
frontier on the British side. The question of the administration in this section is not 
pressing, ns only occasional parties of Abyssinian, are tempted south. 

" hen they do move south they establish themselves at Kuroli and Marsabit and 
this may he checked by the establishment of the post at Marsabit. 

As there was nothing to concede in exehnnge. Major Gwynn was unable to 
modify the boundary so as to get over the disadvantage of lack of lateral communi- 
cations. He suggests an alternative line which, by taking in the waters of Mogado 
and Gorai, would secure communication and also provide a better defined boundary 
holding itself to administration. In the absence of a compensating concession this 
modification would have to be claimed as necessary for administrative purposes 
II is Majesty's Government is not for the present committed, except by the treaty 
definition, to either lino. No beacons were constructed west of Uran, except two at 
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I^ke Stephanie, as it was considered undesirable to encourage natives to look for 
protection when no administration was possible. Either alternative line is sufficiently 
marked by natural features for description in communications to the Abyssinian 
Government. 

In the second section of the frontier, west of lake Stephanie, the British 
commission found the Abyssinian, established in the posts indicated on the map. 
At the north end of I-akc Budolf they had brought together a considerable popula¬ 
tion of the black tribes (fishers and cultivators) found in the neighbourhood of tho 
lake, and these people seemed fairly contented and prosperous. At the posts in the 
low country most of the soldiers, though under the command of Abyssinians, were 
blacks, Arabs, &c., belonging to LcontiefTs old force. Without these men tho 
Abyssinians could probably not maintain the posts, as the Abyssinians in cliargo 
were miserably ill. A withdrawal of Abyssinian authority may fairly lie anticipated 
in these districts on the death of the Emperor. The exact limit of the Abyssinian 
permanent pests on the west shore of Lake Rudolf was not ascertained, but it is 
probably no further south than on the east shore, an abandoned post on the west side 
of the lower Kibish was observed. On the other hand, large Abyssinian raiding 
parties had recently penetrated far into the Turkana country. There was no 
attempt made to conceal the fact that those parties had been sent out to skim tho 
country licfore the British Government bad actually taken it over, and in order to 
establish a claim to a further advance of the frontier. 

Kcnyasmach Bata, the officer in charge of the [wist at Maji (in conversation), 
claimed the country for several marches south and west of the treaty line on tho 
strength of such raids. 

The British commission explored the Kibish Valley nail the plateau lying west of 
it and south of the bead waters of the Akobo. This country is called Timm by tho 
Abyssinians. It is of little value, ns though it formerly supported n considerable 
black population, the merest remnant lias survived the Abyssinian raids. 

With a view to establishing a claim to the country, the Abyssinians hnd formerly 
a few small posts in it, but these were found abandoned. The country in unsuitable 
for Abyssinian permanent occupation, and is in every way inferior to the higher 
plateau nt Maji and to the north. There is therefore no reason for further concessions 
to Abyssinia in these districts, whatever claims may lie advanced. 

On the other hand the country is so remote that its administration on the British 
side in the immediate future would lie out of the question. 

It docs not form an avenue for trade, and ns none of tho great trilics in British 
territory are conccrimd, a failure to administer it would have no effect on prestige, tho 
few inliabitauts are of a low grade and have never learned to look to us for protection. 

It should bo sufficient to copimuuicalc the detailed map and description of tho 
frontier to the Abyssinian Government and re-serve the right to occupy up to that 
frontier at any time if desired. The raids into Turkana country can only ho dealt 
w ith hv an extension of Uganda administration or by strengthening the tribe itself. 

Taking the frontier as a whole, it is strongly recommended that llis Majesty's 
Government should treat the delimitation of tho frontier ns a fail accompli, and avoid 
further discussion ol the question with the Abyssinian Government. Itiscussion w ill 
merely encourage the Abyssinians to make good their arguments by further aggression, 
and n’t the best can only lead to furtbei expenditure on commissions which would ho 
more usefully applied to the establishment of administration. In the western portion 
of the frontier tho death of the Emperor Mcnclek may very probably lead to 
Ahvssinian withdrawal, und a |>olicy of inaction is probably best. 

In the cast, however, the elephant hunting on the Bonn, escarp is likely to draw 
Abyssinians whatever happens in Abyssinia, and tho Somali question is rapidly 
becoming more acute; nothing therefore, is likely to lie gained by delaying tho 
establishment of administration. ... 

There are two other considerations which affect the question of administration 
anil must lie discussed, namely, the jiositions of Mr. Zaphiro and of the Bomu Trading 
Company. 

Mr. Zaphiro has in many ways done extraordinary good work in collecting 
information, checking Abyssinian depredations and maintaining order among the 
tribes in British territorv. ’ llis influence extends through the whole Garre and Horan 
country, and his relatio’ns with the Abyssinian frontier officers arc very good, lie 
cannot, however, check Abvssinian aggression in the Budolf district or control the 
Somali tribes in the extreme east, and, as already stated, tho delimitation of the 
frontier will to some extent limit his power. 
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It would 1m impossible to replace Mr. Zaphiro by any one man. bis experience and 
knowledge of languages is unique. But -Mr. Zaphiro" cannot go on for ever; the 
loneliness of bis position, bis health, the uncertainty of his future prospects may at 
any time cause him to throw up his appointment. 

It must be recognized, too, that the temptations of Mr. Zaphiro’s position are 
great. lie could enrich himself by exactions from the natives, illicit ivory 
trading, Ac. Moreover, it would la; most dilllcult for him to rebut charges of such 
misconduct if they were brought, owing to the isolation of his position. Without 
training, and accustomed to the moral code of the Levant, Mr. Zaphiro might in 
perfect good faith do things which would lay him open to attack. 

Now, unfortunately, Mr. Znphiro's relations with the officers of the Boma Trading 
Company and with the Somali traders in the country are liad. Tbe former 
undoubtedly resent Ireing under the control and criticism of a man who they consider 
a Greek adventurer, and whose honesty they profess to distrust. The latter also 
dislike and distrust Mr. Zaphiro on account of his nationality and partiality for 
Abyssinians. 

They probably also hope to get rid of his control, and, in any case, try to foment 
the lad blood which they are quick to see exists between Mr. Zaphiro and the 
company oUlcers. Mr. Zaphiro is excitable and suspicious to a degree, and i-annot bo 
said to handle Ihc situation with tact. 

The presence of the Boma Trading Company on the frontier is most unfortunate. 
Their officers make no concealment that their ambition is to have the administration 
of tbe frontier districts placed in their hands. This is undoubtedly the origin of. most of 
the friction with Mr. Zaphiro. 

At present the company maintains |*wts at Churre Moynlc, Dolo, and Marsabit, 
apparently at heavy loss, and the tendency is to blame Mr. Zaphiro for their want of 
success. 

The position of the company's officers is undeniably invidious, especially whereas 
at Dolo their action is restrained by Mr. Zaphiro without his living able to control the 
natives. 

The proximity of the Italian |iost at Lugli makes the situation more galling. 

It can only lie hoped the com|anv will shortly nhandon an unsucci-ssful 
venture. 

Meanwhile the presence of two Englishmen without authority and under the orders 
of a Greek has not a good effect on the Somali tribes. 


Summary. 

There are two questions to la- settled:— 

1. The policy to bo adopted as regards the future administration of the frontier. 

2. The final settlement of the delimitation of the frontier. 

Under the first heading it is urged that, although an attempt was made to find 
a frontier which would not require administration, experience has already proved 
the object has not been attained. V form of administration has been started by the 
appointment of Mr. Zaphiro, and the time has come when Mr. Zaphiro must he replaced 
by British officers. Delaying facing this question will probably entail greater 
expense in the long run, owing to the development of the Somali question in the 
east. For the present a forward policy is required only on the Bonn frontier and to 
the east. 

Under the second heading it is urged that the exact line of frontier adopted in the 
treaty entails a system of non-administration If the frontier is to Is- administered, 
whether by Mr Zaphiro or British officers, modifications arc necessary. 

It is urged that the modifications made by the delimitation "commission <nvo 
only the minimum requirements of administration, and therefore their acceptance' by 
the Abyssinian Government should lie insisted on. It is for decision whether an 
alternative line suggested by the British commission in the portion of the frontier 
between Uran and lake Stephanie should also lie claimed from the Abyssinian 
Government, in view of possible future administration requirements, although the 
question of administration docs not press for settlement in this neighbourhood. 
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[28477] No- >6- 

Colonial Office lo Foreign Office.—(Received July 28.) 

Sir Downing Street, July 27, 1909. 

’ I AM directed bv the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, 
with reference to previous correspondence, copy of a despatch from the acting 
governor, Uganda Protectorate, on the subject of the movements of Abyssinians in 
the Uganda Protectorate. 

I am, Ac. _ 

FRAN0I8 J. S. 1IOPWOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 1G. 


Acting Gorernor Tomkins lo the Earl of Crewe. 


Mv Lord, Uganda, Jane 14, 1909. 

" I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the following information 
appeared in a recent reqmrt from Mbalo station :— 


- Captain Darley reports from Topossa that the Abyssinians have left Muro Akipi, 
but arc ill great numbers on tho Kuroni River and at Jiwc Kosmor. lhesa throe 
places are respectively six, twelve, and thirteen days' journey from Murongole. 


2. Murongole is shown on maj 
and between 3* and 4 C north Intituc 


1539 near the 31th degree of longitude 
I have, &c. 

.STANLEY C. TOMKINS. 


[28647] No. 17. 

Lord II. Ilerrey lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adi. Ababa. July 27, 1909. 

I HAVE received a report from His Majesty's consul at Harrar that an emissary 
from the Mullah, Mahmud-cbn-Scherif Oinar, has arrived there carrying letters to 
Dejaz Bale ha. The Mullah promises to send 1,000 cows as tribute, and asks to bo 
taken under Abyssinian protection. M. Geroliinnto considers this to be a ruso of tno 
Mullah’s that he may be nblo to loot the Ogadeu tribes. 


[28648] No. 18. 

Lord II. Henry lo Sir Edward Grey.—{Received July 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adi. Ababa, July 28, 1909. 

A COMMOTION has been produced here by Dr. Zintgraff and German doctor 
accusing persons in entourage of Emperor Menclok of trying to poison him. As 
accusation reflects on Empress Taitou, Her .Majesty is furious. Dr. Zintgraff and 
certain other members of German colony have taken refuge in their legation, a course I 
consider to bo absolutely unnecessary. Tho Germans seem to liavo some ulterior 
motive in making trouble. 
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No. 19. 

Lord H. Ilerrey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 


Sir, Adi. Ababa. July 2, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 27th February, relative to the 
affairs of the Bank of Abyssinia, I have the honour to report that from that date tho 



whole question seems to have been allowed to slumber, no difficulties having in the 
meantime been raised. 

Tlmt the Abvssinian Government at one time intended mischief, however, there seems 
little reason to doubt, os the Ncgndras Ilaili Giorgis went so far as toorder all Abyssinian, 
who were owing money to the bank not to repay that institution, but to settle with 
the National Treasury. Later on these instructions were withdrawn, and their less 
aggressive attitudo was probably due to the crisis which arose over the cancellation of 
the French railway concession, at which moment they were not anxious to face [he 
combined representations of several European Powers. 

The latest Abyssinian move has been to open a species of bank of their own; my 
information as to its scope Is at present a trifle vague, but it app-ars that moneys 
belonging to the Treasury are to lie deposited in it. The Emperor is said to hale 
deposited 200,000 dollars, and the Empress a further sum. The Abyssinian public in 
general were expected to flock to the bank to deposit their money, hut it seems that 
they entertain u wholesome suspicion of their countrymen, and, so far, not a single 
dollar has been paid in. On the other hand, number] of natives have looked in to 
enquire whether the bank would grant them loons. The fact that the manager can 
neither read nor write is not likely to establish much confidence. 

Mr. Brodio, the local agent of the Hank of Abyssinia, does not attach any 
importance to this new concern, which he considers will lie incapable of interfering 
with his business; its development must, however, be watched, as it is rumoured that 
M. Sourvis, who once held sonic post at the Emperor's court, and who is shortly going 
to Europe, has been commissioned to look for further capital to establish it on a more 
considerable basis. 

I have, 4c. 

HERBERT UERVEY. 


128990) No. 20. 

Mr. Graham In Sir Edirard Gref.—(Received Aurjuet 3.) 

(No. 12. Africa.) 

Sir ’ T ft • w»»« 4| , Ramlek, July 20. 1009. 

1 11 A v h llio honour to report that ten days ago the Italian agent in Cairo spoke 
to me on the subject of the Bank of Abyssinia, and enquired whether I had received iho 
instruct ions with regard to tho proportionate representation of Italian interests on the 
hoard of that institution, which have now reached me in your dcs,witch No. 27. Africa. 
O' Ml ®, ? . ,n ? tnnt * -M. do .Martino said tint he had informed the Italian Govern- 
mont that, in view of the absence of .Mr. Howlatt from Cairo, tho present was not a 
favourable moment for rni.sing tho question, and lie had suggested that it should lie 
dormant until the autumn. lie has since departed on leave. 

On the receipt of your despatch under reply I communicated with Mr. Hume, the 
acting manager of the National Hank, who lias furnished me with the following list of 
the hoard of the Bank ol Abyssinia:— 

trit '* r (“* g ovcn,or of the National Bank), president (and adminis- 

Mr. Miles R. Backhouse (the governor of the Bank of Abvssiuia), vicc-preaident 
(and administrator,. 

Eight Administrator *— 

1. Has Walda Giorgis lin Abyssinia). 

2. Has Teaumnia (in Abyssinia). 

8. Baron Jacques do Mena see (Austrian subject), 
t. M. Salvngo (Greek subject). 

o. His Excellency Boghos Nuliar Pasha (local subject). 

®. Miriel (representing French group). 

7. M. A. Amhron (representing Italian group). 

8. !>. Pelitaeus (representing German group). 

“r. 0 rpceivc " 1 telegraphic information from Mr. Rowlatt that 

, ,n .'; kl,0Us . e ' a Bri, “ h subji'Ct, had been selected for the post of director 

ol the Bank of Abyssinia, and 1 learn that his appointment was confirmed at a meeting 
of the board of the National Bank, which was held this morning. 
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Mr. Home, who disclaimed knowledge or responsibility for the affairs of the Bank 
of Abyssinia, could give me no information with regard to the proportion of French 
and Italian investments to the whole capital subscribed to the bank, and was of 
opinion that Mr. Rowlatt was the only person who might lie able to do so. Should 
you desire to communicate directly with that gentleman on the subject. 1 understand 
that his address at present is—“ Laurel Farm, Felixstowe." 

1 have, Ac. 

RONALD GRAHAM. 


[29833] 21 - 

Lor d H. tiercely to Sir Edvard Gref .—{Received August 9.) 

8ir°* 45 ^ Adi* Ababa, July 1G, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report Hint tho Emperor's health has of late again been 
extremely unsatisfactory. , , , . 

The German doctor, who was specially sent from Germany to attend upon turn, 
prescribed electrical treatment, and there seems to have been some improvement in 
His Majesty's condition. The Empress, however, and some of her Montis were 
opposed to this treatment, and used their influence to prevent the German doctor from 
swung the Emperor at all. Rumours have been rife, and it is believed that tho 
Emperor is being systematically poisoned, and those concerned must be aware that 
their schemes must Ik- detected if a qualified Euro(>onu doctor is in constant 

Yesterday, according to my information, Dr. ZintgmIT, who now holds some sort 
of post as adviser to the Minister of Justice, proceeded to tho Enlace with the German 
doctor, summoned a number of the greater chiefs, and declared to them that the 
doctor could not be responsible for the Emperor's health unless ho wore given solo 
charge of the patient. He then saw His Majesty, the Empress being presoul, ""d 
warned him that certain persons were endeavouring to poison him, and insisted that 
he should put himself in the hands of the doctor, otherwise Ins life would he in 
dancer. The Empress protested vehemently against those accusations, and declared 
that every possible care had been taken of the Emperor. 1 have no information as to 
what was’ eventually decided. I)r. Zintgraff's interpreter is responsible for tho above 
particulars, and I cannot vouch for their truth. .... ■ , ,i„. 

There Is no doubt tlial there is a very strong anil growing feeling against the 
Empress, who ha. plainly shown that whether or not she aims at being the supremo 
bead of the State after Mcnelck's death, she at any rate proposes to lie the power 
behind the throne. She seems to have no friends outside her immediate relatives, 
allhough some of the great chiefs think it politic lo remain on good terms with Her, 
and her jiosition in the future will he a dangerous one. ,i „ 

The question of the succession is still a doubtful one, notwithstanding tho 
proclamation of Lii Iynsu. As time goes on an undercurrent is apparent, showing 
that his succession is not regarded with absolute satisfaction. 

Many Abvssinians will doubt -» think only of improving their own positions when 
the time comes. A short time op - I received a visit from a certain ,\l. Michel, who 
was formerly in charge of the post- and telegraphs. After a great deal of mammivriug, 
it appeared" he was anxious to tell mo that Dcjai Beru (or Biratu) was meditating 
lighting for his own hand should things seem propitious at the right moment, out 
that lie wished to know whether he could count on any support from His Miyoity a 
Government. If his position could he established, he would be ready to> go™r Ins 
country under the sure-minty of that Government, lie could rely on the support or a 
very large number of followers as soon as lie declared himself. Dejas Beru is a son 
or i)cjai Ilaili Mariam (elder brother of the late lias Makunan), and of royal descent. 

M Michel was careful not to make it clear whether he was merely informing me 
of Dejax Bern's aspirations, or whether lie was making these know n at the request of 
the Dejaxmueh. 1 merely replied that the policy of His Majesty s Government as 
well known, and that so long as there was a stable Government in Abyssinia, it was 
their wish to see the integrity of the kingdom maintained. 

X have, &c. 

HERBERT 1IERVEY. 


[1675] 


G 
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[3064 » No. 22. 

Tho Marquis ii San Guiliano ,o Sir Edvard Grog.-(R a oi,od August H.) 
(Translation.) 

«“ *T <* «>»* for I 

or exchange of commnm ? «,tion. Sve ^ Ihe" ,7T !° T™ M “’ b * 

situation in Ethiopia, that it anoears fJ™ .Tfi ' ' 1 *!' of tho f ’®S" 8 »nd the 

the Italian Minister at Atha^^TlSt th« e ^.^”? y J eCe ! Ved at Kome fmD > 
satisfactorv; and that the Italian Wtt “'•’“"‘‘“‘"V'. Hcnelek is for the time 
he ntaintajnod, and that the safety Ja'leliionsTmlfr COBfiden ‘S'? 1 ordir will 

“ S| ""' ° f **“ I'"-' -to-fiTS E.i^bn G„yernn,en, rOP °" nS "" 

London, August 13, 1909, 


l30669 ' No. 23. 

(No. 30.) U,d "■ Hr,Cty '‘ Sir Bd " ard Orsg-iRscriard August 15.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

JT rr&rrzzisr' &• a as. 

Government. TheySufl to kn^Xthe^ll^'w•^.“““ude of His Majesty’s 
against him which they would try and onfot^‘"hfSre si* chiaa 

protection. I could tale actio,, secret y if you wkh it " e “?. <ler Atawinan 

opposing Mullah’s entering Abyssinian territory Itallan M,nu,tpr “ 


(30804 J No. 2t. 

(No. 16.) U,d H HtrCry Sir Kdan,d ®"»—(*««W August 10.) 

treaty of the loth January, 1908. • rtl 1 3 nf lhc franco-Ethiopian 

A translation of this letter together triil, „ . , 

concession, are also enclosed. S ' py of my no,c a,liin g for this 

1 have, Ac. 

___ HERBERT UERVEY. 


Inclosure 1 in .Vo. 2 t. 

Lord H. Horary ,o th. Ethiopian Minis,or for Foroign Affairs. 

Your Excellency, 

I HAVE tho honour to draw rone Mt..„ t : . -dpnf 18 ,1909. 

Commerce between France and Ah, JiJsI „ “" . lo ,. th ® r , n ' :,t r of Friendship and 
1908, in which article 3 stipulates tlnt ’wfn at Adis Abate on the 10th January, 
beverage, will only bo subjected to a duty of 8^ r «»P5°’ I*"’ “ d non » l ™holio 

As bv article l of the \n-lr. r.i : • ^ P® r °°nt- ad valorem. 

Britain and her colonies arc acronfel '- f ^ Ma - V ’ 1897 -° Great 

which may be accorded to the subjects of ST* ° f . ,m P°? duties evenr advantage 
inform me whether the necessary Sm hsvH l*” 11 be i f .™«wRl 

oflieials throughout the country, in’ order to see^'The RStartrfMrtElf" 

Accept, Jtc. * 

_HERBERT HERVEY. 


Tn-aty Series, No. 2,189a 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 24. 

The Ethiopian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord H. Hervey. 

(Translation.) 

(Compliments be to you.) 

YOUR letter regarding the fourth .article of tho treaty between the Ethiopian 
and British Governments of the 11th May, 1897. and again with reference to the 
third article of the treaty dated the 10th January, 1908, between the Ethiopian and tho 
French Governments concerning wines,champagne,beer, and non-alcoholic beverages, 

the Government duty on which is arranged at 8 per cent.was received by mo 

on the 13th April, 1909. 

Now the same privilege that was granted to the French Government under tho 
third article of the treaty of the lOtii January. 1908, will l>c granted to the British 
Government and her colonics by our order. 

HAIL1 GIORGI8, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
(Seal.) 

Mag 5, 1901 (Abyssinian date). 

Mag 12,1909 (European date). 

(See former paper.) 


Annex. 

Article 3 of Treatg of Friendship and Commerce between France and Ethiopia, 
signed at Adis Ababa, January 10, 1908. 

Article 3.—Les merchandises fmnynises import^** dans l'Empiro dthiopicn sont 
frappees d’un droit do 10 pour cent sur lour valour mnrchnndo au lieu do leur 
destination. 

Toutefois, les vins, champagnes, hie res, ct les hoissons non alcooliqucs no paycront 
quo 8 |>our cent. 

Lorsque Mat du mouvoment commercial cn fithionie le permettra, sans ou’il 
puisse on resulter une perte |>our lo Trdsor Imperial, lotablissement «!»• la valour 
marclmnde sera determine par la declaration en douane, du prix au lieu d'origine ou 
de fabrication augment^ des frais de transport, d assurance, et do commission 
neccssaires |>our rim|M>rtation, jusqu'au lieu d'introduction. 


[315361 No. 25. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 21.) 
(Translation.) 

THE Italian Ambassador pj> -cuts his compliments to the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and, with referee • to his note of the 13th instant, has tho honour to 
state that ho would be grateful it sir K. Grey would inform him of any news received 
by the British Government regarding the situation at Adis Ababa. 

The Marquis of San Giuliano desires to add that his Government arc of opinion 
that, in view of the uncertainty of the situation in Ethiopia, it would be advisable to 
renew to the representatives of* tho Powers at Adis Ababa the instructions referred to 
in the note from the Italian Embassy of the 8th February last. 

London. August 18, 1909. 


[31734] No. 26. 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 

(No. 47.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, July 29, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to report 
that the situation produced by the action of tho German doctor has now assumed a 
more acute phase. 
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Dr zTmr-ranS'r^r ? , 1 If h “- **!* n,a<le by Dr. Sleinkuhler and 

resori to Tib.l nn JT^ ° ,hc I ""? n,n « °< ,h >' Emperor reflected upon her, tried to 
U^Nowdro?teclorSfK,"*' “t- 8Cn ‘ 10 F j“ urari ““P* Giorgis demanding that 

ln h °a?t^ir^ rf S^ 

any ,nsc, no said, they must first lie properly tried. 

so that"h»"h£ re w “ PBrll ?" lari J; biller ab “>'l the part taken by Dr. Zintgraff, so much 
so that he has become alarmed and abandoned The house issigned tfl.im b^the 

%: r ;t t'lz °So^ ^ 

amlA^j'^rirthe attmiaoce . " n ' h ? ff'l-mr and that the Mhnjirond Mulugheta 
M s,e l, ' h«l up to then responsible for the ciS of 

S - - —«■ 

shall be tvillrawn ; r im'C"1 ^ 

to"ilr"tlartin''" 1 T" ^ ,r "" n "'." 1 *° •*> followed (iy his patient. I Ic has Doobjecrioa 
dive™,..,,^ I’Oing appomtod to act with Dr. Steinkhhler, although in of 
T . "u f “P 1 !’ 10 " 1 ,h " oonrse of treatment would have to bo mlopted 

task lice betoro tlmfli T “ «?' y n ' |H '" ,i " K of ,l "' ir 1»'«‘ fHendsbip, whilst a difficult 

^sssHssa?£ 

I have, Ac. 

HERBERT IIERVEV. 


1321751 No . 27 . 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(licenced Auguel 211.) 

t^r .Vh M AS, ,0 au , 7, tht ; KarI t of <rowo . 

to MtUo^riwinlln 0 .' "'“, l « v ' r - v f 0 * “ b '»'ld be made to induce the Mullah 

icdom ‘ h B h Govonun “‘ to ““force any claims against him for his past 

I am, Ac. 

_ H. BERTRAM COX. 


132272] No. 28. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Receiced August 27.) 

&SSSS»SSSS^S^Sr 

I am, Ac. 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 28. 

The Earl of Croce to Acting Governor Jackson. 

(Telegraphic.) August 11, 1909. 

HIS Majesty’s representative at Adis Ahnba proposes to call Mr. Znpliiro to 
Adis Ababa about the end of September. Can you furnish an officer to take Mr. 
Zaphiro’s place during his absence ? 


Inclosure 2 in No. 28. 

Acting Governor Jackson to the J2arl of Creire. 

(Telegraphic.) [Received August 23, 1009. 

YOUR telegram the llth August. Am sending Barrett from Juba land to 
perform duties oi Zaphiro during absence. 


[33332J No. 29. 

Lord II. Ilerceg to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received September 5.) 

(No. 32.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa, September 4, 1C09. 

RAILWAY. See my telegram No. 22 of the 5th July. 

Agreement has been amended by section of railway in Abyssinian territory being 
placed under the control of the Abyssinian Government. It is probable that work 
will now Imj resumed. 


[33439] No. 30. 

Lord II. Ilerteg to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received September 6.) 

(No. 49.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, August 12, 190U. 

I HA1) the honour to report, in my telegram No. 29 of the 27th July, that the 
Mullah had Mint an emissary to llarrar with letters for Dojn* Bnlclia, asking for 
Abyssinian protection. The name of the emissary is Mahmud Ebn Selteri Omar, and 
the message further requests the Abyssinians to send a chief to meet the Mullah in the 
Ba Glicri country, where he promises to sign a treaty and pay over 1,000 oxen as 
tribute. 

This letter has been sent to the capital, and, as far as I can gather, is now under 
considerate n. Abyssinian chiefs at llarrar are also said to have written to Adis Ababa 
that in their opinion tin- Mullah is trying to deceive the Abyssinians, and that his real 
object is to got to the Wchi Shcb.li without being molested. 

Mr. Armbruster, of the Son an Civil Service, arrived here on the 22nd July, and 
handed mo a memorandum drawn up by .Sir R. Wingate on the situation in 
Somaliland ; hearing from the Foreign Office that his presence at Adis Ababa was no 
longer required, he left for Djiltouti on the Gth instant. 

1 am as yet quite unaware of what action the Abyssinians an* likely to take, but 
hints liave been given me that they would like to know the attitude of His Majesty's 
Government, and whether, if he were received in Abyssinian territory, any claims 
would be brought against him. I hear the Italian Minister, who, of course, heard of 
the arrival of the messenger, is actively opposing the transfer of the Mullah to 
Abyssinian territory. 

I have, &c. 

HERBERT UEllVEY. 


[1675] 


H 
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(33440] No. si. 

(No. 50.) U ' d Hmey '° SlT EdW " ,d G 'OI~(Feceieed September 0.) 

Sir, 

hi* concession to investigate the pomiMlitia^r the nl* *’ f ° w ' ll ’, ,nct co " red '*T 

& r-.. Aft sSfts? ftfts S£x£ss s & 

null regard to the free flow of the waters of the &dlt'fa"R° r ‘ l !''' rtr, ’ a, y''hhp.'iorn 

»ko he LK 1 tnSttiusis y,'" i,,i n r i v ;r 1 i - -•&««“«*—. um 0 

-fiThTS.'fc'SSSdi oMn' Tcwsmii "‘f "“l np °K- 

... *« ‘-t"^ «- 

I have, Ac. 

HERBERT HERVBY. 


[33441] 


(No. 5i.) L ° rd " " ,r "* 10 Sir Ed " ard ecei.ed September 6.) 

. ’ IN my despatch No. 47 of the 29th ultimo I I,I'"' 1 "' A ‘“ J "" l3 ' l909 - 
situation brought nhout by the imconsi.lewd ,, r ./ r. ' 0 " 0 " 1 ' re P ort on ,ho 
** «» «ornans nn.l Ahys'hiinlm" e tZiLlr’ '"'T( 
parts they have token. oocupiMl in explaining the respective 

report*'on^ho'tratmon t* of ^Imp^tSift V™ * *• «WktttaA 

rr auLn:i;; B ^ : Vr;v‘. 

tttr praiori " cd ' .-...* o.ec;ncT«r«ud”^ o sCd.t 

.igus^fenmtnt 1 ** d <**~ -Uced snspiciou, 
called for the remain, of foi.7whh.hh2d Cn*iT'"V * ,rra " wn <' i«d ho 

of his urine. Alter much difficulty and delay f|„. hu'el onh-'T™"*“?““R le * 

nml 'iw;r '-v 11 ™ 1 , i—;-7anid:';,f werc ,ui,|, ' ,cd *° him - 

."- 1 * 

SSiii “.V". *•» «J»» b{ a. 

fc ’•Srss^xrjs-^’. ^ g aas.t s.*£ft 

Mulugheta and Matafaria. The Empress ' 10 ‘ c ™ nded lhc arrest of 

responsibility for the preparation of the Emperor'^ food' he ,*“? *T med all 
suspect them in any wav. |i r . Xint-mir Imd intmW.1 “ “^clared he did not 
concern him. The doctor had made , mistake in nm •• wl ' lch did n «t 

essts, him in the examination of 1 ^.^ZhTltreln^ 


accusations. lie winds up by expressing the friendship of the Abyssinian, for the 
German Emperor, and trusts that their cordial relations will not be disturbed. 

In the letter to the German Minister, Has Tessaraa refers to Ur. Zintgralf’s 
demand for the King's Ministers to he arrested and turned out of the country, and for 
an investigation to take place. They accordingly summoned a meeting to enquire 
into the whole affair, but l)r. ZintgrifT sent a note asking who was the judge, which 
from one in their service they considered an insult. He mentioned l)r. Zintgrntr, 
letter of appointment, which constituted him an adviser to the Government, to do 
such work as they thought fit. This gave him no rights to issue commands. The Has 
finishes by saying that he is certain the good relations between their two countries are 
not likely to bo endangered by the action of persons of no account. 

I understand Dr. ZintgralT has now definitely resigned, and Dr. Stcinkiihlcr will 
probably do likewise, as his services seem to be no longer required. Under 
Dr. Martin s treatment the Emperor's health seems to have considerably improved, so 
much so that all cause for alarm in the immediate future seems to have entirely 
disappeared. 

1 have, Ac. 

HERBERT 1IEHVEY. 


[33530] No. 33. 

Conmil Gerolimato to Sir Eduard Greu.—(Ref cited September 0.) 

(No. 32.) 

Sir, llarrar, dugunt 20, 1!M)!I. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your lettor of the 21st duly, 1909, 
and of a copy of a note from the Italian Ambassador, under date 12th duly, 
1909, relative to the alleged negotialious of the Mullah with the Ogaden tribes and with 
the governor of Harrar. 

I have reported on the ICtli duly to the Lord Herbert Horvey, Adis Ababa, that 
an emissary of the Mullah arrived in llarrar ; his name is Mahmoud Ebn Chorif Omar, 
lb- brought a letter from the Mullah for the governor-general of Harrar, by which tho 
Mullah ask, to lie under the Abyssinian protection by paying 1,000 cows as a tribute, 
if the authorities would send somo chief into the llahgheris country to meet tho 
Mullah, discuss the conditions of the protection, and receive the tribute. Deziaz Italeha 
has sent this letter to Adis Abalia, ami asked instructions to send tho man to llahgheris 
country or not. but up to uow not any reply from Adis Ababa, so the emissary of 
Mullah is still here. 

Some other Abyssinian chiefs informed Adis Ababa tliat Mullah's proposal was 
not sincere. According to native reports, the Mullah is wilting to proceed to tho 
Wcbbi Shell,li. and lias written that letter in order to deceive the Abyssininns ami 
pass free through the Abyssinian territory. 

Two weeks ago Osman Gubao, Sultan of Imi, on the Wcbbi Shebeli, was here, and 
told me that lie received news from his country that n large party of llnhghcri 
passed through his country going down to tho Wcbbi, and have looted some of his 
tribes, nml that with those Ilahghe: s were some people of the Mullah. 

I think that the opinion that Mullah is not sincere is not too fur from tho truth. 

There are also other emissaries of the Midlah asking to strengthen alliances with 
Ogaden trilies, hut the latter are very suspicious for the sincerity of the Mullah, and 
it is difficult to say that the emissaries will succeed in their mission into Ogaden, 
though some chiefs, like Hussein Eughien, Garnd Tabor,of Ha Haroun, are so tired with 
the Abyssininns that 1 would not be astonished to hear that they liavo joined tho 
Mullah. 

I have, Ac. 

J. GEROLIMATO. 


[32175] No. 34. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September S, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 25th ultimo relative to the settlement of the mullah in Abyssiuian 
territory. 
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c- J 5“ ,0 .' U '", C ' for ,l,e information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that 
Sir L. Grey IS of opinion that under tho Pestalozxa agreements of 1900 and 1907 it 
direction refcr *° tha Italia " Government before taking any steps in this 

The alternative course would seem to be to take the line advocated bv Sir H 
\ iug n te, and to inform the Italian Government, in accordance with vour h-tte’r of the 
-oth ultimo, that, owing to their failure to place an effective administration in 
northern Somaliland, and the consequent facilities given to the mullah to use Italian 
territory as a base for terrorising the British protectorate, Ili< Majesty's Government 
can no longer be bound by the Pestalozza agreements, .and must resume their liberty 
oi action ns regards the mullah. 9 

He fore, however, a communication of this nature can lie made to tho Italian 
consldcratii II l, '“t the tliree following points should he taken into 

1 1 fl'o K*' m ’ral policy of Ilis Majesty's Government in regard to Somaliland It 
is clearly of little use to inform the Italian Government Hint Hi, Majesty's Govern 

. . ""V 1 ' 1 10 resume their liberty of action as regards tie- mullah, uulew the latter 

have mnde up their minds what their action is to be. Sir 10 Grey presume, that the 
suggestions in your letter under reply are only a part of tho policy to Is- pursued, and 
he u ill lie gdad to learn what are the Karl of Crewe’s views on tho general situation. 

Slr Grey s opinion, it would he fair to tell tho Italian Government that 
m,;™ 1 ?, a( ' r€c ""-'" 1 "» !*“»«> “|K,n the exercise of effective control hv the 
Italians ovei tho territory occupied by the mullah. It is clear from the information 
, ,i * low possess that tins control does not exist, and the agreement tic, our 
hands.without giving us nny security. We must therefore terminate it. Hut it 
ton I l.’l" ,. E ;, l >® fair, after the correspondence of last year, to 

tell till. Italians that we meant to resume our liberty or action without tollin'. them 
at the same time what we intended to do, in order that they might lie in n position (0 
take measures on their side to prevent their own position from being unexpectedly 
and adversely alfeoted by tho result of our action. ' 

'!' ,? ir . l: - Gf '.v '» not convinced that the settlement of the mullah in Abyssinia 
especially in tin- present disturbed stale of the ilnrmr province, may not ben now! 

ba ", lm l , ™“ n . l I I 1 " 1 " 0 !! "unr Illig and the N'ognl Valley. He would ... 

rojKisi to consult Mr. Gorohiiiato, Ills Majesty's consul at llarrar. whose knowledge 
or the local conditions is exceptional, as to the probable effects of tho mullah's 
arrival under Abyssinian protection. 

I am, Ac. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


T31536] No. 35. 

Sir EilIran! Grey lo the Mari/uii Hi San Giulimo. 

' ""Vi? tv'l''n ’ l , , , , Forri.jn Officr, Srpln brr 10. 1909. 

ro.,ui,7„ Ti ‘." n,, " r ? acknowledge the receipt of your note of the ISth ultimo 
ros|icctiiig the situation in Abyssinia at the present time. 

™ lirsI l«ragraph of your Excellency's communication is answered hv the note 
llllnou f lu address to your Excellency on the 2!st ultimo, 
it . •, 7T" 1 lo thr * eo " ni * paragraph, Hi- Majesty’s Government are of opinion 

that It would appear unnecessary to send further instructions to Adis Ababa, since Hie 
foreign representatives at that capital have already been instructed to act together 
threaten! njf’**' 3 " l ’ 011 lh ° P ° llC> ’ b ° ado| ’ l “ 1 in ,lu ' « r *nt ,,f ‘I"' situation beaming 

I luive, 

E. GREY. 
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No. 30. 


Lord II. Herrey to Sir Edward drey.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 63.) 

gj ri Adis Ababa, August 18, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a copy of a despatch dated the 21st July from 
Mr. P. Zaphiro, southern frontier inspector, reporting on the movements of the 
Abyssinian Boundary Commission. 

With regard to the incursions accompanying tho commission into British 
territory, I l»ad already received a promise from Fitaurari Haptn Giorgis that orders 
would bo given for them to remain as far as possible ou their own side of tho 
line, and I am now requesting that these orders should be renewed and strictly 

From Mr. Zaphiro’s report it would «ecm that Herr .Schubert is inclined to 
ignore Major Guynn’s alterations in the original line; if this is tho case, ho has no 
justification in refusing to, at least, inspect the new lino, ns before his departure 
I showed him on the map what hud l>een done, and gave sufficient reasons for tho 
deviations. Mr. Zaphiro received instructions (which he duly carried out) to send 
some of his soldiers to take llerr Schubert over Major Gwynn’s line from Ursuli, nnd 
he will himself accomjmny him over the rectified frontier at Gndaduma, on tho 
importance of which Major Gwynn laid particular str«*Hs. 

From a private letter recently received, I hear that the Abyssininns |>ur|>oscly 
prevented Herr Schubert's interpreter from reaching him, so that they should be froo 
to do as they pleased without his knowledge. They are also trying their best to 
drive the Boran tribes from the British side up to tho north, nnd the natives are 
prevented from communicating with him, so that he remains in complete ignorance 
of what is going on. He is being warned by Mr. Zaphiro, however, to take nothing 
for granted. 

1 have, &*3. 

HERBERT HKRVEY. 


Inclosuro in No. 30. 

•Ur. Zaphiro to IjOrd II. Ilertey. 

Sir, Fort Harrington, Moyale, July 21, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt ol your despatch dated the 3rd May, 
1909, and to inform you that the Abyssinian commissioners arrived in the Homn 
countrv on the 20th June*, 1909. 

Lieutenant Schubert has sent me a letter requesting the chief* of the frontier on 
our side. I have sent three of my best soldiers w ith instructions to show them tho 
beacons erected by Major Gwynn. 

Since then 1 have received reports from them that Lieutenant 8chul>ert is 
following the red line from El Cl i!ako to Ursuli, and my soldiers were not asked to 
show him Major Gwynn’s beacons. 

The Abyssinian Commission consists of Balamharas Asseghed, Nagadaros 
Tanagasha, Balamharas Mouju (a very lad man lor the natives, previously chief in 
this country, but was put in chains for six months in Adis Ababa lor bis cruelties to 
the Boran and Islnms), the chief of Arero, Balamharas Wolao Gabriel, Ato Woldi, 
chief of Meg, a representative of Fitaurari Woldi, and about 300 soldiers. 

It seems to me that a forec like this ought not to be allowed to enter British 
territory. The country is for the present in a deplorable condition. lately tho 
rindcrjicst wiped out all’ the cattle in the country, and the people an* starving from 
want of food. The verv few animals lelt to them would be taken for the Abyssinian 
soldiers, who. as usual, have no rations, and live on the country through which 

‘""'iTve given strict orders to niv soldiers to protect our natives from tlic loots of 
the Abyssinians. I enclose the first two letters (originals)* sent by thorn, in which you 
will sec that as soon as they arrived on the frontier they commenced tlieir old games 
of taking camels, sheep, Ac. Balamlmras Woldi Gabriel is intriguing with tlio 

• Not endow'd. 

[1675] ' 



natives on our side, and ho is sending his soldiers to the south and forcing the natives 
to go to the north. 

Lieutenant Schubert's interpreter has not vet arrived. I believe he is kept 
behind purposely so as to make the former unable to understand what they are doing 
with the natives on our side. 

Although my grant makes it impossible to have any extra expenses, I should 
like to be with these gentlemen and protect His Majesty's subjects (who are com¬ 
plaining bitterly against the Abyssinia ns) against their loots. The Gharris can take 
care of themselves, but when they return to Gadaduma and Golbo it would 1 m* a 
good thing if I wen* there. The natives should have confidence when now they arc 
alarmed. 

With regard to Lieutenant Schubert, as far as 1 can see, he will not have any¬ 
thing to do with Major Gwynn’s surveyed line, he is directed by the Abyssinian 
officers of this country who arc trying to push the ml line as far south ns they 
can. Future trouble would be unavoidable, and I hope llis Majesty's Government 
will decide to acknowledge Major <1 wynn's line up to G. Rurroli ami put an end to 
this question, otherwise another Delimitation Commission would bo necessary. 

I made such arrangements that you shall have reports every month of the doings 
of the Ahyssinians in British territory. They are for the present at Jnrni, from there 
they will goto Dnlo; Mr. Schubert believes he would Im? able to reach Moynle by 
next. November, so you can imagine what that means to the starving natives on 
our side. 

It would he ndvisnhle that Fitnurari Ilnpta Giorgis should see the Abyssinian 
letters sent by my soldiers, so that lie might see how his people are behaving in 
British territory. I have given instructions to my soldiers to help the Commission in 
anything which they might require, hut instead of asking my soldiers if they want 
anything, they are taking what they want from the natives by force, and bent them 
into the bargain. 

Confidential instructions were sent by mo to the chiefs, that if the Abyssinian 
army try to loot them, to take their few animals and retire to the south until the 
Abyssinian force parses. This is the best thing to bo done for tho present, and I 
hope you will approve it. 

The unfinished beacons were constructed long ago from Malka Murri up to 
M ovale. 

I should 1m? glad if there is any possibility of having a copy of Major Gwynn’s 
reports and map when you receive them. 

I enclose a copy ol a letter wait by me to Balamhnras Asseghcd and Nagadras 
Tanagashn, saying that I have sent Walda Mariam, and if they require anything they 
have to ask for it from Walda Mnriom. At the same time I reported to thorn the 
behaviour of Bolamhams Walda Gabriel, and asking them to be careful with tho 
natives, as they are starving. 

I have, &c. 

I'll. C. ZAPHIRO, 
liritish Southern Frontier Inspector. 


[34246J No. 37. 

Lord //. Hervey to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 54.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, August 10. 1909. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 79 of the 
23rd July transmitting a copy of the Soudan Intelligence Report lor April last. 

The rumour that Ras Guksa hod been deposed is incorrect; possibly his name 
had been mistaken for that of Ras Mangasha, who has lost his title of head of the 
Rases and l>ccn removed from his governorship. This I reported in my despatch No. 30 
of the 14th .May. Ras Tessama is now the chief Ras, and he has also been invested 
with plenary powers to deal with the affairs of the Empire. 

W ith regard to Dejaz Joti, I received information from Sir It Wingate that two 
of J ti's relatives had arrived at Khartoum to ask the Soudan Government to use their 
influence with the Emperor Menelck to secure his release, and I was requested to 
represent the matter to His Majesty. An opportunity occurring shortly after, I 
explained that Joti was innocent of the offences imputed to him, but the Emperor and 
Empress declared tbat he had been imprisoned solely for disobeying orders by causing 
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f rr3wd"s2r iSi^ss 

children «ho were raided by the"GoJcrWentha. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


134779] No - 3S ' 

Colonial Office lo Foreign Office.-(Received September 17.) 

Doming Street, September 10. 1909. 

“ lo .," l i nt r ;r So^TC'Xl if inH.rae.ione could !«■ lamed .o Hie Mojoaljr’a 
consul ul llorn.r .o k.-,-,. .he Government infonned of any now • l <-™ lo P , ” e ' 1 

G. V. FU)1)ES. 


Inclosurc in No. 3S. 

Extract, Don, Intelligence Diary, Somaliland, July 1909. 

Mullnk-. Plant .—Asked what lie eon soy about the M..1MV. 

^.';::,dd nr n z, ; , «. ,i- d,,.. ^ ..- .-«>.>>« 

are quieler ond the plon to move is quiet. 


& -jj -Jira 

hf.innksTtlLros not will throw away’the letter ond disoppeor to Mecca or 
elsewhere. 

Jnl, 22. Mullah's Mission to 7,000*c“Z ond X'foJ 

Shenf with letter lo Abyssinia. • ,\| )Vss inian authorities hove taken up. 

^l-romon oe^inu p^m governor of Horror province has no friendly feel.,,go 
towards the British Government 

Mahmud JST XX 


i'wv’i L rnVCd v“ l Bo , h ?|'.?- The y liavc come trom « place about 20 miles north of 
t'.l I libber, m Yussuf Ab s counlry. 

.1 i ri ‘‘i: V B “ y 1 llm ' T" s,,lf Ali mainUiins son... 300 men round a fort at El Dibber, and 
that he has a lar«e forcu out against the Da Gheri. 

ri.e-se people have rome up hero saying that there is no peace and security in 
their o.vn country and ask to be ullo.red to live in this protectorate. 

Ogailen Err Kalwrm (see Diary, 23rd).—Confirm report dial some Oga.len Iter 
not nru'i'y of'tiiem ^ ,r ° m ' " ' nro " n ond wero loo,e ' 1 b - v Yussuf Ali. There were 
• • ","., a n ri , "“’■f*™-—'They say that it is true that the Marehan have now 

or'less under comp"d»Ton ** S,0Cl ’ n '' d *° n0 l °" i ' r,ls H "a b -l-probably more 

•„ I" °“ i " -Two Italian officers are at Obbia-about thirty askan. 

I , I ’V ,•'fif laVO 1 . srcat ‘ l " n "! l, y of ■nfion*. and are urging Yusaif Ali to 
'> M, ”J » al uolknyu nnu to garrison it. 

P e0plc th ?‘ l w li M h , ^".‘•cnimcnt are going to do the same at 

oelatli with a view lo preventing the Mullah joining Ha Gheri at El Halved. 

M/n.nsy.f,.—Nnr Jama reports hearing from his Midgaans that Ina Ali Shirnh 

is eollocting men, ... to attack our tribes once again. 

. y. ''I ■ Smart of Julo WrUimnn. MuH.h nod Drrcuktr. -The situation is 
practically Imchnnged since June. It does not scon, likely that the letters sent down 
hv Aw Ahmed from the Sirdar are likely to make much difference to die Mullah, who 
from all accounts by those who know him, will regard the pressing of the Marehan 
Into Ills service nnd the attitude of the Abyssinians towards his emissary as the most 
important factors in the situation ns far as July is concerned. 

It does not seem probable that he will more, or wish lo, until he has had some 
reply containing satisfactory assurances from the Abyssinians. Consul, Ilarrar, should 
he able to say il ho is likely to get these. Should ho wish to procrastinate and keep 
lip a pretence of negotiations, Ac., Ins easiest course would seem to bo to send 
messengers back to this counlry who will take with them letters to the religious 

tho Mu I lab’s" 1 whaUk B> " ° "“ 8ht n ’ ,n “ in ono ° r w °i“*g“i»K on 


, Lord 11 Hrice) lo Sir Edward Grr).—(Rtcrirrd Srplrmbrr 27.) 

(No. 00.) 

®' r ’ . , . Adu Ababa, S.plrmbrr I 1909. 

IN accordance with the instructions in your despatch No. 84 of the Oil. August 
last, I have the honour to report that I have coinploiucd to the .Minister for Foreign 
A Hairs a tout the presence of largo numbers of Abissinians on tho Kuroni River and 
at Jiwe hosmor, Uganda and ho is writing to Has XVnl.la tiiorgis, whose dependents 
these men seem to be, to have them recalled. 

As tho Bas is oxpected to return to the , .pitaI on the termination of the rainy 
season I will also take the first opportunity enuuire whether lie lias taken tho 
necessary action. 

I have, Ac. 

!l HUBERT HERVEY. 


L0Ui 11 ' IIercey 10 Sir Edward Grey. {Received September 27.) 

(No. 57.) 

r dt *'* Ababa, September 3, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have received advices from Mr. Zai-hiro 
Ihitish inspector on the Abyssinian southern frontier, that Ralambnms Asseghcd. the 
principal Abyssinian l*»undnry commissioner, mysteriously disappeared one night at a 
place not far from Mulku Murri. 

He is said to have left a note explaining that he was tired of the world, and was 
going off to the forest. His property he left to Ik- divided amongst his soldiers. As he 
look with him neither mules nor rifles it seems probable that he was the victim of foul 
play. After looking for the Balambaras for three days, M. Schubert, the German 
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member of the commission, decided to go on, but on reaching Bissikn the Abyssinians 
refused to go any further, so the whole party returned to Chillako, where they will 
probably await instructions from Adis Abal»a. .So far it appears that the Abyssinians 
have beard nothiug of the above occurrences, and the news may prove to be incorrect, 
Mr. Zaphiro will leave Moyale for the capital about the 30th instant, or as soon 
after as he can be relieved by an officer from British East Africa. Apart from the 
utility of his presence, should the Abyssinians raise any question about the frontier at 
an early stage, it is of importance that be should be hero to bring conclusive evidence 
against some of the more important natives who have taken part in recent raids and 
elephant hunting in British territory, as it is only by securing the punishment of one or 
more of them that we can hope to check such raids in the future. 

I have, &c. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


[28498] No. 41. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

8ir, . Foreign Office, iSeptember 27, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit herewith, U> bo laid before tho 
Secretary of State for tho Colonies, copies of a letter from Major Gwynn, containing a 
memorandum dealing with the situation on the southern frontier of Abyssinia and 
proposed changes in boundary lines. 

Although the question is one which more «*spocially concerns your department, I 
ntn to offer the following observations for Ix»rd Crewe’s considerations :— 

As regards tho actual frontier. Sir E. Grey is of opinion that the compensating 
areas east of Cliurre Moyole may fairly be set off against one nuothor, ami that it would 
undoubtedly lie desirable to hold t<» Major Gwynn’s lino. 

As to the line west of Moyole, Sir E. Grey, as at present advised, is inclined, on 
the grounds of administrative necessity, to Major Gwynn’s alternative line. The area 
of land His Majesty’s Government would thus gain is valueless, ami the whole frontier 
is sufficiently favourable to the Abyssinians for them to make this concession. In case 
they should refuse, the pressiug of tho Garre claim to Guba Gallgallo would probably 
make them give wav. 

lam, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[36470] No. *2. 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Rdtrard Grey.—(Received October 2.) 

(No. 59.) 

Sir, Adit Ababa. September 10, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to report that since my telegram No. 30 of the 18th 
August, as far as 1 can ascertain, the Abyssinian Government have taken no decisive 
steps with regard to the proposal of the mullah to come under Abyssinian protection. 

The emissary of the mullah, who is married to one of the latter’s daughters, is 
still at Horror awaiting the reply to the letter he brought. According to reports 
brought in by Somalis at Jigjiga, the mullah is now on the Wcbi Schebeli, with his 
head-quarters at llamash [?], in the country of tin; llawiya, in Italian Somaliland. 
Many of the Ogadcn tribes are said to have joined him, including tho Ilawadlo, 
Ghedlou, &c. 

Ras Tcssaina, in referring to the subject of the mullah’s asking for Abyssinian 
protection, told me a short time ago that they would take no steps which were not 
satisfactory to the British and Italian Governments, and I understand from the Italian 
Minister that the Ras even went so far as to hint that they might help the Italians if 
necessary. On the other hand, I rather gathered at my interview that, if there were 
no objection, they might give favourable consideration to the mullah's request. 

Having received no indication of the wishes of His Majesty's Government, I have 
not attempted to influence the Abyssinian Government in cither direction. 

1 have, &c. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


[1675] K 








[36471J 


No. 43. 


Lord H. Hereto to Sir Eduard Greo.—(Heceircd October 2.) 

(No. 60.) 

Sir. , Ad,. Ababa. September 10. 1009. 

" i’l'll reforenco to ray telegram No. 32 of the 4th instant, I have the honour to 
report that, after imieh negotiation, M. Hallot, the representative of the new railway 
company, has given a formal undertaking that he will secure the consent both of his 
company and the French Government to the agreement made between them being 
modified so that the section of the line in Abyssinian territory from the French frontier 
to Adis Ababa shall bo placed under Abyssinian control. 

Some lime may yet elapse before work begins in earnest, as certain slight changes 
in the statutes will bo necessary, and then either the Vilalien concession will again 
come into force or a new ouo will be signed. 

In accordance with the above concession, the Abyssinian Government is to 
construct one-fourth of tho permanent way, excluding the laying of rails and shs-pers ; 
tiie contract for this work will probably Is* given to Mr. Chcfncux, formerly repre¬ 
sentative of the old railway company, and Mr. Julian Humphry's, now agent for 
Messrs. Ochs Brothers. 

With the settlement of the railway question as fnr as the Abyssinian Government 
is concerned, it m expected that Messrs. Ochs llrutlicrs will shortly go into liquidation, 
their remaining interests in Abyssinia not Iteing of great importance; in the meantime 
they are fighting their claims for preferential treatment to a finish in the French 
courts. 

I have. Ac. 

HERBERT I1ERVEY. 


[37018) No. 44. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Si. Edurard Grey.—(Received October 6.) 
(Translation.) 

THE Itnlinn Ambassador presents bis compliments to His Britannic Majesty’s 
Secretary or State for Foreign Affairs, and, under instructions from Ins Government, 
has the honour to communicate to his Excellency the particulars contained in tho 
enclosed memorandum respecting the attitude anil operations of the Abyssinian chiefs 
near the Benadir boundary, who conclude agreements with the Mullah and furnish 
him with arms. 

The operations of these chiefs constitute a danger not only to Italy but also to 
England, seeing that the power and audacity of the Mullah are thereby strengthened. 
The Italian Government have expressed the desire at Adis Ababa that Fitaurari 
Daditarrc, mentioned in the enclosed memorandum, should be recalled, and they trust 
that the British Government will see lit to give explicit instructions to lllcir agents in 
Somaliland and East Africa nnd to their representative at Adis Aloha to endeavour 
to prevent the illicit traffic in arms nod ammunition at the frontiers and the agree¬ 
ments between Abyssinian chiefs and the Mullah. 

In tho opinion of the Italian Government the steps to lie taken at Adis Ababa 
should not yet take the form of a formal protest against the Abyssinian Government. 

The .Marquis di San Giuliano would be grateful ir sir E. Grey would inform him 
in due course what decision lie comes to on the subject. 

Italian Embassy, October 1, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 44. 

Memorandum respecting Relations and Traffic in Arms between Fitaurari Duditarre and 
the Mullah and his People. 

(Translation.) 

AS is known, Dcginc Balcia was appointed by the Negus to be head of the 
Ethiopian provinces of llnrrnr. of the Ogailon, and’of part of the Arussi. At tho 
c trvme southern limit of the Ogaden and Arussi territory, on the frontier between 
Benadir and Abyssinia, which lias not yet been delimited on the spot, between 
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Giulia (Dole) nnd the Debi Scebeli, the Negus appointed to a position independent of 
the other chiefs Fitaurari Daditarre, of Somali origin, a Mussulman fanatic. 

Our asent. Signor Pcrducchi, who is on that frontier on a special mission, reports 
through our Minister at Adis Ababa (the 2€th .June, 1909) certain grave facts 
concerning Fitaurari Daditarre *» connection with tho arms traffic nnd his relations 
with the Mullah’s people. These facts may be summarised as follows:— 

During the last year, since his appointment as chief of the frontier in the place 
of Degiac Lul Segiict, Fitaurari Daditarre has broken off all relations with the 
neighbouring Abyssinian chiefs in order to devote himself entirely to strengthening 
relations and the'bonds of kinship with the peoples on the left of the Sccboli and 
below Imei and with the Mullah's priests. For several months past he has been 
occupied between the Carnnlc and tho Ghellemi in receiving homage as the great 
Abyssinian chief of the frontier tribes, in celebrating his recent marriage with two 
women of the latter tribe, in coming to an understanding with tho Mullahs priests, 
in initiating himself into their religious practices, nnd in selling arms and 
ammunition. . , 

Daditarre feels his |>osition safe so long as tho Negus lives, on account of tho 
amplu and frequent tribute, and of the protection of influential chiefs at Adis 
Ababa; but as soon as the Negus dies everything leads one to suppose that ho will 
cross the Scebeli to make common cau>c with the Mullah and to escape certain 
reprisals at the hands of Dclgiac Balcia, with whom ho has a difference. 

In order to defeat the proposal of Dclgiac Balcia to have him removed by tho 
Negus from the Gorodugda region and tin: Scebeli districts nnd to satisfy the greed of 
his protectors, Daditarre is heaping up debts with various trader* of Adis Ababa and 
Ilarrar. making promises of payment, lor which he obtains arms and ammunition, 
which he then sells on the 8ccbeli for five times their valua in bullocks and horses to 
the Ogaden tribe nnd to the emissaries of the Mullah, nnd in cotton and other wares 
to the tnulers Iddor, of Bcrbera nnd Zeyln. , . . 

In Khcitu, near tho Dinnic, nnd along the Ucbi where there are elephants, 
Daditarre arms and maintains bands of Amam refugees from justice or deserters from 
the other Abvssiuinn provinces to hunt the elephants. Tho tusks reninm his property, 
anti he rewards the hunters with bullocks and fifty cartridges each. With a caravan 
of 130 camels he then carries on traffic in salt between the salt-pans of Af-der, to the 
vast of Dimtu, and on the same parallel, and the markets of Bale, where by means of 
retail and wholesale (?) trading he obtains further dollars, guns, and cartridges. 

Daditarre accumulates guns and cartridges, concealing them by distribution 
among the Rlieitu tribesmen and among some friendly sections of the Gurra. 

Daditarre's son, Kntale Dadi, on his return from Adis Ababa, where he lmd 
been to deliver the tribute and to defeat the projects of Balcia, introduced by means 
of his caravan of 100 camels and mules about 600 guns and 100,000 cartridges into 

In the first days of April last a caravan of 600 mules, with guns and cartridges, 
wav announced, personally conducted by the owner, an Armenian named Mamas 
Tercxian, and the danger involved in such n traffic was ]»«intcd out to the local chiefs, 
who, while admitting this, (mil led out Hint so long ns this was carried on not only 
with the consent, hut even with the assistance, of high and powerful persons they 
were powerless to prevent if, and, further, that this represented a considerable source 
of profit to a region already very poor, nnd that it wan a wise policy, in their own 
inter. -St* and in those of Dclgiac, to favour it secretly. In March lost the Minister 
of War. Fitaurari Apte Ghiorghis, disturbed nt the continual representations from 
the British Legation regarding the lands of hunters which infested the llorann 
frontiers, sent orders to Bale to arrest nil the hunters in tho region, together with nil 
their protectors; but those orders to Bale remained a dead letter. 

In the month of May, however, Cngnasraac Debncu of Gobba earned out a drivo 
in which he rounded up nliout 130 hunters with arms and ammunition nnd ivory, 
made a perquisition in house of Mofsis Carabigian, agent of the Armenian Mamas 
Terexian, arrested all his slaves and retainer*, and confiscated the ivory, guns, and 
ammunition, ordering him to leave the country. And Mofsis left for Adis Ababa 
in a fury. 

The Italian Minister at Adis Ababa on receipt of the information conferred at 
once with Fitaurari Apte Ghiorghis, formulating as many charges against Daditarre as 
there were deeds attributed to him. 

Fitaurari Apte Ghiorghis immediately gavo orders to confiscate arms found in 
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the hands of merchants among the Arussi, and to disarm and arrest all hunters in 
tne territory along the frontier. 

The attitude and operations of Daditarre are prejudicial and fatal to the interests 
not only of Italy, but also of England. It is necessary for the security and peaceful 
development of the neighbouring Italian and British'colonies to bre-ak anti not to 
strengthen the daring and audacity of the Mullah and his people with new allies and 
fresh arms and ammunition. 

l or their part the Italian Government have already telegraphed to their Minister 
at Adis Ababa to request the Abyssinian Government to recall Daditarre, and to 
substitute for him some chief who would act with greater loyalty and honesty and 
introduce a better Government, and they trust that the British Government will give 
instructions to their agents in Somaliland and British East Africa, and to their repre- 
scutativo at Adis Ababa, to take measures to suppress this illicit traffic in arms and 
ammunition along the frontier between Abyssinia and the Italian and British 
possessions, and to render impossible the relations between Abyssinian chiefs and the 
Mullah, preventing the former and their people from moving towards the Uelii 


[37018] No. 45. 

l)Q J Sir Eduard Grey to Lord H. Hervey. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 12, 1909. 

MiutUKAJUUM communicated by Italian Ambassador reports that Fitaurari 
Daditarre, who is in the South Ogiuleu and Arussi territory, is engaged in intrigues 
"Ith the Mullah, and in order to escape reprisals from Dejaz Balcha will mako 
common cause with the .Mullah on Mendels’* death. 

i T 1 ,"' further state that Daditarre has licen obtaining arms from Ilarrar 

and Adis Ababa, and disposing of them to the Mullah and the Ogadcn tribes. It is 
the' I'elT'™ nrlll<:<1 band9 of <--le|ili:.rit hunters arc maintained by Daditarre near 

lou should endeavour to obtain u!l information you can as to whether these 
possible* Un: trUC ' ° nl1 fur “ isl1 a ful1 re P ort of the result of your inquiries as soon as 


[38032J No. 46. 

(No !l ) L ° ,d 11 HerVty 10 Sir Kdward drey.—{Received October 14.) 

('Idegniphic ) P - . Adis Ababa, October 7, 1909. 

NEWS has conic through of a serious revolt in Tigre, Dejaz Abates entry being 
opposed by Dejaz Abrulia near Outla. Ras Guksa and other chiefs lave been 
dispatched with troops to suppress rising. 


[38033] No. 47. 

/v i Lord Hen 'y 10 S " Eduard Grey.—{Received October 14.) 

(iso. 35.) ' 

(To1 Te?OLT inTigne. ** AMa ’ ° C,oicr U ’ 1009 ' 

la continuation of my immediately preceding telegram I have to report that 
victory 1 ^ “““ takc “ prl80ncr b 7 lhe Abyssinian troops, who have gained a decisive 
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[37018] No. 48. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

g; r , Foreign Office, October 14, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for the Colonics, copy of a note from the Italian 
Amliassador respecting the relations of the Somali Mullah with the Abyssinian chiefs 
near the Benadir boundary.* 

His Majesty's cliargd d'affaires at Adis Alialia has bocn instructed by telegram to 
report upon the proceedings of Fitaurari Daditarre, and his reply will be transmitted 
to you upon receipt, when Sir E. Grey would he glad to be furnished with any 
observations the Earl of Crcwo may have to offer with regard to the points raised by 
the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

I am, Ac. 

VV. LANGLEY. 


[38230] No. 49. 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 16.) 

gjj. t ^ Adis Ababa, September 2t, 19U9. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Ncgadras Haiti Giorgis tins been deprived 
of his office of Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Fitaurari llapta Giorgis, already 
Minister for War, appointed in his stead. 

Fora longtime past llaili Giorgis has been out of favour, but lie has hitherto 
succeeded in maintaining his position by the distribution of lavish gifts, latterly ho 
has incurred the enmity of the Empress by paying over certain sums to the German 
doctor, Stcinkiihlcr, without her authorisation, and hv taking sides with the Court 
favourites whose dismissal had been demanded by the German Minister; having no 
friends amongst the great chiefs, he had no one to sup|s>rt him. 

lie still retains the portfolio of the Ministry of Commerce, but his powers and 
authority have been considerably curtailed, a representative of the Treasury having 
been appointed to cheek and receive all moneys passing through his hands from 
customs and other sources. It is probable that lie will shortly be removed from this 
office, and Negadras lgazu, formerly at Ilarrar, is mentioned as his possible successor. 

The news of the appointment >'if Fitaurari llapta Giorgis has been received with 
approbation by all classes, native and foreign. He is one of the very few men in this 
countrv whose word can lie relied on, and fortunately the relations existing between 
him and this legation arc excellent. It is, however, not yet certain that Ins 
appointment is to be permanent. 

I have, Ac. 

HERBERT HERVEY 


[38231] No. 50. 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 16.) 

(No. G2.) 

gj r> Adis Ababa, September 24, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that despatches received to day from Mr. Zaphiro, 
British inspector on the Abyssinian southern frontier, reveal a worse state of things 

than usual. . , „ , „ • . 

He reports over 2,000 hunters in the Gollvo and in the vicinity of l ort Harrington, 
who daily loot the defenceless Boran natives in British territory ; if these show any 
signs ol' resistance in protecting their homes and their stock they are shot down 
without mercy. Four natives belonging to Mankata, a Boran village about 4 miles 
south of Cliurre Movaie. were killed at the beginning of this month, and two others 
severely wounded. '.Mr. Zaphiro, who was in Golbo, soino 30 miles distant, started 
off at once to track the murderers, but they rapidly dispersed amongst the other 
hunters, and it was impossible to identify them. 

• No. 44. 

[1075] L 
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ncrr ocliubert, of the Abyssinian Boundary Commission is reported to ho 
° f Kl has yet be£CS JtE 

intio^L^r C ? mpla ‘ ns „° r * hc of Baiamharas Walda Gabriel, who is 

to brine h?m i!“ t |! VM ? Bn,l f h t * rritor y from Jarra to Gadaduma. ohliging them 
fro^ the ne t S Zl “ nd “*« “P lb °" *•» -fuse. Nmifea wh” 

ami r, „, r 1 " atOT fho'r animals m accordance with their treaty rights, are beaten 
remonstrated ’vi “S’ 6 ™ , da -y,? march northwards with their animals. Mr. Zaphiro 

irfSto herefU ^ in,erf " r ''’ -**"■»- 

in*" 8 had nl80 nrriv « 1 "n“ Walda Gahriol’s soldiers had crossed the line with 
MHb mV Zm,hi^' S w.'' n i ivT "V," ll "' "alive chief, at Debel and bring them 
protect Un people™ me ° f h “ Wr " ,n S on P° in * ° f '- avin-g for libel to 

AbvsrinLXollT,* "’5'*"“™ on subject of all these outrages to the 
Oior.M- >,„t ™ m t( “"I ® m awa,t,n S t*«c opportunity to see Fitaumri Hapta 

sam (Tubuses leommen™ '' rCCCi ' ,, ' H * n ° minal V'""*'"™"- Shortly "forwards the’ 
•unlit L ’l"' ' 'T S ™ ''seort, although doing cicellcnt work in turnin'- off 

s'ilrtitr, -r r bl t e riL“‘“ s*** ,m -" u 

unfuJBl'led. 11 °‘ e “ ritUh G ° VOr " m ™ 1 ' **■» >" protect ZmXZl’i'ong 

I linre, &c. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


F38790] No. M . 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 20.) 

(a.) Notes on the political situation nt Harrar ■ 

(6.) Notes on the Jibuti Railway; 

ro^ h R h G V A. r< ' 00ntly heCn reCCiTt ' d in thi5 D 'l ,artml -"' II-ieutenant D. A. Sand- 
War Office, October 18, 1009. 


lnclosuro 1 in No. 51. 

Lieutenant Sandford to Director of Military Operation i. 

8ir, 

H Xt'i r c SS .t 

fortnight in iTrelXand lX£k ^ m ° prP ' C "‘ ^ " f a 

smmmmm 

I have, &e. 

1). A. SANDFORD, Lieutenant, R.G.A. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 

Notes on the Political Situation at Harrar, btf Lieutenant Sandford. 

THE information on which these notes are based has been chiefly obtained from 
Mr. Gerolimato, British consul at Harrar, who, of course, has a unique knowledge of 
the people and politics of the district, and by reason of his official jmsition and also 
through his commercial agents in various parts of Abyssinia is kept constantly well 
informed of the general situation throughout the country. 

2. Disturbing factors .—The situation at Harrar nt the present moment is ono of 
considerable interest, and that there is jmssihlc danger in it to the peace of Abyssinia 
and to British interests seems clear. There may be said to be three disturbing 
factors: - 

(a.) Dejarmaeh Bnlclia, the present governor of Harrar province. 

(4.1 The probability of Menelck’s death at an early date. 

(c.) The French railway. 

3. Dejacb Balcba.— As regards (a), llcjncfa Balchn has only been Governor of 
Harrar for about sixteen months, hut in that tirao ho has made himself hated by all— 
Ahyssinians, Gallas, Somalis, and Euro|ieans alike. 

" Dejacb Ralcha’s relations tcitb Abgssinians.—The local chiefs, who nre Has 
Makunnon's men, arc all against him and lie has alienated from himself all the troops. 
Out of 25,000 troops (roughly) it is improbable that he can rely on more than a few 
hundred to obey his orders. There have liecn eases already of direct disobedience by 
considerable Iks lies of troops at Bcrsak and Geri (authority, Gerolimato.) It is 
customary for the governor to hold a grand review of all the troops on the Feast of 
Muskal, 27th September, hut it seems proliable Hint Ralelta will not collect the troops 
for the purpose this year for fear of their breaking out into open mutiny against him. 

Deiuch llnlcha's relations with Somalis .—Several Somali tribes have crossed or 
arc intending to cross, into British territory to escape from the oppression of Dejnch 
Balchn. and the gnrads (i.r.. chiefs) of several tribes have lately come to Mr. Geroli¬ 
mato seeking to obtain formal guarantees of British protection (authority, Gerolimato). 
.Mr. Gerolimato seems confident that, should trouble arise, he holds the Somali tribes 
of this district, so to speak, in the hollow of his hand, and that they would bo 
prepared to obey his orders. 

Dejacb llalcba’s relations iritb Merchants .—The relations between Balchn and the 
European and other merchants could not 1 m- worse, and, as by far the gieater number 
of these—!K) to 93 per cent are British subjects, this to all intents nnd purposes 
means the relations between Balchn nnd British interests—the result is a never-ceasing 
struggle between our representative, Mr. Gerolimato, and Balchn. 

Probable remoral ol llalcba It is impossible that this situation can last very much 
longer, nnd it can only lie ended in one of two ways, a local rising against Balchn or 
his removal by the authorities at Adis Abnlin. At present it seems certain that ho 
will lie removed, but in Abyssinia certainties cannot lie counted on. lialeha owes Ins 

K ition largely to Queen Taitu, and would perhaps have la-en removed before but for 
influence. The latest news from Adis Ababa tends to show that the Queen has 
recently lost |.owor (authority, Gerolimato), anil Mr. Gerolimato has received indirect 
information from Ras Tasama, the present. Regent, that the authorities intend to 
remove Balchn after the rains arc over, i.r., about the time of the Mnskal feast. Bazaar 
rumour tends to confirm this. 

Dejacb Tafari possible Successor to llalcba—As regards a successor to Balchn, 
bazaar rumour has it that Dejacb Tafari. Ras Makunneu’s son. a youth of about 18, 
who has been kept by Menelek at Adis Ababa sine.; his father’s death until last year 
when he was ap|H>intcd governor of Sidamo, replacing Balclia, will he appointed. In 
this case however, the wish is probably father to the thought, and there is no doubt 
that the appointment would locallv be universally acceptable, it is possible, however, 
that the authorities nt Adis Ababa may not care to take this step, ns once the hoy 
Tafari is amongst his father's people again, he may prove a very powcrlul rival to Lij 
Eyassu on Mcnelek’s death. 

■1. Mcnelek’s Health.—As regards (4), the latest report from Adis Ababa is that 
Menclck’s health has much improved under the treatment of Dr. Martin, an Anglicised 
Ahvssinian, who has supplanted the Gorman doctor, and that there is no immediate 
danger to the King’s life (authority, letter Uervey to Gerolimato, dated the 3rd 
September). 



Probable Results of hie Death.— Mr. Gerolimato is of opinion that if Dejach Tafari 
is appointed governor, no local disturbance of any sort is to be apprehended on 
Menclek's death, but that if Dejach Balcha is still hero, a disturbance having for its 
object the overthrow of Balcha is extremely likely to occur—and that if anv such 
disturbance occurs, there is the possibility of the shops in Ilarrar being looted, but that 
any action against foreigner* as such is not to be feared. This opinion is also held bv 
the local malinger of the large Indian firm of Mohammed Ali and Co. 

It will lie remembered as a guide to the future that when Ras Makunncn died, 
although shops were looted at Adis Ababa, no disturbance occurred in Ilarrar, but 
when a fortnight later Menclek sent orders for the boy Tafari to he sent up to 
Adis Ababa the resentment of the local troops and people generally was so great that 
for a day or two the situation here was critical. 

Dire Dm™.—The general opinion here is that in any case Dire Dawa is safe from 
disturbance or attack. 

5. The Railway. —As regards (c) tide mv "Notes on the Jibuti Railway' 
paragraph 4. 

b. Defence ot llritish Subject*. —Mr. Gerolimato lias, I understand, warned the 
merchants that be has no arms to give them in case of need and that they should 
make their own arrangements to protect themselves. Messrs. Mohammed Ali's 
manager told me that thirty-two Indians livo on bis promises and that he has a large 
supply of arms and ammunition. lie showed me a large tank which lie has 
constructed which is kept constantly full of fresh drinking water. His whole 
premises are surrounded by a large mud wall which he has adapted for defence. The 
smnll shops mostly kept by Greeks and Indians which line the streets an- totally 
unprotected, and their owners would preliably take refuge in the consulate or 
larger shops. 

7. Suyg.stcd possibility of Irielion aith France in caie of di.turbance.— In the event 
of disturbances actually arising hen—with or without Kumpcnn intot vent ion 
becoming necessary—there is a possibility of diplomatic difficulties arising between 
om-sel'es and the French. I am aware that we are pledged ton policy of "hands 
oil in this part ol Abyssinia, lint with llarnir. a town in which the French interests 
lire practically nil and the British interests predominant and with the surrounding 
Somali tribes eager to come under British protection, a situation might easily arise in 
which circumstances would he too strong f..r the fulfilment of our agreement with the 
French, and a partial British annexation be forced upon us. 

1). A. SAXDFOKD, Lieutenant. R.G.A. 

Ilarrar, September IS, I’.IOO. 


Inclosure 3 in No 51. 

Rote* on the Jibuti Railway , by Lieutenant Sandjord. 


1. Apparent increased Efficiency. 

1. Comparison between and 1007.—I travelled by this lino from Jibuti to Dire 
Dawn in April 19*17, and on making the same journey this month I was at once struck by 
the apparent increased efficiency of the line. 

M,\ train, consisting of one and a hair first-class carriages, one nnd a-luilf second- 
class carnages, and a third-class carriage, was quite full and much better turned out 
than before. 

A new well-apppoiulcd refreshment-room has liecn built at Adoo Gall i station. 
l(io' L P * r "“ ulcnl a PI ,e “ , “ lu mc t® Ih -‘ iu good repair, which it certainly was not 

Out of the two weekly passenger trains each way, one each way has been made 
“ express,’ and docs the whole journey in eight and a-lialf hours instead of twelve 
hours or more. 

2. New Construction. 

2. Ilnbe yiren to Abyssinian Gorenunrnt. —The old company extracted a promise 
from the Abyssinian Government a little more than a year ago to allow the line to go 
forwaid to Adis Ababa and to cense from further obstruction, and in consideration of 
this promise the French Government promised to present the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
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ment with 25,000 Lcbel rifles and 2,000,000 rounds of ammunition (authorities, 
Mr. Gerolimato, the “chef mdcanicien” of the line, and others; it is common know¬ 
ledge here.) These rifles and ammunition were kept at Jibuti for more than a year, 
and were not sent up owing to the Abyssinians refusing to allow the lino to proceed as 
per convention between M. Klebokowskv and Monclek, the 30th January, 1908. 
Matters have now been arranged as before, and all the rifles and half the ammu¬ 
nition liavo already been sent to Dire Dawa where they now are (authority, 
Mr. Gerolimato.) 

Work already Completed. —Up to date 13 kilon.. of new line beyond Dire Dawa 
have been cleared and levelled, and embankments made and materials collected for 
bridges, culverts, Ac.—but no ballast or rails have yet been laid. I have shown the 
po^ition^ of^this roughly on the attached tracing* taken off Major Gwynn’s Plane 

Reconsideration of Route. —The new company is, however, apparently reconsidering 
the whole question of the route to bo taken by the new line. I understand that 
Captain DuwolfT, of the French army, has just thrown up his appointment hero in 
disgust,and left the country because his survey and project for the new line have been 
rejected (authority, Mr. Gcrolimnto and also Mr. C. 11. Aruibrustcr, Soudan Civil 
Service, who travelled down country with this offloor). Commandant Filloneau, 
Director of Construction, hns just returned Irom a journey to the liawash, and has 
now gone to Paris to confer with the directors. 

It is rumoured that a |H»rtion of the 13 kilom. already constructed is to bo 
abandoned, i.e., from 2nd to 7th kilom.. and a new track made following the road, and 
not as at present keeping along the edge of the hills (authority, British consul, Dire 
Dawa, through Greeks working on the line). The fact that work was suddenly 
stopped on this portion of the line on the 9th September tends to confirm this. I 
cannot, however, myself sec any adequate reason lor the step. 

Work was restarted at the 13th kilom. on the 10th September, but along a moro 
northerly line of pegs than that originally laid out. 

Rate ot Work, Labour, S<c. —The rate of work has at present been slow, the 
13 kilom. having taken so lar live months, but it is thought that progress will now bo 
very much quicker. There seems to bo no lack of coolies—Somali, Gallo, and 
Dannkil. They work about eleven and a-lialf hours n-day, nnd receive 5 piastres. 

3. Future of the Line. 

Mr. Gcrolimnto is of the opinion that when the line hns gone forward ns far a** 
liawash River, it will tap the heart of the colTce country, and Ilarrar will lose thi* 
trade. The only trade then left to Ilarrar will Ihj that in coffee of the surrounding 
hills only, and hides, ghi, Ac., from the Ogmlen and Aruxa country. It is prohnhlo 
that the French line will make n bid fur this trade also by getting the carriage 
road from Ilarrar to Dire Dawa repaired nnd running an improved transport service 
— at present the road is in a very ImuI state, and nearly all the bridges nro 
broken down. 

4. Probability of further bstrurtion by the A by* sin ian Government. 

French Optimism. —Tho I rene < on the whole appear to bo very optimistic on 
this subject- all the local Frenchmen to whom I talked s|>okc as if the briiio of 
rifles and ammunition had “squared" the Abyssinian Government once and for all. 

Probably not justijie t. —Apart from the fact that the present Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment is not stable and is hardly in a position to make promises for its successors, 
this optimism is not, I heliove, shared by those ln*st qualified to judge (e.g., 
Mr. Gerolimato). It would be quite in keeping with the Abyssinian character to 
accept the bribe, nnd then to begin their obstructive tactics all over again. 

The Railway therefore a Disturbing Factor in the Political Situation.-- The French 
Government—for we cannot separate the Government from the company in this 
matter—would then find themselves in a very humiliating position, from which they 
could only retrieve themselves by at least a show ol force. For this reason I have 
included the French railway as a disturbing factor in my notes on the political 
situation at Ilarrar forwarded herewith. 

D. A. SANDFORD, Lieutenant, R.G.A. 

Ilarrar, September 16, 1909. 


• Not reproduced. 
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Incloeuro 4 in No. 51. 
Lieutenant Sandford to Major Gtrynn [?]. 


Dear Major, Horror, September 27, 1909. 

1 KUDU in here yesterday for the Feast of Maskal. As I said was expected 
no parade or troops was held by Kalcha, except of just the few hundred which are in’ 
the town Itself. There has been really no feast held at all, none of the usual horse¬ 
play, and dancing and so on. 

i he situation politically, is unchanged, and there is no further news of llalelia 
being withdrawn by the authorities at Adis Ababa. 

I Will write a report on the roads and the water between here and Jig Jiggn to 
the south-east when I return to Aden on the 29th or 30th October, hut I think I tan 
safely say now that water will lie no difficulty. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. A. SANDFORD. 

[38805] No. 62. 

(No ill) L °' d " ' i ’ ney S " BJm,rd Grr )—(Kecciced October 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. 

SOMALI M11II.1I1 and Dnditarrc. 

I,,,,. 1 ' " c ' cm "‘."t 'here is much exaggeration in the information given by the 

ahans and ."immimeattal to mo in your telegram No. 22. His .Majesty's consul at 
! ; " I '" ari “ oth, "g “h«"‘ the alleged intrigues of litaurari DaditaJre, who is a 
Ml,,, , ■ f t ‘ m l’ 0r ' 0 nee, and who, in order to he immune from raids by the 
Mullah, tries to keep on good terms with him. as is the practice of many other chief*. 
JIO 18 III com inarm Ol a district of incoiwidortilde size, and it is to hin intorot to Ik- on 
g-Hid teri.iH with the authorities at Adis Ababa. The ex-M mister of Foreijm Affairs 
|iur|!o80 W,U * ,K ‘ rm,t8 lo sl,oot ^uphanta and probably also with rillcs for the 


Adis Ababa [Undated], 


139063) No. 63.' 

(No 03 ) L ° ,i " /, "" J ‘° S,> EJ ‘ rard Gre ) —( Receiced October 23.) 

° lr ’ WITH r .... Adis Abcba, October 1, 1909. 

\\ 11II reference to my deepatch No. 02 of the 21th ultimo relative to allairs on 
the Abyssinian southern frontier, 1 have the honour to report that 1 last week had an 
toE"""y ° f 8 "'"' 8 t " auniri llap,u Uior «' 9 - ” 1 " 1 Pereonally represented matters 

The Ktaurari informed me that he had already given ordere to Kitaurari Waldi 
to dispatch several hundred soldiers to the frontier with instructions to arrest any 

f’-Vr.‘" s h “» 0 . b “" trespassing in Iiritish territory. The alleged murdcre 

. 1. .-.. “ d 

swtemen. ‘„, S i ’ ** ''“ u , ha '> "' aa ^red «ith ; he a.hhxl that he made this 

•m „ ? . , a “ • .J*? ,lmt Mr - ^aphiro was bringing accusations against him. 

1 he I ituurari said the whole matter could lx- investigated when Mr. Zaphiro came up 
and ho would in the meantime have enquiries made on the spot, and issue rcncwaS 
stringent instructions for Untish natives to lie left unmolested 

I have not the slightest doubt as to the accuracy of Mr. Zaphiro's statements and 
should the Abyssinian Boundary Commission endeavour to alter the frontier dividing 

pretr.'^.! be'r^d" 1 ^ MaJ ° r U " yBn - Mr ' a "^'-» - ™> officS 

I Lave, Ac. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 
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[39530] No. 54 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 27.) 
gj r> Downing Street, October 26, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22nd October, and to request you to inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that he concurs 
in the reply which it is prop,-si to send to tile Italian Ambassador with regard to the 
relations of the Somali Mullah with the Abyssinian chiefs near the Benudir boundary. 

“'"’khanoxs J. S. HOPWOOD. 


[39854] No. 55. 

Lord II. Ilerrey lo Sir Edward Greg.—(Receiced October 30.) 

gj" r ' Adis Ababa, October 9, 1909. 

' WITH reference to niv despatch No. 51 of the 13th August last relative to 
the difficulties of the Germans in Adis Ababa, I liavc the honour to report that the 
German legation does not appear to have succeeded ns yet in settling outstanding 
differences with the Abyssinian.. 

Owing to ill-health Dr. Zintgraff decided to return home, and actually started on 
lus joumev. The Abyssinian Government, whoso only wish is to lie rid of him, 
arrong'sl fir a party of Danakils to escort him through the low country, but when 
he found a numlier of these wild-looking, woolly men awaiting him at Choba lie seems to 
have taken fright, and returned to within one day’s march of the capital, where ho 
Still remains, although the Government have now offered to supply him with an escort 
of tho Emperor's troops to sec him safely to Dircdawa. 

The German Minister to-day officially notified the legations that Dr. Steinkuhlcr 
had been attached to his legation. The dispute over the amount of salary to be 
paid by tho Abyssinian Government has not yet been settled, the doctor claiming 
payment for three years, the term he was engaged for, and tho Abyasinians offering 
one year's salary, a generous concession on their part, considering that it was 
l)r. Steinkuhlcr who failed to carry out the terms of the agreement by absenting 
himself from the Palace without leave, and by disobeying the orders of Ins employer, 

,lM "disfavour into which the Germans have fallen has caused many things to lie 
brought to light which might otherwise have remained hidden. The German 
Minister since Ids arrival here has done his licst to bring this legation and the Italian 
licgntinu into disrepute; he has spread rumours that the Italians and ourselves are 
only awaiting a favourable opportunity to initiate a joint campaign against tho 
Abyasinians; he has invented conversations I was supposed to have had with him to 
the effect that the Empress was the enemy of peace, and that she would do nil in 
her power to prevent the succession of I.ij lyasu on the Emperor's death; and lie 
has instigated l»r. SteinkOhl, r to tell tho Abyasinians that 1 had assured him 
that in the event of their not coining to a satistactory understanding with tho 
Germans. His Majesty's Government were prepared to support the latter by force of 
arms. I may mention tliat I have never hnd any conversation whatever with 
Dr. Steinkuhlcr. 

1 have ascertained confidentially that at one time the Abyssinian Government 
were proposing to write requesting me to reply categorically whether tlicso German 
statements were true, but that eventually, convinced by my attitude towards the 
chiefs with whom 1 had come in contact that they were nothing hut baseless 
fabrications, they had decided not even to mention tbe matter. ... 

I hc only effect of all these machinations is to leave us in a bettor position th in 
before. The Germans are discredited; the French are still looked upon with some 
suspicion; the Russians arc ignored; and the Americans who, if they had a.pushful 
Minister in charge of their interests, could now have been playing a commanding role, 
are not even thought of. .... , 

At the present moment such confidence as it is in the nature of tho Abyasinians 
to repose in any one is shared by ourselves and tile Italians, with this advantage to us, 
that the Abvss’inians arc well aware of the superior strength of the British. 

I have, &e. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 
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[39530] No . 56 

Sir Edward Grey to Hr Marquis di So, Gail,am. 

Your Excellency, , . 

, WITH reference to my note of the 140, in., s 9 ” ° fi ”' °,'" b " 30 ' I009 - 
Somali Mullah with the Abyssinian chlefe W^e R^^'S* "a rcla ‘ io ? s of ,ho 
honour to inform your Excellency that 1 hfve ' u™ ,ho 
charge d’aflyircs at Adis Ababa on the subject. •clegram from h,s Majesty’s 

fair, I II. Jleryey reports that Fitaurari Daditarre i. . , , 

imjiortnnoc, who, like many other officials f ,, . 8 . a , mlor chief of no great 

position, tries to keep on gLl tcr^ adh ^ F°'^r nt “ •. 

remain free from raids by the dervishes. '' ln or< * cr ‘hut his district may 

probably with riflesffor cbpham hmlting^ml itTmdd Daditar ? " i,b P*™**. and 
interest to keep in the gixl graces of'the A * PP T " Ku “ 18 "> latter’s 

district is of small extent ^ Abj, “ ,n,an “"'honttes, especially as his 

informed^in'alVevmii^oceurHng'in^thaTouaHcr 8 of a \b^ ar ™‘' w [ bo ’ a ™">- - «U 

Dndilnrrc’s allege,! intrigues with the Mullah. * Ab >' 8s,n,a - ha8 heard nothing of 

I am, Ac. 

_ E. GREY.. 


[40175] No. 67. 

nr Marquis di San Giulia -o to Sir Edward Grey .-(Received November 1.) 
(Trnnslnt ion.) 

honour^ sSalt^fn” Sir K ' «-y. and has Ure 

Italian Embassy, Landau, October 31, 1909. 


[39955] No. 58. ' 

(No. 37 ) W l ° ^ Kd ' r, " d *°™brr I.) 

(Tclographic.) P. 

n EALTII of the Emperor Menelik. Mi ‘ Ababa l^dotcdj. 

the «‘h"ucffi.Trext!me“cS ..- another seizure on 

Tho qUMtron of succession has-been settled by the dMimSf’*^.” *" b " reco, ' er 7. 
of Ln lnsu. It is usual to nmU VI1 ,i. i ^ 1 '? “ e8, i ? na ^ | on this raormne by name 
llns Tannin, who lias been nppl>intc<l l iT?" when the Sovereign is .« exirrm,,. 
order to ho in a portion to keep the peace" [Should thc^ffin a”."" 1 " 1 h “ mcn in 


[41603] No. 59. 

(No. 07.) L ° rd " " eTet) 10 S ‘ r Edwar,t ^-(Hrarirrd November 13.) 

Sir, 

southern Abyiil",, frZZr.'LTm takingoTtte 

ult’l-f Walda Gabriel, 

Horan'chiefs'an^nwl^i^fo'^Knraytil'llaMano'^jil^^uzd'ij^n^^^'j^^ who^lmd *been 
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sent to the natives of Debel with orders from Waldo Gabriel and Gedti to call together 
the chiefs of that country and tell them that the British had no rights over any 
portion of the Golbo except the Gharri district, and that if their people did not at 
once come up to the highlands they would lie raided and their animals confiscated. 

Mr. Zaphiro then summoned a great meeting of the tribes in the Gollro, and the 
charges against the Abyssinian chiefs living substantiated, their horses and spears were 
confiscated and they were sent I lack to AValda Gabriel with a message that any 
Abyssinian or Horan' found intriguing south of the red line would ho punished and 
liis'property confiscated, and that the Ralamliaras would beheld responsible for the 
consequences. Ilcrr Schubert appears to have supported Mr. Zaphiro in his action, 
and a good effect generally has been produced. The German commissioner was 
reported to lie at Gadnduma'at which place Mr. Zaphiro was proposing to set out at 
once to meet him. 

With regard to the murder of British natives referred to in my despatches N os. 02 
and 03, Fitaurari liapta Giorgis carried out his promise and sent Fitaurari Waldi from 
Gurdula to institute the necessary investigation at Mnrimo. Several hundred of the 
principal hunters were assembled before the Fitaurari, and Mr. Zaphiro brought 
forward his charges on behalf of the chiefs from the south whom he had brought with 
him. Other charges were also made, including one for the arrest of .Mr. Vincent, of 
the Ikima Trading Company, and the confiscation of his animals. A long argument 
ensued, and it was finally agreed that all the parties should state their cases Iwlore the 
Einjieror or F'itaurari liapta Giorgis, guarantees being given for their apjiearanoe in 
Adis Alnha at the end of November next. 

I venture to bring to your favourable notice the activity and zeal displayed liv 
Mr. Zaphiro in the protection of British interests on the frontier. Ilia mastery of 
native languages, which enables him to secure the earliest information of what is 
happening in his district, and his unique knowledge of Abyssinian laws and customs, 
which prevents the authorities from imposingon him, have together once more carried 
him through a most delieute and even dangerous situation, and great credit is duo 
to him for attaining his object without getting into awkward conflicts with the 
local Abyssinian authorities. 

1 have, &c. 

HERBERT I1ERVEY. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received Hoc ember 13.) 

Sir, Downing Street, No vember 12. 1909. 

1 AM directed by the F.arl of Crewe to transmit to you, to he laid before 
Secretary Sir E. Grey, a copy of a letter from Major C. W. Gwynn, C.M.G.,11.3.0., K.E., 
enclosing a general report on the work carried out liy the Anglo-Ahyssinian Boundary 
Commission, 190P-9, a description of the frontier as domarcahsl, a map in throe shoots 
of the frontier region, and a rep t by Mr. Zaphiro on tho tribes inhabiting ibis 
district. 

I am, &c. 

H. W. JUST. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 00. 


Major Gwynn, R.E., to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Guernsey, November 3, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a general report on the work carried 
out by the Anglo-Ahyssinian Boundary Commission, 190S-9. together with a detailed 
description of the frontier as demarcated, and a map on a scab of 1 : oOO.OUO, in 
three sheets, of the frontier region. The map is a provisional issue, the Director 
of Ojierations, AVar Office, liaving undertaken to produce it finally in tnroe colours. 

2. I also forward herewith a report recently received from Mr. Zaphiro on the 
tribes inhabiting the frontier districts, to w*hich 1 have added a note, ln transmitting 
the report to me. Lord Herbert Hervey requested that a copy might be supplied to 
the legation at Adis Ababa. 

3. Other survey work carried out by the commission in Abyssinia, not directly 
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connected with the frontier, together with technical nn.l other reports will 1* 
submitted direct to the Director of Operations, War Office. 

1 .& ! u 1 ’ 1 - tu lali0 , tl " s opportunity of bringing to notice the excellent work done 
by the following members of the commission 

• B - C. Waller, R.E., had charge of the survey operations, and was on 

indefatigable worker. He took and computed a great number of astronomical and 
trigonometrical observations. The experience he has gained fully qualifies him to 
take charge of a boundary commission. ' 

Captain O. Condon was in charge of transport and of the Somali escort. Ho 
was also responsible for all cash transactions on the road. 

I found him a most loyal, hardworking, and conscientious officer. His varied 
experience of natives and transport animals proved extremely useful. 

I consider that the transport arrangements were efficient and economical under 
exceptionally adverse conditions. 

Corporal C. Carter li t although at first inexperienced in the class of survey 
required, qmckly pickcd up the work, and subsequently pnslueed excellent sketches 
ii ", ij Cle€rfu - V nml V lll ‘ energy, and was always thoroughly reliable. 

He should prove an exceptionally useful non-commissioned officer in a survey field 
section on active service. 1 

I regret to report that the other assistant surveyor, sapper C Favior 1IE 
early sta.™" 111 lle feil " r °* >nd ,md il been P ossil > 1 '' 1 have sent him home at an 

llis work was so unreliable I could make little nso of him, and his manner lioth 
towards officers and natives was very lad. I strongly recommend that lie should not 
again be employed on similar expeditions, 

I would also call attention to the remarkable scrvici-s rendered by the Somali 

ttnMa^n.UraAT’ W "° bIs “ **" ke “ of in ,he “■*»* «— 

nml lo.. IH n il " l>0 j' i ! 110 ,0 8|M ;«k loo highly of this man’s tact, energy, resourcefulness, 
and loyalty, and I was perfectly satisfied with his honesty in financial matters 

lie was equally good in dealing with men of our own party or with native 
encountered on the journey, whether Abyssinian, Somalis, or Olliers? Ilis knowledge 
ol the frontier region is now very complete, and I consider he would lie an invaluable 
agent when some regular form of administration is established there. 

Although, fora native, lie was very highly paid hy me, he saved his wages many 
times over, unit I think he has fully earned some honouriffc reward from His .Majesty's 
wStaSr" PW ° f l, “ ‘ ery ' a * "" th ° t,VO e x|M.-slili°ns connected with the 

M . r ' a JI ,hir " I " ,1S ll0t ' properly speaking, a member of the commission, hut lie 
was place-1 under my orders by lord Herbert llervcv. I wish therefore to 
ncknow edge the great assistance he gave me. and to testify to the admirable woJk 
he Inis done since Ins appointment on the frontier. 

. A "‘ !' n V' re l“ ,rtnl - 1 ,l " ""I consider Mr. Zophiro's present position 

a t u nn.'dde T ." ,0,u " :m “ Jf m l>««ry expedient, but it has been undoubtedly 

’ li “° nt aml C " tTSy " C hM d '*P la ycd,and aim tZ 

1 "'"lerstand that Sir John Harrington has recommended that his services should 
roeeno recognition rroin ills .Majesty s Government, and, from what 1 have seen of 
Ins work oil the spot, 1 fully endorse the recommendation. 

I am, &c. 

_C. W. GWYNN. 


Xnelosurc 2 in No. CO. 

General Report by Major Gmynn, R.E., respecting (A, Anglo-Abyssinian Boundary 
Commission, 1908-9. 

EAHliY in April 190S, Sir John Harrington telegraphed from Adis Ababa that 

England 'nothin ter Hmn'the'lCth^May?* ““S 8 '** 1 th# ‘ 

Unfortunately, owing to difficulties in obtaining Treasury sanction for the expenses 


of the expedition, it was impossible to start before the middle of June, an unfavourable 
date, as it necessitated traversing the Abyssinian uplands during the height of the 
rainy season. The most favourable date to start would have been about the middle 
of April, when it would have been possible to crass the uplands before the rains 
had reached their height, and arrive at the frontier in time for a full season’s work. 

Ill the central anil eastern sections of the frontier the rainy season and months 
immediately following are the most favourable for movement, ns water and grazing 
can lie had; while in the western section, where the water difficulty is not so great, 
the main |siint is to finish work liefore the rains begin again. It will be remembered 
Hint Major Austin and Captain Maud were both prevented from exploring this region 
liv the approach of the rainy season. 

To have further delayed the start, so as to avoid the initial difficulty of crossing 
the plateau during the rains, would have necessitated two seasons’ work on the frontier, 
and introduced many complications. 

The following were appointed as members of the commission :— 

“Major C. W. Gwynn, K.E , commissioner. 

“Captain It. I,. W aller, R.E., assistant commissioner, 
tCaptain G. Condon. trnns|K>rt officer. 
tl)r. It. K. Hrake-llrockman, medical officer. 

■Corporal C. Carter. R.E., assistant surveyor. 

■Sapper C. Favior, R.E., assistant surveyor. 

Treasury sanction for the expedition was received on the 20th May. and tho 
commission started from London on the 12th June, reaching Aden on the 2-Sth June. 

Here we were met by Mahomed Hnssan. who had been headman to Mr. Butter’s 
expedition, nml to whom I had sent instructions to collect men and camels at Bcrbera. 

As a trained escort was not available, I had decided to rely as far as possible on n 
purely Somali personnel. A mixed personnel of Somalis and Ahyssinians is out of 
the question, as it leads to constant quarrelling nnd difficulties in the matter of food 
supply. 

Seventy Martini-Metford carbines were brought from England with which to arm 
the men. 

Somalis are practically useless ns muleteers, and the choice of a Somnli personnel 
entaih-d the adoption of cmnel transport. 

'In allow for the temporary employment of hired mules where camels were 
unsuitable all packages were arranged for use with either form of transport. 

Stores tor nine mouths on the road were provided for Europeans, and three months' 
rice and date rations for the Somalis. It was decided to use two months' supply of 
the latter at the beginning of the expedition to diminish the chances of desertion : one 
month's supply was reserved as an emergency ration, nnd for issue to small detached 
parties for w hom it would not bo economical to kill meat. During tho remainder of 
the journey the Somalis were to subsist on a purely meat diet—camel, beef, mutton, 
or game, as found convenient. This arrangement worked very well, and the men -lid 
well on the diet, which for about half the time consisted of camel meat, frequently 
that of lame or worn-out trans|mrt animals. 

Neither salt or cereals of any ki I were eaten by the men for long periods, nnd 
very little milk was obtainable, owing to the ravages of rinderpest in tho Horan 
country. 

Mahomed Hasran, having rcceiv.sl final instructions, returned to Herbera. and 
marched the majority of natives and camels via Jig Jigga to railhead at Din- Dana. 
The Europeans of the expedition, with the bulk of the stores nnd equipment, crossed to 
Jibuti, and thence by rail to Dire Dana, where they arrived i n the 1th July. 

Pending the arrival of Mahomed Ilassan survey operations were started at Dire 
Dana, partly with a view to training the assistant surveyors who hail no previous 
experience of the class of work required, and partly to furiiisfi an origin for survey 
operations at the eastern end of the frontier, in the same terms as Captain Maud's 
work in the central region. It was realis.-d it would probably lie impossible to carry 
triangulation along the Dana River to join up Captain Maud’s work. The object 
was, therefore, to link Dire Dana and Adis Ababa (Captain Maud's starting point) 
together bv triangulation, and from this chain to carry a reliable longitude value south, 
either liv triangulation or latitude and azimuth to the extreme eastern end of tho 
frontier.’ The detail survey of the eastern section of the frontier could then lie 
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adjusted between fixed terminals. It is hoped that the maps and positions fixed in 
this preliminary work will also be of interest to the War Office, as the existin''mans 
are incomplete and inaccurate. 

From Dire Daua a visit was paid to Harrar, partly in connection with survey 
operations, and also to obtain information about our proposed route through the truss! 
country between the Ha wash River and Ginir. 

From the information obtained it Iiecame clear that there would be great difficulty 
in getting the main caravan through the Arussi country till the end of the rains, 
which it was hoped would be about the middle of September. Having heard also 
from Sir John Harrington of the King’s illness, and that'there was no hurry owing to 
the impossibility of getting the Abyssinians to undertake anything during" the rains, 
1 decided to move very slowly from Hire Daua to the Hawasli Valley with a view to 
getting the animals in good condition and the whole party in working order. From 
tlicHnwashl proposed to send the mainearavan by easy stages to Ginir, whilst I went 
to Adis Ababa to arrange with tlio Abyssinian commissioners. 

Mahomed llassan with the camels arrived at Dire Daua the 28tli July, and as 
grazing was scarce in the neighbourhood, the expedition started on the 30th.’ 
no , 11,0 expedition consisted of (I Europeans, 1 Abyssinian interpreter, and about 
.HI Somalis, including servants, &c„ with loo camels. A small Abyssinian party with 
hired mules were also taken for my own journey up to Adis Almlia. During our stay 
at Dire Dana a good deal of min had fallen, one heavy storm carrying awav two lar-'o 
railway bridges. After starting there was min more or less heavy each day which 
nindo movement, even in the comparatively flat country, difficult for camels. Owing 
to weather and halts for survey; work the Hawasli was not reached till the 20th August 
lly this time the weather had improved, and the natives said the end of the mins had 
practically come. At the Hawasli I left the mainearavan and marched direct to Adis 
Ababa, arriving the 27th August. 

As passes for the further movement southward hail not yet liecn received, the 
main body was ordered to remain in the vicinity of the telephone line from Adis Ahalia 
until they heard from me, merely undertaking such movements as were ueci-ssarv for 
survey purposes and to keep the Somalis employed. 

1 )n arrival at Adis Aliaha 1 found that tin- King's illness had entirely upset the whole 
machinery of government. It was totally impossible even to obtain the passes for tlio 
caravan to proceed to Ginir, while no steps had been taken by the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment even to nominate their representatives. 

As the Hawasli Valley was unhealthy, and I had received reports that tho Somalis 
were becoming troublesome, I decided to order the main body to proceed to Ginir 
without waiting for passes, and telephoned to this effect on the 7th September I 
nlso sent Mahomed llassan lack to the caravan, as his influence with the Somalis was 
required. -No passes were ever obtained for the movement of the caravan hut 
fortunately no serious interference by Abyssinians was encountered, though at times 
difficulty III purchasing supplies was oxjioricnecd. The physical difficulties of the 
march wore, however, vory groat, as the Arussi Plateau proved to ivacli a heiirht of 
over 8,000 feet, a rise of 5,000 feet out of the Hawasli Valley. A somewhat lower 
route, passing between tho Arussi and Harrar Plat,-aus, was impassable at the season 
owing to the rivers being swollen. To make matters worse the weather, which at tho 
beginning of September greatly improved, suddenly broke again, and the rainy season 
prolonged itself well into October, a most unusual occurrence, which, it ls interesting 
to note, is very clearly indicated in the diagrams of the Nile readings. 

lie cold and wet caused a groat deal of sickness among the Somalis, in spite of 
their having been provided with tents and blankets. The camels, too, suffered severely so 
that by the tune Ginir was reached less than thirty were fit to carry loads. Fortunately 
Captain Condon was able to hire mules, which, with the addition of those hrouglit 
from Adis Almlia by Mahomed llassan, enabled him to reach Ginir by the 1st 
November, if there had licen any necessity for more rapid movement, and if there 
had been no delay waiting for passes, this party could have reached Ginir at least a 
month earlier. 

Captain Condon, on whom the chief responsibility and labour at this time fell 
deserves the greatest credit for getting as many animals through as he did. and for 
maintaining discipline among the Somalis. 

While the main body were making their way slowly south I remained at Adis 
Ababa, boping that the Abyssinian Commission would Is- appointed. Sir John 
Harrington left for England the 30tli September without having neon able lo settle 
anything, and Hold Herbert llcrvoy, who became charge d’affaires, was no more 
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successful. Lord Herbert, however, had interviews with Fitaurari Hnpto Qiorgis and 
the Nagadras llailc Giorgis, at which it became apparent that neither the Queen or 
anv of the Ministers practically in charge of the Government intended to take any 
farther action in the uncertain state of the Emperor’s health. Meantime 1 was 
becoming anxious about the maiu IkxIv, as I realised that the uncertainty and delay 
would shake the discipline of the Somalis, while at any time difficulties might arise 
in procuring supplies, or with the local Abyssinians. I represented this to .Lord 
Herbert, and requested permission to join my main body. 

After a reply had been received from the Foreign Office, to whom tlio matter was 
referred, some more days were spent in a final endeavour to secure the appointment of 
the Abyssinian Commission and in obtaining a pass instructing local Abyssinian 
officers not to interfere with the movements of the commission. It was characteristic 
of the difficulty in getting things arranged in Abyssinia that for several days none 01 
the Ministers were transacting business, as they were employed in personally 
superintending their men cutting the Emperor’s hay. On the 20th October the pass 
was nceived, and a special messenger was sent to the main earn van to prepare to move 
south. Final interviews wore obtained with tho Fitaurari and Nagadras, at which it 
was arranged that if the commissioners .vere appointed they would join me on the 
frontier, the 15th December in the neighbourhood of Malka Murri, on the Daua lliver, 
being given as a rendezvous. , _ , . 

On the 2tth October l started for Ginir, which I reached on the 3rd November, 
crossing the Hawasli Valley, Arussi Plateau, and Wabi Shebeli Uavino on the road. 
Although travelling fast, ii was possible to carry oil a plane table sketch based on 
points flxisl by Captain Waller’s triangulation. This, together with Captain Wallers 
Work, gives k good map of a part of Abyssinia which is very ill-represented on 
existing maps While at Adis Ababa I was also able to establish a connection 
between Captain Waller's triangulation and a triangulation I had carried out at Adis 
Ababa in 1900, points on which had also been used as tho origin of Captain Maud s 

WOr *The weather, which had cleared at Adis Ababa about tho beginning of October, 
became again wet as I approached Giuir, and I iound that we had arrived there just 
in time for a recognised local rainy season. I also found that the main lnxly had 
experienced practically no fine woodier on their march, ns, when it began to clear in 
the north, they ran into this local rain to the south. 

L’mler the circumstances, it is not to he wondered at that the state ol the party 
«as deplorable. All the Europeans were more or less out of health and were suffering 
from fever, while 35 per cent, of the Somalis were also down with fever of_n srvero 
diameter. The state of the transport was even worse. Of our original 100 camels 
about Go survived, of which only 22 were able to carry full loads, and It. to carry 
half-loads. The Abyssinians with hired mules, who had accompanied the mam body 
so far. refusal to go further. The small numlier which had come with Mahomed 
llavuin from Adis Ababa agreed to re-engage, but their animals were in a far from 
satisfactory condition. It had liecn hoped, from Dr. Donaldson Smiths accounts, 
that Ginir would form a good centre for replenishing supplies and obtaining camels, 
but the exactions of the Abyssinians bad devastated the whole neighbourhood. 

No transport animals, except a fen donkey*, could be bought,and the Abyssinian 
authorities would give no assistance. The latter, as a matter of fact, knew little 
aliout the country, which had only recently been handed over to th- ir master, Dejaj 
Bale ha, ruler of llarrar, when the former governor, Dejaj I.ul Sega. 1, was deprive.! ot 
his province for his complicity in the raid which resulted in the death of two Italian 
officers near Lugli. Lui Scgad’s men liefore leaving had, as usual, stripped the 
country of everything they could lay their hands on. At Ginir wo met Lieutenant 
lVrducchi. the Italian officer who had been dispatched to report on the now boundary 
recently agreed to between the Italian Bcnadir colony and Abyssinia. His movements 
bad Ih*'ii thwarted by the Abyssinians appointed to accompany him, and he had been 
obliged to return to Ginir to receive further instructions from Adis Ababa, lieutenant 
i'crduochi kindlv gave me most valuable information about the route southwards, but 
was not reassuring as to the prospects of replenishing our transport Captain Condon 
had, however, wisely sent a party of Somalis on to an Arussi chief named Ii aurari 
Dadi Tare, in charge of the noinadic tribes further south, with a view to collecting 
animals. . , , . ... 

As there was clearly nothing to be gained by delaying longer at Ginir, which was 
proving very unhealthy, 1 decided to push on, in spite of the fact that the local 
Abyssinian officer threatened to stop us, as be had no authority from his immediate 
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chief, who was absent. This man was, of course, shown the letter with the Emperor’s 
seal, but he was the worst type of truculent and insolent Abyssinian. 

Owing to lack of transport it was necessary to move "the caravan in relays till 
more animals were obtained, and on the 6th November Captain Condon started south 
with all the transport available, leaving the remainder of the Europeans in camp at 
(«»nir. A superior Abyssinian officer, Gcrasmach Gubaia. had arrived at Ginir the 
evening before, and as I had acquainted him with my arrangements I anticipated no 
opposition; I took the precaution, however, to accompany Captain Condon through 
the town, nnd after seeing him, as I believed, well started, returned, calling on the 
Gcrasmach on my way. He proved most friendly, but I had hardlv left him when 
I received a message from Captain Condon that he had been stopped by an arin.-d 
party of Abyssinians, who were mast insolent, and that he could with difficulty keep 
the Somalis from tiring. I at once got the Emperor’s pass and returned to the 
Gcrasmach s house. He accompanied me to the place where Captain Condon was 
stopped. We found the Abyssinians were acting under the command of the 
Balninbarns, who had been senior officer on our arrival. I called on the Gcrasmach 
to punish this man on the spot, if he wished mo to take no further action in the 
matter; this, however, he was afraid to do. I therefore informed him that the 
incident would he reported to Adis Ababa, and refused to have further d>-alings with 
him. Ho sent presents to try and make his peace, hut these 1 returned, and withheld 
the present he would, under ordinary circumstances, have received. 

No further opposition was offered, and Captain Condon having returned with the 
transport animals, the remainder of tin- party moved off next day. After the first 
day’s march tin* track proved to he good, a wide clearing having liccn made through 
the hush, which was very dense, by the Abyssinians, to facilitate the passage of the 
great herd of animals they had collected in their raids to the south. 

Before leaving Ginir wo received a message from the Somali party which had been 
sent to Eitaurari Dadi Tare, hut this chief, though apparently friendly, would take no 
steps to provide camels till he had been reassured that wo were moving with the 
authority of the Abyssinian Government. 

Leaving the main party, therefore, to proceed slowly, Captain Condon and I 
went off to see what could lie done. Our appearance and the production of our 
sealed pass had the desired effect, and we wore able to purchase on the spot sufficient 
camels to enable us to carry all our loads without the necessity of making double 
journeys. Messengers were sent out to collect more, nnd a party of our own men 
were left to bring these on. Meanwhile, we continued our journey steadily south, 
though it was constantly necessary to leave detachments behind with tlie tired 
animals. 

Very few natives were met. and these were at first of mixed Gnlla and Somali 
stock, and later pure Somalis. Dadi Tare is a Mnhonimedan of Galla family, though 
his mother was a Somali. According to their usual custom, the Abyssinians have given 
him an Abyssinian title, and placed him in charge of all the nomadic tribes south of 
Gimr. His sympathies are entirely with his co-religionists, and this was onlv one of 
the many eases in which the fact of our party being Somali and Mahomraedan secured 
us assistance. 

As wo moved south wo experienced drier weather, and the health of both the 
Somalis and the animals improved. Our steady progress did much to improve tbo 
morale of the men, which had been much shaken by the slow nnd apparently objectless 
movements licfore reaching Ginir. The health of the Europeans remained, however 
very unsatisfactory. 

Our route lay along the left lank of the Web River. At first on high ground 
some distance away from the river, but from Hailn Modo (latitude a .10 ) onwards 
on low ground fairly close to the river. On the 26th November we reached a large 
Somali village at Dimtu, which had been found,si bv one El Kndcira, a holy man of 
a seyyid family from the lower Julia district. Next day we passed a large detachment 
of the Ogaden Aulilian (llcr Afgnb and Iter Wafti), moving to ,-senpc the raids of 
tlie Mullah from the Vt abi Sheboli to the country formerly inhabited bv the Dagodi 
(Hawiyah). 1 he latter, to escape the raids of the Abyssinians, Imd taken refuge in 
the districts between the Daua and Ganale Rivers, some even crossing into the Garre 
and Mnrelian country south of the former. The party of Aulihans we met was 
apparently the northern detachment or a general movement of the tribe south and 
west, which will be referred to again. 

On the 29th November wo reached the junction of the Daua and Ganale two 
days in advance of the date I had given Lord Herbert Ucrvcy. 
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There was no news of Mr. Zaphiio, whom Lord Herbert had instructed to meet 
us nt this point, hut we found a station of the Boma Trading Company established at 
Dolo. a small village at the junction of the rivers on their right bank. I he Marquis 
Gandolfi Hornevold (Mr. llomcyold), the manager of the post, was away on a visit 
to the Italian list at Lugh when wo arrived; Mr. Vincent, Ins assistant, was in 
charge. Til" latter kindly lent us two Hertlion boats liclonging to the company, and 
ill these nil stores and equipment were crossed the following day, the river being still 
high. On the 1st December the animals were, without casualty, swam across the river 

some miles up stream where the banks were easier. _. 

Captain M ailer lmd liecn able to carry a satisfactory valuo for longitude lo Dolo 
from his Dire Daua-AdU Alain triangulation by latitude and azimuth observations. 
M'e had therefore a value for the eastern terminal of the frontier in harmony with 
Captain Maud's value futlicr west. A fresh base was measured near Dolo, and nn 
attempt made to carry the triangillation along tin* Dana River. Tills, however, failed, 
owin'' tn the alisemi of natural features nnd thick bush, which would have made 
triangulation prohibitively alow. A wheel and compass traverse, checked by frequent 
latitudes, was therefore used between Dolo and the point at which it became possible 
to carry out plane table survey on triangulated points. Satisfactory results were 
obtained, and it has been possible to adjust the work of Bottego's expedition, and lho 
time and compass traverses in the eastern portion ol Capain Maud s work to the 
revised values obtained. ... 

At Dolo wo found considerable difficulty in obtaining supplies and transport 
animals, of which we were still rather short. I had ho|>cd to Is; able to send hack all 
our hired Abyssinian mules from Dolo, hut found they could not he spared. In any 
ease the Abyssinians were afraid to leave us and to traverse alone the Somali country 
through which we had passed. T 

On ti e "ml December, Mr. Ilorncyold returned to the station, and from him I 
heard very unsatisfactory report* of the state of the country in British territory to the 
immediate south. It appeared that during the last year detachments of the Iter 
Afgahhad crossed tlie Julia, moving from the Wain Bhebcli districts to avoid the 
mills of tlie Mullah and Abyssinians. The large raid made by the Abyssinians at tho 
time they came in contact with the Italian detachment front Lugh was the origin of 
the maiu movement, hut it had been stimulated by the more recent raids of tho 
Mullah The Iter Afgab had come into collision with the Garre tribes settled near 
the Daua, and with the Mnrelian tribes (Her Ilassan nnd Iter Isak| who occupy tho 
right tank of the Juba for some distance inland. There had been much intertribal 
fighting, in which the aggressors were, in the first instance, either tlie Her Afgab or 
pirties of the Marchan, known as tlie Marehan Gain, or New Mnrelian, i.e., individuals 
win., coming from tlie left bank of the Ganale, had attached themselves to tho 
Marchan. One of the most aggressive leaders of the Marehan ' .alti was a man callisl 
Shire Jama, who was for sonic time one of the Mullah s chief headmen. This man 
opcnlv professisl his hostility to the British Government, and was apparently trying 
to obtain a position somewhat similar to that of tho Mullah, disregarding the authority 
of the old tribal chiefs. Tho ller Afgab, Rer Ilassan, and Her Irak had all obtained a 
number of rifles. For tlie time being tho Iter Algal, and Iter Ilassan had patehed up 
a pence hut Mr. Ilorncyold anticipated fresh trouble when tlie Juba fell sufficiently 

allow it to he easily fordable, many partie* of the Rer Afgab in Italian and 
Abyssinian territory being ready to cross. The Iter Isak, to whom the more truculent 
of the Marehan Galti were attached, had been raiding the Garre tribes along tho Dana, 
with the consequence that the latter lmd retired west, giving un all the country east 
of Muddo. The road along the Daua was deserted and reported unsafe. Some or tho 
sedentary Garre sub-tribes, which lmd formerly cultivated the banks oi the Juba and 
Daua had crossed to the northern (Abyssinian) bank or tlie latter river, with tho 
exception of a few families who were living under the protection of the company s 
post Mr Hornevold was anxious that 1 should do what I could to re-establish order, 
as the position of'the post was distinctly precarious, and the disturbed state of the 
country affected trade prospects. The responsible tribal chiefs had al been in com- 
munition with -Mr. ilorncyold, whom they not unnaturally supposed to be in some 
wav a representative of Government. Tlie latter had done what he could to patch up 
peace between the tribes by getting them to agree to payment of blood money, and to 
Jeturn looted stock, hut he had, of course, to admit that he had no authority to enforce 
order. Mr. Zaphiro was opposed—rightly, I consider-to his assuming a position of 
administrator in the country. , . - .. 

On the other hand, Mr. Zaphiro, with bis small party of untrained Abyssinians, 



could exercise no authority over the Somali tribes, whom it is more than doubtful if 
lie could have visited in safety. 

I sent messengers to tiie tribal ehief to come and sec me, but decided that no 
further steps enuld Iw taken till I bad met Mr. Zapbiro 

On the 4th December Mahomed Hassan was dispatched to the north hank of the 
Dolo to out animals for food and trans|wrt from Somali tribes there, and Captain 
tt niter, with I r. Drake- Brock man, started up the l)aua by the south bank comm¬ 
on the survey. On the nth Mahomed Hassan returned with sufficient animals for our 
immediate needs He report,si that the Somali settlements were being attacked bv 
small parties of Abissinians, and that it was reported that a largo Abyssinian party 
V"? °" ' Iln s° ,h liack to their original location, within convenient 

distance or the Abyssinian [lost. He Imd also been able to get hold of some Somalis 
oiiginnlly employed by Sir John Harrington to ns.ist the Garro in protecting them- 
selvrs from Abyssinian ranis prior to Mr. Zaphiro's appointment. These men moved 
very useful as guides and messengers. 

T iru All, chief or the old Marehan Hassan, also came in this day, ami professed 
his desnv to live m peace and willingness to accent any settlement of outZnW 
1U"'"'s- [le complained that several Hritish expeditions had [m.-ed through the 
““"try elauned the allegiance of the tribes, but that each had |iasse,l on without 
leaving any permanent government to assist the chief in maintaining order Ho 
admitted that the Somalis were rapidly arming themselves with rides to protest 
themselves, and that (Ins was the source of most of the intertribal raiding. 

Leaving a letter in Ainlmric with the Itouui Trading Company to bo shown to 

party " " ° f 110 ‘ ll1 * *"'* on ,llu following night overtook Captain Waller's 

On the 10th, between Malka Dakka and Malka Sala, we met Mr. Zapbiro on his 
road to meet me nt Dole, lie had brought with him all the chiefs of the Garro and 
smioiis other tnls-s of mixed stock, who occupy the country on the British side of the 
Irontier between the pure Somali trils's in tiie last and the Idaek race, near Like 
limn". Dal.hr L-ass.chief ot the Her Afgah in llrilish territory, had overtaken 
me me evening before, having come in in oliedicnee to my incssnip'. 

-Mr. Zapbiro return.si with me to Malka Sala. The remainder of that dav and 
"ere taken up in going into the question ..f the intertribal disputes 
Air. Zapbiro being anxious to avail himseirof my party to attempt I., restore some 
sort of order in the country. The outstanding quarrel* between the Iter Vf-ah and 
«;'Hed by mutual payment of blood-money and undertaking to’return 
note,I stock, the chiefs been sworn to the agreement. It lie,-nine apparent, however 

that an agreement between these two Irih. s would he of little value ... t| 10 

Marehan tribe also agreed to a general settling up. Mr. Zapbiro was strongly in 

favour . f n surprise visit to the country, which ,.Id not give the chiefs a chance of 

evading us, and might result in the capture of rifles. As Mr. Zapbiro had nveived 
no in ws of the np,.ointment of Abyssinia,, commissioner!., and wa, clear thev could 
no ,H ssil.lv be at Malka Mum by l|,e l.’lh. Ho- date appointed. I a litter to 
hitnurari M nldi at Gurdula (Fitnurnn llnpto Giorg 's representative -m the frontier) 
informing him of my arrival, and requesting him -end officers to meet me to soo 
the frontier in the event of regular commissioners no’ rrivin- 

While giving time for the delivery of this letter, I decided to make an expedition 

° Mn r rcl ‘ :,n '°" n,r J- Mr. Zaplu'ro and a.it -event, rifle-, having the 

remainder of the eamvan and all the transport to proc.v-d slowly to Itanis-a. .he head¬ 
quarters ol All Abdl, chief of the Garre. Unfortunately nt this time all the other 
burnpoans were suffering from malaria, and Dr. Dmkc-Ilrockman wa, down with 
threatening* of hlnckwatcr fever. 

Mr. Zapbiro and I started at midnight.he 12th, taking with his part, „f 

Abyssinian, and a amt My picked Somali- will, Malmmcd Hassan. This left'the 
mam body very short handed, hut Mr. Zapbiro wa. able to arrange for some 
assistance from the local natives. 

Wo took with us all the tribal chiefs, and arranged for a strong part,- of Garre to 
folio"! us. A report on our proceedings was furnished in in, despatch on the 
- 9, h December, 1WIS. and only an outline of our movements w ill Is- given lu re for 
the continuity ot the narrative. 

, 0l,r f 'i 1 ^ 1 objective was a group of villages at Hara Faro. These belonged to a 
part) of Marehan Galti attached to the Iter Hasson. This „c reached on the 
15tl, December, at 4 a.,,. to find the villages deserted, a, they had .ZZl nel of 
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our approach the evening before from a hunter who had seen our midday camp 

0n ’we went into xariba and took steps to got into touch with the natives. This was 
He w.ni imo Somalis were sent out with messages to the chiefs, 

Cr I^k within reach came in under safe conduct, and a sworn agreement between them 
“d the-Iter Afgah and Garre wa, arranged. The chiefs all professed a strong desira 
J or the establishment of some sort of British administration in the countrj, and their 
willingness to surrender their rifles and pay taxes if this were done. 

Thev would not, however, undertake to collect their rifles and ban 1 them over o 
yi r Zaphiro unless given arm,si assistance. They clearly recognised that Mr. Mnoi 
control from Mosaic was not sufficiently elf,-clivc to give them assistance in case of 
trim Id e with their own people. They also resented the idea of being interfered with 

b> M Onfc 10th 1 eft' m' a homed Hassan and a party of twenty-five "I’.'" |° "Z n Y to 
chiefs in forcing their tribesmen to obrorve the term, of the., set lem.mt, a d to 
rsaivo rifles if the chiefs agreed to give them up lie was to obtain all the 
information ho could about the situation, and a pretty free hand to act as hi 
considered lies, according to developments, and finally to rejoin me at (-burro Morale a 
month later The results obtained by leaving him behind were not very tungi lit , is 
Ee . unable to obtain any rifles, lie was able, however. k ol tIre 

HoracylSibt Ug'f'(± aW was 
m'm’v V ^The'Marelum'‘(tairiC mm’cd theJ ^“."tiring "Lit 'Zrilitjf 

To The Government. Mahomed Hassm met several enaromi II e Mu! ah 
S[,reading hi- influence among > -e ^es “long the nvor Ita- Oa.U .R,r ^ 

! n ft"!!nd now near Clem.The distribution of rifles among the tribes, 

left, and lues f(1 ,[„„.,• Her Afgah, S00; Her Hassan Galti, 

•M(7""‘ml ID-r Isak ( aiti).'lW>; with alrout 100 more among the old Her 

mZwwas^gaiiPst the Garro, though they had had muchmore ^ -otaj. 
The fact is that the moral effect of the rifles is so go al that no n sittanu is 

^ m' r *$aphi*ro mi if ri'erita'raTaro'o: .'h^ lO^mheZi.h the Uarrochief, 

"•Us some 40 to ™ WS 

TZwS's'are sZad over a lZc E^Tand at the height of the dry season there 
is sufficient Aju ”o 9 .h!wZhesZme Umre. "5 

t^^IvlZvere demand are X tEgZZ " KZkt ffita there 

lictwcen b'l Mdc and B of a «raiup of low granite hills. These wells 

arc a nunj R.r o ^ season, and few people remain in the neighbour- 

• In Mr. Zaj4liro'fl note oa fl,. frostier IriUs. dstaJ U« 10th Avgwsh W, this =»» » -eportad to 
hare returned to Abywinun territory. p 

[1675] 



question of which families are to move 
and at liar.issa Mr. Zaphiro had to issue ordersin the mM?" ° f dl ‘P ut ' - ' an ‘> ''ere 

raided, as far south as 

masters, not the English. people that the Abyssimans were their 

and n^ft'Tnkabhaon Ow^htYf o’*"! Mr - Zaphiro 

2(15 miles had been covered in L flTnido . i ,'' 7^' lh ® followin S day; 

the men w« excellent, «Jd el " TT'xV 5 T"?' The “*>»« <* 

native dialects and Ids intimate knmvledio 0 ftheof the 
natives, even in districts he had never Sed . tr,,,nl hi ‘«° r >’ of the 

h> make good use of his oriental faculty for £-„ e Cel nt mon ‘ory. enables him 
natives. mcuiij for interminable conversation with tho 

thorn bush an,?"ft*wiikT’’'me-",u"'to'ni “ ler etl with dense 

ao r i^^, t ^^f r vi* r* * 

recovery , though it had been necessary to carry him a I .1 ! \ *'e hade made a good 

of n miles, the last #0 miles of which was thromrh »!LrL 5 ,o B » ni «'a, a distance 
hisk for Captain Condon irith ™| e ^ ™u h’ 1 '““U 

fortunately ’this was easy ^ a " d 

Of the frontier—and Captain Maud's Z> s ! . ” " ' 1 'I'" c '" of ' ">« British side 

Of the party, with the exeeptWof a small ,K.h ,r '»ngula.,„„. The remainder 

MnKi.^ C ° mCl * in U “.*— Hi»,ric,:*^t^tet 

a.ls.tuei ,, | V™ k „ O iX'ly nglh0 ,r0nUOr * tarted - description „f lho 

III, memoranda,,, on the subject already submitted. ° ’ e, P l * ,,, * d ■" 

chiiink™; ;^i:“3XS7i zizx t u ™z? ioa h n i w ' ,h ,,r 

Jar, mad, coupled with the surrender of the Garro cu! ' , '( ari ’ ®»“-B | l Molc- 

(.ui'a Cullgnllo, provided this. The adoption of ,| M . j !S ft,rt . l ! er norl11al 

trativo boundary provided an easily i.hu-mum .1 front; na, n«l rood a» tho adminis- 
Jj*® 1 ! ™ost diflioult to obtain in this' featuroless l,ulh ,or,.o i' l ' l " ould ° th * r ' ri » l«vo 

SSL ttsU! 

« -i. tribe 

people had moved to the prmawn^Z'^aild'^^’a fc”* ° f f" - calll, ‘- ow '"' n 5 
iveie met with elsewhere. Almost all the haras or iraiSriiS?f , ‘ OWn ' n ? ramiiic * 
provide, water for some months after the ci.dTf' foe £ '„ . !!!“ f SCrTO '"' whith 
obtainable the few that were no. was most unsavoury. ' 
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consequently essential and in some cases, where material for the construction of cairns 
was difficult to obtain, temporary marks only were left, Mr. Zaphiro undertaking to 
erect permanent marks when the rains came.® Tho “ main ” rains in this region 
correspond with the early “ light ” rains of the main Abyssinian plateau. Unfortu¬ 
nately in 1908 these early rains had l>een very poor, and the particularly heavy main 
rains of the northern districts had not extended so far south. The country was’ there¬ 
fore abnormally dry all along the frontier. This, combined with the severe plague of 
rinderpest in the Boron and neighbouring country, had caused abnormal movements 
of the population, which made it difficult to verify some of the information received. 

On arriving at Haro Heisa. in Jnra, it was found that several Abyssinian 
elephant-hunting parties were in the neighbourhood, as usual maltreating and taking 
toll of cattle from the natives. One party fled from Kara Heisa on our approach, hut 
a small party quartered in a neighbouring village were surprised and made prisoners 
the night of our arrival. They were subsequently taken to Charre Mo vale, where 
their rifles were destroyed before they were liberated. 

Reports also came in that Dojaj Tafari’s men had come to Hara Dana and to 
Eil Mole after we had passed. Thinking these parties might be in someway connected 
with the Abyssinian commissioners, and being in any case unwilling to wear my men 
out in the heavy marching which would have been entailed in taking action against 
them, 1 contented myself with sending messengers to Eil Mole to ascertain tho 
composition and action of the party there. The messengers reported that the party 
was one of about thirty of Dejaj Tafari’s soldiers elephant hunting, although they 
professed to he in the employ of the Nagadras Haile Giorgis. They decamp d on 
receipt of my message. 

The Jam hills are a group of granite kopjes, part of a line of similar hills scat¬ 
tered on the gradual slop.* joining the Oolbo plain to tho Horan highlands of Dirri. At 
their bases arc a number of shallow wells, similar to those of Tukabba, and other 
outlying hills in the Go11k>. These wells apparently tap lodgments of water among 
the granite boulders, and are not fed by true springs; they therefore run dry 
alino't every season. Jara contains some Horan villages, hut js looked upon as Garre 
country. 

Captain Waller rejoined us at Hara Reisa, having successfully picked up Captain 
Maud’s work and extended it thus for east. 

Captain Waller on his march had been shunned l>v all the Ahyssininns, many of 
whom were about, and lie found the Horans apparently afraid to have any dealings 
with him. Guides and supplies were almost impossible to obtain. 

The wheel traverses could now l>o checked between Dolo and Hara Ilcisa, and 
only slight adjustment was found necessary. 

On the 11th January the whole party continued the march along tho frontier, tho 
next water supply being found at the large granite hill of Gnmndda. Portion of the 
hill has a table top with precipitous sides, and forms a natural stronghold, as there is a 
small well on top. 'lho water at the foot of the hill was almost exhausted, hut 
fortunately at this point wo encountered the first of a series of thunderstorms, which 
greatly facilitated our movements. 

The Gamaddn Hill was ascended and made a triangulation station. 

On the treaty map the boundary between Garre and Horan is shown as running 
through the hill, hut as both tribes use tho wells and grazing indiscriminately it was 
considered advisable to secure unity of control. 

Moreover, the place forms an important station on the road leading along the 
frontier from Jara to Gaddaduma. 

This road should remain in the Hritish sphere, as no alternative line which can 
be traversed in the dry season exists on the Hritish side of the frontier. 

A short march south of Gatn&dda are the Gnggabba peaks. 

Here also the wells had been replenished by the recent rains. All the natives 
had, however, left the neighbourhood. 

The cairns erected between G. Burduras and Gaddaduma place both G&nmdda 
and Gaggaba in British territory as well as the above-mentioned track. 

At Gaddaduma a careful examination of the ground was made to secure the most 
suitable frontier.. 

The natural features are here of an intricate character, and had not been quite 
accurately represented by Captain Maud's surveyors. 

Captain Waller visited Bor and found the wells there in uso by the Boran villagers, 
-although, owing to the unusually dry season, many had moved to Le. 

* I have »u>ce received a report from Mr. Zaphiro that this has been done. 
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neighbourhood "ruhlTereo'l"'"’ ' tS ° lf Werc CICC P ll0 »aHy low and the grazing in the 
tivc./?;“ y „„t«lr° n and Partly f0r fpar of «“ rinderpest there .era eompara- 

projects south of two valleys much usedbv the Tohah."' JTi “ “ T 1 "™'** aml 
n.u! grazing. The houndar'v was con^n,mn.lv ,' n n ha ''"f , ' s of »ie Golbo for water 
Of Adde and Bute in the British spl“re ’ deflt ‘ cled 80 “ lo the wells 

in the os'-arp dose “to'fh ’ BuroT Vl/o "'v‘'Iino" C< '’° r ' lis,r, ’ Ct al ,he bcni1 
southern extremities of the spurs'of the cA.n I - P™tienl.v tangential to the 
Abyssinian territory. These valleys as has ten T'"Li' e . l " termcdlatc valle J' H in 
ram um, included the permanent wat.“ lunnk on wh^ik"l V pr " vio "> ""™»- 
or the Golbo depend, and are also tlm scenn^f I? , h ,‘ ^ the inhabitants of this part 
hy the Abyssinian*. 1 Cn ° of tho who,csa, ° destruction of elephants 

to estddTnn^'’a^tli^'rft r th °, Wcl1 *- 11 «*« be impossible 

territory. ' “ nt of ™n>",un,cat,on along tho frontier in British 

,n0rdert ° inCl “ dC,h0 

picked up the VtZZXTZ'iZ " i5 ^ a ‘» 

camels near Oaddaduma. 1 from Unnissa to graze tired 

t,j£ S;: 'X- -TtL--B 

.jightVyrem,rfnXuhfi?ar'chu™ y'K''.li'd Z ^T'" W' "" P "» 

shown on the map, hut to the district on the erll r * a P pl - v , to tlle large spur ns 
project, ,)wing to the resulting eonfumon JlTzanhire faST**, ’"'"l ,'T hieh «& -pur 
hcad-quartera in what was properly Ab^inian tert£" “ wlcc,ed thc *• * ‘‘is 

“ pity to wastclll'ihi ‘Xu/mI 1 Zaph'ho^uuTez'nen M im P ortanc0 ’ it appeared 

bv - strict adherence to the*rm,7fThe reatv ' l *l C0 , n * truc,in K ** Harrington 
sons to include Fort Harrington with wnto^pply in'“gf* ,hc boundary 

portion£ch^™a™ffgjrS £SE$ ° Ut "' at thc'greater 

fc' bon T> iato «* 

°tbcr ..Is who had accompanied us to this noim T .1 " s '" lvs ,hc Garre and 

cast of Moyale and thefe was therefore^ "o ZZty *» lh ° “'-try 

hlr. Zaph.ro, had arranged that fresh camel, should mre , et tl,c .T furIll -'r. 

c°=i d r': Ihett:.'.. ta * 

of the escarp, hut’may Imve'nl^^ocn'yiue'tl^m^c^tjli^trr?!^ 1 ‘.V.® “ c, S*>bouriiood 
Abyssinian methods of requisitioning transport. ‘ ' f hat wc should adopt 

Ali Ahdi, the chI>^or l 'lhc l Garee m fnd it haT an "" als Provided hy 

their use and for animal, which died ltnow^LTb^mem ° W 

the animals outright, and even bv so doing we had h,o?u nc «*“ry to purchase 

W,t ' “muTwf^’’^ 8 VCry '!?* ° f Cn0n? " an "“ als 10 So on 

-Mr. Zuphiro, and he wJ^Mto ZrTuZl 

more animals, rejoining us finally hy an upland ro^VZ^^il^^y 8 ' 1 
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Mr. Zaphiio was very pessimistic about our getting animals on our route westwards. 
I consequently d^patehed a small party of Somali with cloth to buy animals from 
£S^ierRjo“ ar “ k, '- W, ' h 0rde ” ‘° ri ’P'"‘ - 111 lhc "eighliourhood of 

Another matter which had to be settled here was the disposal of the ivory 
Mr. Aaplnro had confiscated during the px-t year from Abyssinian hunters. 

I did not consider it advisable to leave it with no latter protection than the few 
Abyssimans Mr. Zaplnro prejmsed to leave behind. It was at this time my intention 
that he should accompany the expedition to Adis Ababa, partly to utilise his services 

Se^^w^^hodS^tk”" OPPOrt " nity0f8C< -' ing th8w “ U! ™ >' ortio " " f 

Company^fbr^ic tra'nsport of"tlio < ivory'to Nairobn’ ° f ^ 

On the 29th January, leaving Mr. Zapbiro behind, tho expedition moved west 
From Moyale we-stwards, as far as Eil Sardu In the Itullull Valley (130 miles), 
“^he n fren t ST t '“ VC * Smg ‘° P ” r " m " C '‘ l ia 1,rilish '"ntor/within 

A» f “ r »* ">e L 'ran there is plenty of water just north of tho line in the vnllevs 
betwera°Moyiijo*and hX' SitU '' ll ' ,l "P t,la " • “bnilar stretch 

It was therefore impossible to modify the line so as to include well, in British 
territor} without making considerable deflections, in exchange for which there was no 
possibility of "ranting concessions elsewhere. 

Ill this stretch of country there is no considerable population on tho British side, 
and the most serious fact to lie considered is tho destruction of elephants hy 
Abyssinian hunting nartics based on tbo wells. 1 ' 

I lie effect of the Bomn ese-arp and the distribution of water supply on the 
movement, of the elephants has been described in my previous memorandum, and it 
is between Moyale and Lmn that they especially congregate. 

1 his country was swarming with hunting parties, hut practically all were met 
with in what, under the treaty, waa Abyssinian territory. 

As it was out of the question to - modify the frontier so as to place the wells in 
linns I territory, I decided to provide only a patrol road as far west as Uran hy 
mcliuling the detached lull of Burrole and the pass lietwocn it and the escarp in 
linn. 1 territory. Tliere are wells at the foot of Ibis mountain which would, I 
pmiehers al ' ta-VS |,roTldo sull ‘0ient water to serve as a base for patrols watching for 

From L’ran the frontier leaves tho escarp and runs through an nrid plain dotted 
with rack kopjes. he water difficultira made it iinpossible for the i.u.iii earanin to 
,°5 ,J > 0 fronJje rc| o8c , y, but Captain Waller mode a reconnaunanoe to ihc i;il Dinitu 
nnd rurroli llill to test the accuracy of native reporl. 

He round no regular truck or sign of permanent occupation, though tho country 
was evidently used as a grazing ground in tho wot season. 

I'he main caravan followed the line of thc escarp, and even then experienced 
considerable difficulty for lack of water. 

From Uran to its north-wes; extremity at Arhallc the escarp runs parallel to 
the strata, and is therefore much .vs indented and drier than in its eastern section. 

JmicIi water-holes as exist are not easily accessible from the plain. The only 
exception is found at Mogado, where there is a good well some 3 miles from the 
escarp, among some small extinct volcanoes which strike out from the escarp towards 
u. rurroli. 1 

In this neighbourhood there are deposits of a salt used by the natives to mix 
w ith tobacco. This attracts a considerable number of native caravans from the north 
and accounts for thc comparatively good road down the escarp used bv .Mr. Donaldson 
onutli and Mr. Butler. There is a large settlement of Gahra at .Mogado who own 
quantities of camels and sheep. 

They appeared to consider themselves under Mr. Zapkiro’s protection, and were 
apparently not intcriercd with hy the Ahyssiniaus. 

I avoided the subject of tbi- frontier as far as possible, os 1 bad decided in the 
districts west of Uran neither to erect beacons nor in any way to encourage the 
natives to look for British protection. 

. iv , St . il1 followei l 'JC escarp to Arhallc intending to movo thence 
to Dillo. At Arhallc, however, a letter arrived from .Mr. Zuphiro reporting the 
receipt of a letter from Fitaurari LValdi, in which be announced that, acting under 
[10,o] Q 


58 


l "; fron * Adis Ababa he ivas mmm; with a larq.- foree a-^inst the elephant 
hunters °n the frontier. He asked Mr. Zaphiro to accompany him, as he had orders 
to cross the frontier. Mr. /aphtro wrote that be would try and catch me up at 
uomi, |„ lt that, m Ins opinion, he ought to return to watch the movements of the 
Abyssinians. On receipt of this letter I moved to Gobso, a point on Mr. Zaphiro’s 
route and met linn there on the 8th February. Wo ascertained that Fitaurnri Wald! 
was at the time within some sir hours' rnareh of us, nud I accordingly sent him a 
letter requeuing him to como to sec us, or to inform me if In' was unable to. His 
r«*plv was to the effect that he could not come to me, and had no authority to discuss 
matlrre connected with the frontier. 

n I .« on “‘l ue . n ‘ I y docided to send Mr. Zaphiro back to his post with orders not to 
allow the Abyssinian force across the frontier, except such parties as he could himself 
accompany, and that even those he should not allo.v to cross except Tor short distance* 
in actual pursuit of hunting parties. I reported the Abyssinian movement to Adis 
Ababa, and found subsequently that it had been carried out in consequence of 
rcpresen.at'ons made there, though Mr. Zaphiro ha,I not been informed that action 
wns being takon by the Abyssinians. 

„. 1 '™ v » r 7 80r |-y lose the services or Mr. Zaphiro. as I had horierl during tho 

remainder of the journey to lie able to put into intelligible form the mass of local 

Amhsr'ie Wa "T " lim of wmea as interpreter and 

A nharic rhrk. llns left us without means of communicating in writing to the 
Abyssinians, except in places where Arabic was understood. 

Mr. Zaphiro hail also noted as medical officer since Dr. Drake-Brockman's 
departure with excellent results. 

Wo resumed our march shortly after midnight on tho 9th, and rejoined tho 
frontier in the neighbourhood of (lorni. The country was now exceedingly hot and 
dry and there was little nourishment left in the grass. Our animals in consequence 
rapidly lost condition. It was surprising that our few riding mules and ponies got 
along at all, ns on several occasions they had to go over forty hour, without water at 
,ist of which time they were on the march. Nothing better than a foot-juice could 
b< got out of them, so that under the circumstances little deviation from the shortest 
route from water to water was |>ossib!e. 

Captain Maud's work at this point was very complete, and required little revision, 
as wo were now inside, and not as previously moving along the edge or it, Cantaiu 
.Maud traversed the country after the mins had commenced, and could conscaucntlv 
move with deliberation. The Dill,, and Gorai enters am curious foajrenre 
him,Ire,Is of feet in depth, and about J mile in diameter, though their edges hnrdlv 
rise above the surrounding plain. In the mins lakes are formed in the craters, hut 
these dry; and water very salt but potable, is obtained from wells in the dry bed. 

I he whole formation of the district is highly volcanic. 1 

... ' n H "<w® lnr *° numbers of Hoftu Horan and Gabm in the neighbourhood of 

M.h.m'l i'i" ' : quant"" 1 * of sheep and camels. Through ..nergv of 

j. " , Hassan we were able to buy some of the latter, which we badly needed, 
tl o",h ihe peoph- were by no means willing to sell. They stated ‘that the 
Alossmians had requisitioned nearly all their draught animals, leaving them barelv 
sulheii nt to carry water from the well, to the villages. Female and fat camel, <7, 
nninials cut with the object of fattening for f-rod) were in plenty, Imt the latter are of 
little Use lor pick purposes till they have been for some time on the march 
A, far’ns itTi '' .pwplewre met with till Lake Rudolf was reached. 

A, fir ns the I,. Iliillull grazing is fairly good, and there were signs tlmt *1,. 

rrsr7 ,:;!i C nr, T 7 ,° f "'ll* werefound in the west 

ha, k of the BuUu l, hut they had evidently not Ivon used for some time. The 
gr„/i,ig in the neighbourhood is poor, and this may account for the absence of people. 

fre;,c!,h“^'ele 0 p^m. r : ° f ^ is ‘ he P'“* » 

in I riii "" t 1 l,l ; f " r °' ",T P' ,rli ™ of the frontier leave, no lincof communication 

n Wish territory between Uran and Sardu, and for the establishment of such a line 
It would he necessary to deflect the frontier to include the Mogado and Gorai wells 

wlm freo, d m'Ih " S "m "“‘IT.- ""‘I 'oave the Gahra tribe of Somali origin,’ 

who Iroqu. nt tho wells, in British territory. * ' 

As matters stand Abyssinian parties can penetrate into British territory from 

Z “ Phi '“ b “ ’ iD “ then “ "" *»d w>ef«l repore oo Ui. Irani, tribe, which i. 


Mogado, Gorai, Sardu, Lake Stephanie, or along Lake Rudolf, without fear of any 
force stationed at Churre Morale or neighbourhood. They could only be checked by 
a separate force based on Marsabit and I^akc Rudolf. I can suggest no concession 
which might he made to compensate such a deflection. 

From Sardu to Lake Stephanie, as there is no track and no water was found, the 
march was a trying one. 

Lake Stephanie was found to be even drier than when Captain Maud visited it. 

A well-defined point on each side of the lake was selected and beaconed. The 
beacon on the cast side is close to a group of hot springs in British territory at tho 
edge of lake bed. The water of the springs is potable, hut salt and nauseating. 
Great quantities of zebra, hartcbccst, and other game were found hen*, but no 
elephants. 

Some fresh hut muddy water was found close to the edge of tho lake, some 
•4 miles south of the eastern l>eacon, hut there was no sign of tho strip of water shown 
by Captain Maud along the south-east shore of the lake. 

Owing to the extreme dryness of tho country I sent Mahomed Hassan forward to 
locate water. The holes that had l»ecn used by Mr. Butter’s expedition were dried 
up, hut we found another small supply some way off the route. I sent the main 
caravan round to follow Mr. Butter's route, and took a small party direct across tho 
lake bed to erect the Itcaeon on the west side, on one of the most prominent spurs over¬ 
hanging tho lake. The lake bed was hard and dry, and can never have more than a 
few inches of water in it. 

The country between Lakes Stephanie and Rudolf is very stony and rough. Tho 
ground rises to some .'1.000 feet, i.e., 1,000 feet above Like Stephanie and 1,500 feet 
above Lake Rudolf. The watershed runs close to the former lake, and the escarp 
forming its western boundary is rough and precipitous. 

Water was found in two plnccs in the large watercourse which was followed by 
the caravan. The country was very dry, with no grazing, and no inhabitants were 
met with, though there were signs that it is at times frequented by nomadic people, 
probably Arboro. 

Between Stephanie and Rudolf there are no well-marked features for the 
definition of the boundary. My first idea was to allow it to follow the course of the 
stream-bed we marched along, assuming that it flowed fairly east and west, as shown 
by Captain Maud. It proved, however, to turn considerably more to the south, and 
its junction with the lake is not well marked. 

1 therefore prefer a line running to the northern summit of the Love Hill, 
which both Captain Maud and Captain Waller occupied as a survey station, and thence 
in a line directed on the prominent and unmistakable cone of Mount Luhur to tho 
margin of the lake. The shore of I*akc Rudolf is low and sandy, and it was 
impossible to find material for a permanent beacon. Adopting the proposed line it is 
a simple matter without instruments to locate its position. If it would conciliate tho 
Abyssinian Government atnll there would be no objection to adopting tho line of tho 
stream as a boundary. I had no means, however, of ascertaining the name of tho 
stream, and, ns nltovc stated, the exact position of the boundary at the edge of the lake 
would not K* well defined. 

We reached Like Rudolf on the 22nd February, the weather still being very hot 
and dry. There was no sign of tl • detachment which had been sent to buy camels at 
Kondi. and all our animals, espe* ally the mules, horses, and donkeys, were in had 
condition from lack of water and proper grazing. With the exception of a few 
donkeys camels were the only animals obtainable since our arrival on the frontier, 
owing to our not being able to get into touch with the Abyssinians. So far camels 
had proved the only form of transport suitable to the country, but once we reached 
the high ground west of the Kibish River they would he useless. It was dear 
therefore that though we liad reached Lake Rudolf in time to explore the 
western region, it would be impossible to take the whole party through it for luck of 
traus|>ort. I therefore decided to send the bulk of the caravan by the easiest route 
they could find direct to Adis Ababa, knowing that the route by the lakes was feasible 
for camels. 

We moved northward, therefore, along the lake, and found a considerable settle¬ 
ment of natives and an Abyssinian post near the north of the Omo. The people were 
called Gelaba, and are blacks. They cultivate the marshy ground near the Omo, and 
own sheep and cattle. They appear to Ihj allied to the Lokob fishing tribes, and are 
of a low type. 

The Abyssinian post was manned almost entirely by old soldiers of Leouticff— 
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Sudanese, Arabs, Somalis—all the sweepings of the Red Sea ports. They ap|x-ared to 
have little respect for the Abyssinian in charge, who was in mortal terror of the 
climate. The relations of the inhabitants with the men of the post were quite friendly, 
and there seomed to be no ill-treatment. 

Captain Waller and I visited Captain Maud’s survey station on Rocky Hill, 
with a view to continuing tho triangulation westward, rejoining Captain Condon at 
Marie. The north-western corner of Lake Rudolf was found to !>e dry and largely 
under cultivation, though there is some marsh land anti several minor lakes. Probably 
when the Otno rises it floods up to the limits of tho Lake shown by Captain Maud. 

At Marie I fountl that Captain Condon had been able to buy a few donkeys from 
the Gclalxa, and I was consequently just able to provide enough transport to allow 
Captain Waller to accompany me westward. 'Hie crossing at Marie was an awkward 
one and the river infested with enormous crocodiles, so I went as far as Karra before 
crossing. At Marie there were no people on the left hank of the river, but at Karre 
there were villages on both hanks, with a post of Dejaj Biru's men on the left hank 
ami of Has Waldo Giorgis’ men on the right. 

At this point the caravan separated, on the 2nd March, and I gave Captain 
Condon—with whom went tho two non-commissioned officers—a rendezvous at Adis 
Ahalm about seven weeks later. Captain Condon elected to follow a route through 
Jiako (Dejaj Biru’s head-quarters), Walamo, and Kamhata (Dejaj Abala's province). 

This route had not been previously explored, and the passage of tin.- watershed 
between the Onto and the Sagan Rivers proved very difficult. Beyond tlint point, 
however, good going through a rich country was experienced, nnd'the journey was 
made with camel transport, assisted at the watershed by loeal porters. In tho earlier 
stages of the journey there was heavy mortality among the camels from tlv and 
poisonous shrubs, ami the route is of course- more suitable to mule transport. Dejaj 
Rim rendered Captain Condon every assistance. 

Corporal Carter executed an admirable plane-table sketch of the route followed, 
which promises to lie the main trade route from the rich Walamo and Kamhata 
districts if ever lake Rudolf is utilised for the development of trade between British 
East Africa and Abyssinia. 

Just ms I was leaving Captain Condon the detachment sent to Koreli to buy 
camels rejoined. This party consisted of four men under my ties! section headman, 
Ali Gesali. They had bail a trying march to Koroli, and before they reached water 
tw o of the four camels they Imd taken, laden w ith water and cloth, died. Fortunately 
nt ibis point a raiding party of some twenty Abissinians, with camels looted from the 
Galn-a at Koroli, was located. Ali Gesali boldly ordered them to give up the animals 
and to clear out of British territory. The Abissinians at first refused, on the ground 
that our men were not wearing the red sash by which Mr. Zaphiro's men were known. 
Ali Gesali was equal to the occasion, and, producing a hit of pa|s-r and |iencil, 
pretended to write a note, which he gave to one of his men, telling him to take it to 
me. The lilulf succeeded, and the Abissinians surrendered the animals and bolted, 
leaving Ali Gesali with the necessary transport and the means of ingratiating himself 
with the Gnbro. in spite of this he was unable to induce the Gahra to sell animals at 
the time, though they assisted him on his further journey to Mnrsabit, where he was 
able to buy a large number of animals from the Hendile at verv cheap rates. 
Returning, he procured some food camels from the Gahra and struck our tracks 
at Gorni. The nnimnls were a welcome addition, and enabled me to add some camels 
to my transport in moving west. The Rendilc camels, which went with Captain 
Condon, proved, however, of ]wor quality, and were particularly bad in the hill country 
leading to Bako. Moving west to pick up the line of frontier again, Captain Waller 
and I practically followed -Major Austin's route, and his maps proved ramarkahly 
accurate. 

Wo ascended Mount Nakua and dropped into the Kibish Valley on the west side. 
The channel of the Kibish divides, and loses itself in aliout the same latitude as the 
summit of Mount Nakua. 

No permanent channel can lie traced to hake Rudolf. The north-western comer 
of Rake Rudolf, namisl by Major Austin “ Saunderson Gulf," was apparently almost 
entirely dry. The boundary, as described by treaty, is not, therefore, clearly defined 
here at alt seasons. 

It is not easy to suggest an alternative boundary without making concessions 
which ivould not he appreciated by the Ahyssinians, and which might hereafter prove 
to he unwise. I consider it therefore better to leave the frontier, much as it is shown 
on the treaty map, merely introducing a more definite description independent of the 
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water level of the lake. North of Mount Nakua the channel of the Kibish is well 
marked, and forms an easily recognised though not very good frontier, as it docs not 
represent a tribal lioundary, and Imtli hanks are at times inhabited. The valley was 
extremely dry, and water'was only obtained by digging after several failures. An 
abandoned Abyssinian station was noted, hut the inhabitants lmd moved away, either 
owing to drought or fear of the Ahyssinians. At tho Abyssinian post at Karre we 
were informed that large raiding-parties had been traversing the Turkana country with 
a view to getting everything possible out of it before it was lianded over to the 
English. , . 

The Ahyssinians appeared to lie fairly confident of their claims to the district* 
along the Otiio, hut were evidently doubtful ns to how far up the lake British influence 
would extend. The Abyssinian posts in the low land scorn only to lie occupied in tho 
dry season, when the inhabitants collect round tho water and cultivate. As soon as 
tax is collected the .Ahyssinians retired for the rains to the uplands. 

When we reached the point where Major Austin's route first struck the Kibish, 
south east of the prominent Nnita peak, it was doubtful what the Is-st course to take 
would be. Our object was to explore the plateau projecting south-west between tho 
Kibish and Akobo Valleys. 

We had cx|>erienced great difficulty in finding water in the Kibish, and that was 
some way from the foot of the escarp, which rose some a,000 feet very steeply to tho 
west of us. Reconnaissance failed to show either water or tracks at the foot of tho 
escarp, and no sign of habitation could lie seen nt the top. 'I ho alternatives were 
either to follow Major Austin's track and attempt the ascent west of Nnita or to 
follow Bottego's route up the Kibish and look for a more favourable point to attempt 
the ascent. A study of Major Austin's reports showed that wo must have experienced 
a much drier season than he did. as some time before the date nt which we had arrived 
he had Ihs-u troubled by rain. It therefore seemed very doubtful if we should find 
water along his route, so I decided to follow the Kibish. I was. also influenced 
by finding traces of Abyssinian hunting parties, which I hoped might lend me to 
some post. 

It was not till we were quite near the heatl of the western branch of the Kibish 
that water lieeame very plentiful, while tho hush became very dense and the 
appearance of the escarp little more promising. All traces of tho villages shown on 
Bottego's map had disappeared beyond some signs of terracing on the hillside. 

Finally on tho 10th March we attempted a spur which sectnod just feasible. I'ho 
few camels’ which wo hod w ith us were some wo hail obtained at Gorni, and tlioy 
showed remarkable stamina and hill-climbing powers, getting up slopes which tho 
majority of our mules could not face loaded. 

'I he ascent of 2,000 feet rough hillside without a track and covered with long 
grass and scrub was, to everyone’s astonishment, accomplished in four hours. 

Our luck did not cease there, as we found water at tho first point wo made for, 
ami this subsequently proved to Is- the only water within l'i miles. Shortly after 
reaching the top of tiie escarp n few armed natives were seen and some villages were 
located. There was, however, a curious absence of recent tracks, and after establishing 
our camp wo found that all the villages were deserted and the country had evidently 
been nliandoned for some time. 

As usual when in difficulties I fell hack on Mahomed llassan, and after explaining 
to him my proposed route, dispatched him to reconnoitre for water and to get into 
touch with the natives if possible while the caravan rested a day. 

I should like to draw attention to the work performed by Mahomed llassan 
daring the cxix-dition, ns illustrated by this occasion, lie had now been on trek 
almost continuously for nearly nine months, during which time lie had hardly had 
hair n-dav's rest. 

When other men were resting he was out reconnoitring roads in front, purchasing 
animals, and looking for guides, Ac. During the last week the search for water had 
entailed especially lianl work. This morning we had inarched at V80 and reached 
water at 12. At 2 i-.m. Mahomed went out with me to visit the villages found 
deserted, and 1 sent him by a round to look for roads, which made it 7 o’clock lieforc 
he reached camp. After reporting and discussing plans, I decided lie was to 
reconnoitre right awav to the southern edge of escarp if necessary. He started 
at an carlv hour, with a couple of other men, and, after traversing about 110 miles, 
returned alone after midnight to make his rei«irt. By 5 the following morning he 
was superintending the watering and loading of the animals. Mahomed had found 
[1675] R 



water some 20 miles to the south, and tracks which indicated the presence of 
Abyssinian raiding parlies, and nn abandoned post, hut bad seen no natives. 

During our halt I had sent out three parties of two men each to search for 
natives, and one of them had been successful. 

A party of six natives, evidently those wo had seen on reaching the top of the 
escarp, were tracked and found asleep. 

The two Somali rushed them and secured two, the remainder bolting. It was, of 
course, impossible to communicate verbally with the prisoners, hut the Somalis soon 
persuaded them of our friendly intentions, and finally induced the whole party to 
como into eainp. I heir language was entirely different from nnvthing we had yet 
come ncross, hut among his many accomplishments Mahomed Hawaii is a master at 
the art of picking up dialects and of communicating his meaning by signs, so that we 
soon obtained all the information required. 

The country we found ourselves in was nn undulating plateau, the highest 
portion of which wns the crest of the escarp overlooking the Kibish Valley. A wide 
central vnlley drained north-westwards, passing within a few miles of the "Central 
leak which wns the turning-point of the Macmillan expedition. Thence the vallev 
turned westwards, apparently forming the Karuno River of Major Austin's map 

The,watershed between this valley and that of the Akobo River runs through 
Central leak, hut is otherwise not strongly marked. The western side of the vallev 
rises to the escarp shown on Major Austin’s map, points on which were identified and 
fixed. 

The eastern portion of the plateau had till recently liecn thickly inhabited, and 
though the Ahyssinians had invaded the country and established posts there some 
years ago, no great hardship hail been inflicted dll some six months licforc our arrival 
when the Ahyssinians proceeded to loot the natives of everything they possessed 
driving off great quantities of cattle. The majority of the natives Ih-.l westward, hut 
practical y lost everything. A small numbor, with their King, succeeded in main- 
tnimn*’ themselves on the Tumu spur, some mill's north of Xaita Peak. 

These people were carrying on spasmodic lighting with the Abyssinian raiding 

G rties, and I was not able to ascertain definitely how they had escaped extermination. 

may he accounted for by the fact that the position they occupy is extraoidinarily 
atrong, on a spur some miles long, created with a series of steep hills separated by 
knife-edge cols. The sides of the spur drop precipitously some 2.500 feet, and are in 
the main thickly wooded, though cultivated where possible. Bolt holes lead down 
the spur to the bush-covcrcd Kibish Vnlley. 

The Abissinians may not think the place worth attacking, and prefer to watch 
their opportunities of seizing cattle grazing on the iqien plateau. On the other hand, 
they may lie Inking the common course with them of leaving the headman of 
the country emnparatively immune, us a means of re establishing communications 
With the people when desired. 

I subsequently ascertained that the country wns looted deliberately in the belief 
Hint the boundary treaty placed it in ltritis.h territory, and at the same time that the 
Turknnn ami Houtn countries were raided for a like reason. 

The small permanent Abyssinian posts have apparently la-on abandoned for the 
present, owing to the hostility of the natives and the fact that there is little left in 
tlio country. 

Presumably, when it is found that we are not attempting to occupy the country 
the Ahyssinians will encourage the natives to re-establish themselves. It seems, in 
dealing with the Ahyssinians, to Ik futile and iniquitous to enter into discussions as 
to frontiers unless we are prepared to provide protection for the inhabitants of the 
Country we claim. 

(in the 13th March wo moved south, and on the 13th came upon the inhabitant* 
of luimi. Wo found a man who had been for some time in Abyssinia, and from him 
wo were able to obtain information. 

Tumu was visited, but the chief Imd fled into the vallev. He was afraid to como 
ami see us for fear of incurring the displeasure of the Ahyssinians. Moving west wo 
ascended Tamitiro Mountain, and obtained an extensive view of the south. Thence 
we moved north through uninhabited country to Central Peak, known to the natives 
ns llirao. The western half of the plateau was rejiorted uninhabited and dn. A 
fair amount of water was obtainable in the central valley, and eland and buffalo' were 
seen. We ascended Central Peak, and were able to locate the tributary of the Akobo 
up which the Macmillan expedition had come. Although the topographical work 
produced by that expedition was evidently of very secondary value, the course of this 
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tributary should be fairly accurate, as its terminals are well located. No bettor 
boundaty than this stream suggested itself, and Central Peak itself makes an ndmirablo 
boundary point. It is by no means an ideal arrangement dividing the Tima Plateau, 
but the line of natural features selected as boundary points coincides very nearly with 
the treaty line, and does not affect to any extent the tribal distribution. 

To make further claims or concessions nnder present conditions would be equally 
useless. 

I should have wished to push our survey further to the north-west to fill the 
gap between Major Austin’s work in Boma ‘and the Kaia River. The work was, 
however, not essential in view of the Macmillan exploration, and to have undertaken 
it would have risked leading us into serious difficulties. Since our arrival on the 
plateau our few camels, which were our strongest animals, had been dying in an 
alarming way from eating |>oisonous plants. Our mules and donkeys were in a fecblo 
condition, having been bitten l»y the tsetse fly, prevalent in tlio Kibish Valley, and I 
realised that the first rains would cause heavy mortality among them. To have gone 
further north-west would almost inevitably have entailed returning along the Akobo 
to the Sudan, as once the rains broke heavily ;t would ho impossible to reach the 
Abyssinian stations on the high plateau. Moreover, in view of the rooent Abyssinian 
raids, it might have proved most difficult to obtain supplies. I decided, therefore, 
to slightly curtail the extent of our journey, but to adhere to my original plan of 
returning viA Adis Ababa. On the 19th March wcascended Central Peak, and the same 
night the first rain fell. For some weeks rain had been falling on tlio main plateau 
to the north-cast, which rises to a height of 8,000 feet, hut on the Tirrna Plateau® the 
rains were at least a month late. 

Our object now was to make our way as quickly ns possible l«»ck to Adis Ababa, 
carrying out the lx*st survey we could consistent with rapid movement. Following 
a track lieaton by cattle driven off by the Ahyssinians wo crossed our original track on 
the 21st. and found the route up the escarp used by the Ahyssinians. It proved to ho 
unexpectedly good, and wo had missed it in ascending the Kibish Valley owing to its 
crossing the stream at a point much beaten by elephant tracks. The district of 
Taigu, between the two branches of the Kibish. had been cleared of inhabitants by 
the Ahyssinians. The eastern branch of the Kibish proved to lie a beautiful perennial 
stream, and from this point onwards water was plentiful. The ascent of 3,000 feet 
from the Kibish to the Abyssinian station of Maji, where Fitnurari Pampti's head¬ 
quarters are established, was quite beyond the strength of our animals, llnlf-wav up, 
however, we were able to enlist the services of a numlier of black |>orters. 

The Ahyssinians have collected a number of blacks to cultivate in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the station, where there is good soil and plenty of |>crcnninl water. M'o now 
found ourselves i ii the true Abyssinian plateau, although to my surprise I found the 
indigenous inhabitants an* all low grade black races, who go about quite naked, in 
spite of the cold. Most of the villages are at altitudes of from 7,000 to 8,000 feet, 
and temperatures of between and 30° Fahrenheit were experienced morning und 
evening. The black population extends as far as Knlfa, although settlements of 
Ahyssinians Imre been established in the neighbourhood of the posts. 

At Maji we found that Fitaurari Pampti was at Adis Ababa, and Kenyaznmch 
Rata was in charge. This is the station where .Mr. (J. Clerk organised the Abyssinian 
expedition into the country west of Lake lludolf. The normal garrison ol the place 
must consist of several thousand men, but many detachments and raiding parties were 
away in the country south and west, as well as the following Fitaurari Uampti had 
taken to Adis Ababa. 

Kcnyasmach Rata received us well, and assisted us in hiring sufficient mules to 
take us to Jiren in Jimina. although there was some difficulty in obtaining the 
animals, as the negadi (merchant) caravans had ceased travelling owing to the rains. 

Before starting 1 went with the Kcnvazmach to a hill on the edge of the escarp, 
whence a wide view of all the country was obtainable, ilo pointed out all the 
districts to which lie laid claim, ami this included Boma, all of Tirrna, and some three 
days' march beyond that plateau, aud practically the whole of the western shores of 
Lake Rudolf, lie based the claim on LeonticIT’s and more recent raids, ale said 
that permanent posts had been established in the country, though lie admitted some 
of the garrisons had been w ithdrawn when they bail given up the idea of a boundary 
commission coming, our arrival having been unexpected. I told him we did not 

• This ficssns to br the Abyssinian name for tho whole of the block of high Und west of tbo Kibish and 
--oath of the Akobo Valleys. 



01 


admit these claims, but that as he was only in temporary charge, and had no- 
instructicns to discuss the frontier, it was useless to go further into the question with 
him I. however, pointed out that he was gaining nothing by looting the unfortunate 
people of Tirma, as it was admittedly Abyssinian territory. 

Starting on the 27th March we followed generally the line of the watershed 
between the Onto and Nile Valleys through a very hilly country. Rain fell heavily 
almost every day, and interfered considerably with survey operations. The country 
had been in many parts completely devastated hv the Ahyssinians, but iu the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Abyssinian posts were considerable settlements of black slave cultivators, 
the condition of these people depending largely on the disposition of the Abyssinian 
officers in charge. The triangulation was carried by Captain Waller into KafTa. 
Beyond that point clouds mnde triangulation impossible, and only a plane-table 
sketch could ho executed, checked by occasional latitudes and observations. 

The route led through Sherndn, the chief station of Rns Waldo Giorgis. This 
place is connected by telephone with Adis Ababa, and the line runs further east into 
Kullo, hut the bad condition of the line made it impossible to get messages through 
in wet weather. 

In KalTa the dividing line between the black population of the southern districts 
and the brown peoplo of KafTa is very strongly marked. 

The latter are entirely distinct from the Galla tribes which stretch in a broad 
hand across Abyssinia from Harrar in the east through Shon to the western escarp 
overhanging the Nile plains. The Gallas, whether Mahoinmedan or pagan, pastoral 
or agricultural, an) of a remarkably uniform type, and their language appears to 
vary comparatively little. The KalTa people, though of much the same colour as 
tho Ciallas, differ in feature ami physique, and their language has no points of 
resemblance. 

It would seem that they belong to an older stock, which has been forced into a 
confined area by tho Galla invasion. 

The Walnmo people, from what I can gather, arc also a brown race distinct 
from the Gallas, but whether of the same stock ns the people of KafTa I could not 
ascertain. 

The KnITn country is evidently extraordinarily fertile, and contains also magnificent 
forests, hut it has been to a large extent ruined by the Abyssinian invasion some 
ten or twelve years ago It is probably one of the most favourable sitrs in 
Abyssinia for rubber cultivation, and is famous for the quality and quantity of its 
beeswax. 

Crossing the Gojcb River by a bridge wo entered Jimma, a Mahomincdnn Galla 
Slate, whose King goes by the title of Abagifer. The slopes draining to the Gojeb 
an- not thickly inhabited, probably as the result of the old feuds between Jimma and 
KafTa, hut once into tho valley of the Gibbe River, which drains nortli to the 
Upper Onto, the country presents the appearance of great prosperity. It is thickly 
inhabited and cultivated, and there are also great quantities of fine cattle, mules, 
and ponies. Tho Abagifer Iwught off tin- Abyssinian invasion at the price of a 
heavy yearly tribute and active assistance in the war against KafTa. Menelek has 
nppircntly kept his engagement faithfully, and no Abyssinian troops arc stationed in 
the country. Those who pass through to KatTa ami beyond are not allowed to 
misconduct themselves. 

The Abagifer has an elaltorate sc mi-fortified enclosure at Jiren, but his people 
seem to be for the most part without rifles. 

The Abagifer is exceedingly intelligent, and was very nervous about his fate 
should Menelek die. lie was just starting for Adis A balm, ostensibly to deliver his 
annual tribute, but be admitted his main object was to procure rifles. This is the 
only district I have como across in Abyssinia where the roads are more than mere 
mule tracks. 

Although there is no wheeled traffic, the roads are wide enough to take it, and 
considerable skill is shown in grading and aligning the mads; cuttings are formed 
on hills and swampy hollows are hanked. There is a large market at Jiren, and a 
Swiss trader, of the firm of Dubois, has started a wax refinery, apparently doing 
well. 

There were also employes both of the rubber conqmny and rubber regie. 

At Jiren wc hired a fresh lot of mules, those from Maji not wishiug to go 
further. Thence to Adis Akiha there is nothing to reeord. 

Adis Ababa was reached on the 20th April, where we found Captain Condon and 
the main caravan bad arrived a few days earlier. 
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We wailed there a week in the hopes of securing an interview with the Em|>eror, 
or to persuade the Abyssinian authorities of the futility of allowing the Abyssinian 
commissions and Lieutenant Schubert to proceed to the frontier. 

Lieutenant Schubert was then only some four days' march to the south, waiting 
for tho Abyssinian commissioners who had not yet started. 

I,ord Herbert Ilervey was not able to secure an interview with the Emperor, 
and Fitaurari Hapto Giorgis ami the h'agadras, whom we saw, were clearly determined 
that Lieutenant Schubert must go on, though they evidently iiad no idea what he 
should do when lie got to the frontier. 

There was nothing to be gnim-d by further delay, so wo started for tho coast. 
Dire Daua was reached on the 10th May. 

Here tho men were paid off ami arrangements made for their march to their 
Tillages in Somaliland, equipment was sold, and the Europeans left for Jibuti by rail 
on the 17th, whence they returned to England viA Aden. 

In the nine and a-lialf months between the start from and return to Dire Daua, 
in spite of tho delays la-fore getting away from Ginir. the main body of the caravan 
had traversed over 2,100 miles, without allowing for minor windings of tire track or 
movements of the main line of march to survey stations. 

The party which accompanied Captain Waller and myself west of Lake ltudolf 
had made a considerably longer round ; while those men who had come to Adis Ababa 
with me in the beginning, and also visited the Man-ban country, lind covered about 
3,000 miles. • , , , , 

As some form of survey was continuously carried on, except on the final march 
from Adis Ababa to Din- Daua, I think it will lie apparent that a high standard of 
work was exacted from both Europeans mid natives. 

Vet the work was most cheerfully done without tho necessity of any driving on 

'whatever may lie the final settlement with the Abyssinian Government, I think 
that the survey work aceomplish.-d will meet all future requirements, nnd it will be 
unnecessary to send again an elaborately equipped survey party. Even should it 
be desired' to slightly modify the line demarcated, tho maps produoed could ho 
amplified to illustrate it by an officer with an elementary knowlodge of military 
sketching. 

I should like to take this opportunity of acknowledging the excellence of Captnm 
Mami's maps and the substantial accuracy of his re|Kirts. The maps submitted 
herewith are to n large extent taken direct from Captain Maud's field work, and it was 
due to the correctness of tho survey methods he adopted that the task or extending 
ami revising his work proved so simple. It will lie seen, too, that Major Austin's work 

lias been largely used in compiling the western sheet of the map._ 

C. M. G>\ lNN, Major, K.E. 

November 1, 1U0G. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. GO. 

Description of the Frontier as Demarcated. 

THE frontier between British East Africa and Abyssinia commences in the east at 
the junction of the River Juba (Ganale) and the River Daua. 

Thence it follows the thalweg of the Daua to the point immediately up stream of 
Malka Murri, where the dry watercourse of Goda Diinn joins it 

Thence it ascends the latter watercourse for about a mile, to a point imme¬ 
diately west of the cairn erected on the nortli side of tho track loading to Malka 

i '" r 'l hem-e it runs in a straight line to tho cairn erected at Clialaiaka Tarbo Murri 
where the tracks Irom Bauissa and Chillako join. 1 
Thence to the cairn at llawaln Ow Gubo. 

TIicncc to the cairn about 500 yards north of Ham Daua. 

Thence to the cairn on the Chillako road, immediately north o. Eli Mole liko.* 

• tin. He I nek lemling from Ctalabk. Tube Morn lo M.lk. Murri is entirely in llrili»li territory. 

■ Irom tbsl.Uks T*rlc Murri 10 83 Mole, for edmini.ti.tiv. purposes, Ihe frontier may lie l-.ken a 
following Us- sell-narked track connecting tho l»o pUcos. but the w.ter « lien Hsus nnd nt hit Mole is 
cotir«*iv in British territory. 

11U73J » 
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Thcnco to the summit of the southern hill of Gan dad. 5 

Thence to the cairn on (!. flindali. 

Thence to tile summit of G. Burdinas.* 

Thence to the cairn on T. Koeiti. 

Thence to the cairn about 1 mile west of Kuf Tika, on the track from Gaddaduma 
to Gaggalm. 

Thence to the cairn on G. Faiyu. 

Thence it follows the watershed between llie Gaddaduma and Addc Valleys on the 
one side, and the valleys of Bor and Dembi on the other, to the cairn erected on the 
hill south of the Ham of Dembi." 

Thence it follows the same line of watershed to the cairn on G. Gaivu. 

Thence it crosses the Bute Valley to the cairn on G. Goto AVirri.’ 

Thence it runs to the summit of the Dimbi Dakara Hill. 

Thcnco to the cairn on the summit of G. Halaki Halo. 

Thence to the cairn on a spur on the cost side of the Godoma Valley and north of 
the wells of Godoma. 

Thence to the cairn on the summit of G. Chabi.’ 

Thence to the summit of G. Yaliello. 

Thence to the summit of G. Hnra Sako. 

Thence to the cairn on the Konfoleha spur, south of the Karse Walds in “ water¬ 
course. which rums just north of Port Harrington. 

Thence to the cairn on Churn- .Morale to the north of the same watercourse. 

Tlionco to the cairn on U. Gafcrso.” 

Thence to a cairn on a spur cast of the Eil Guda Valley. 

Thence to tin- summit of tin- wooded hill, forming the south end of the spur 
separating the valleys of Gods Diri and Eil Ajali. 

'thence to the cairn on the most southern spur of G. Ajali. 

Thence to the cairn on Kiltijic spur. 

Thence to the southern summit of G. Abo. 

'I hence to the summit of T. Werda at the end of the spur sciiarating the valleys 
of Eil (lololc and Ulan. 

Thence to the southern extremity of the Uran Spur. 10 

Thence to K. Golja. 

Thence to K. Gura. 

Thence through the kopjes ns shown on map to G. Furroli summit 

Thence to the summits of G. Ulan, G. Shahel, and Dakka Kagalla, as shown on 
map, to the summit of G. Dihhandibbe. 

Thence, as shown on map, by G. Durrchuma to the summit of G. Afurr. 

Thence by the line shown on the map through the summits of the Eil Dima Hills 
to the cairn erected on the northern summit of the low hill close to the springs on 
the south-east shore of I-’ike Stephanie." 

Thence to the cairn erected on a prominent spur on the west side of the lake. 

Thence to the northern summit or G. Leya. 

Thence in a line directed on the summit of Mount I.uhur to a iwint due north of 
the summit of the island marked ns “ North Island."" 

Thence to a point due north of the summit of .Mount Lubur, and due cast of the 
summit of Mount Lorusia. 

Thence to n point on the main channel of the Kibish Kiver, due west of the 
summit of .Mount Nakun. 15 


• This leave, the Chillako well In Abysainian territory, and the Sen Kurar troll in Hriti.li territory. 

IliUH Hit* dbtnct of .lara, with its wells, ai© in British U-rritory. 

territ r* ***'” ^ r<, “ d ft ° m <ia,Wuduma J “ ra a ‘" 1 ,lw foul.tains of G.iroadda and (iaggaba in British 

• Thus GatMiidiiina and Addc art* British and Bor and Drinbi Abysrioian. 

7 Tima leaving tin* wells of Roka and Bute British. 

" Thus leaving the Godoma wells British. 

’ T'; 11 ’ K ; ,rl OarrhiKtoo with the water. of Kirs- W.ldaia, II,-,. anl HolLUi m i„ British territory. -5 
lira, I,wring the village of ttaiyo and tlio whole of (i. Bunoli. with tho umi between it nnd the 
escarp, in British territory. 

" These springs are In British territory. 

lake." M ° Unta Lubur “ nd ***** m bolh V “« W ® from «ho point where tho line cuts the eastern shore of the 

'* t* 10 north-eastern shon* of I>akc Rudolf i* in Abysinian territory. The north end of the lako 

S’P**" .<? "P; *"'k *' any r*‘o. tho water line i, li.blo t„ gnat variations aetoedrag to srason. 

fht^uk'X hke -“ d *™° Uw “" h “ Wh ' re ' U ~*"• •» >* 


Thence it follows the thalweg of the Kibish watercourse to its junction with the 
large watercourse rising on the southern slopes of Mount Naita. 

Thence it follow s that watercourse to its nearest point to the pass over tho western 
watershed of the Kibish Valley. 

Thence to the crest of that pass. 

Thence by the watershed to the summit of G. Naita. 

Thence to the summit of G. Tamitiro. 

Thence to the summit of the Tiilga Hill. 

Thence to the summit of the Rongada Hill. 

Thcnco to the summit of the Birino Mountain (Central Peak).'* 

Thence to source of the tributary of the Akolio ltiver, which rises on the 
northern slopes of the peak, and follow s this tributary to its junction with tho Akobo 
River. 

Thence it follows the Akolio River to its junction with the Bilior River. 

General Note .—The boundary will follow the toiiogmphieal features indicated 
on the map, irrespective of emirs in names employed in tho nlwve description of 
the line. 

Alternative Proposal to include A lagado and Gorai in British Territory. 

From T. AVcrda the frontier will follow the watershed lictween the Eil Gololo and 
Uran Valleys lo G. Gomo. 

Thence to the eastern Shnnej Peak. 

Thence through the summits of K. Godaloni, G. Gora, G. Saki, and G. Hobodn to 
the northern edge of the Gorai Crater. 

Thence to the summit of G. Soi. 

Thence to the summit of G. Afurr. 

Thcnco as before. 

C. AV. GAVYNN, Major, II.E. 


Inclosuro t in No. 60. 

Mr. Zaphiro to Major Gtrynn. 

Sir, Poll llainngloo, Moyale, August 10, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour of sending you some notes on the Mnhommcdnn and pagan 
tribes inhabiting Hie districts in British territory from the junction of Gannlo and 
Daua Rivers until Rudolf. 

1 have already sent to llis Majesty’s Minister in Adis Ababa reports on tho 
subject, hut four years' experience on the frontier has enabled me to correct some of 
niy earlier statements. 

The Mahoinmedan trilies except their different sections of their tribes. They 
have nothing interesting to say for themselves, whilst the pagan tribes have an 
enormous amount of very interesting customs and beliefs which 1 have taken note. 
But ns I am not sure if they will interest you, for the present I will try to bo ns brief 
as possible, giving you the namt - of the chief sections of their tribes, some of thoir 
customs, beliefs, Ate. 

I have, &c. 

PH. C. ZAPHIRO, 

B.8.P. Inspector. 


Inclosurc 5 in No. 60. 

Motes on Ike Mahommedan and Pagan Tribes inhabiting Ike Districts in British Territory 
from the junction of the Ganate and Daua Hirers to Lake tiudol). 


1. The Garre Marro. 

THIS tribe inhabits the following districts west of tho Ganalc and south of tho 
Daua: Dolo, Bantal, Dnssai, AVorwai, Eil Sliida, and Chenchol. 

“ The summit of Birioo Mountain m»y be taken u point where tho frontier of tho Egyptian Soudan 


No spoco for name on map 
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Table of ttie subdivisions of the Garre Marro, with the names of their chiels in 1009 
in brackets. 

Gaicrk Marro. 


Beahil Mahomed. Abdul Rahman. 


Mahomed GaUI 
[Garro Aden, 
Shako Karab, 
and 

MmIdauo Uoru |. 


Her Aujuran 
[AIto Aden 
IlamoiJ. 


Rer Au Nur 
[Buie Kobo]. 


The history of tiiis trihe according to the old chief* is this. Ten generations ago 
these people were Gabras, and used to inliabit the district of Burgan west of Maraabit 
(Hendile). It seems they did not agree with the tribes there, and they decided to come 
to Golbo, but being afraid of the Boran they used to live in the forest. The Boron 
called them tril>e of Worubessa (hyena) and killed many of them. After a time they 
decided to leave tho Boran country and retire to the east. They passed the Garre 
country unnoticed, and arrived on the banks of the Ganale River, where they have since 
lived. 

Some thirty years later some A nisi Galla of the Dabarro tribe were ill-treated by 
the Boron of Li ban, and after a fight decidid to go south. When they reached Dolo 
they found the above-mentioned Gabras, and in the course of time united with them. 
The Gassargondi tribe from Lugh, and the Garre front the west, obliged these p«-oplo 
to become I slants. Hence the name (Jarre Marro, which means Garie of the Marro 
country. They gave tribute respectively to the (Jarre Kuran aim to tho Abyssinian*. 

As their villages arc near the banks of the Rivera Ganale and Daua they cultivate 
matama (dura), using both banks of the Daua for the purnose. They hare fewcattle 
and theep. They arc armed with poisoned arrows. They have also small canoes, and 
use them for crossing people or animals f*»r a small fee. They arc peaceful, and are 
complaining bitterly against the Ogaden. Rer Afgab, and tne Marehan, who are in the 
habit of leaving their camels loose in their matama fields, and causing them great 
damage. 1 have lately given them eight Government Gras rifles lo protect their tribo 
from tlic Iter Afgab, who daily are.crossing the river with rifles. 

2. The Gaboiroin ( Gubahin ). 

This tribo inhabit the districts west of tho Ganale at Marbnroi, Guhitai, Bashalc, 
Kurtum, Wogedei, Shidle, Daigah, Hamara, Dirrib, Adailc, Barkalle, Hobau, and 
Worab (the principal crossing place to Lugh). 

Table of the subdivisions of the Gabowoin tribe with the names of their chiefs in 
1900 iu brockets. 


As^motf. Rer Kajx Gormoge. Beidanle. 


Gumn Edemad 

B uiian [Adau Musa], 
ullah]. 


Halnr Garre Au Bub 

Dubei Borrau fUaSMUi 
[Jibril fA Mullah Aljr«.]. 


“L. 


Yi Yana H.Jiya Garm.*win 

[Abfi Aden], [Ader Kobo]. 


With regard to their history, they say that eight generations ago they came from 
the east coast, detached from some Somali triln*, anil settled on the west hank of Ganale 
at Dirrib. They became friends with the Garro Marro and cultivated the west hank 
with matama. They are Mahommedans and have few cattle and sheep. 1 ' 10 >' are 
armed with poisoned arrows. The Garre Marro and the Gabowoin can produce 400 to 
600 warriors with poisoned arrows. 

3. 7 he Gnstaujonde. 

This tribe inhabits the districts of Gcbclye, Malmale, Dumau, Shcbane, Grass, 
Dolola, Garsau, and Gubutka, on the high ground about 10 miles west of the Ganale. 

Table of the subdivisions of the Gassargonde with the names of their chiefs in 1909 
in brackets. 


,L 


,i Win 


lUr Gent Dilute An Amin Gent —„ 
[Abdi ll.ju], [Abated tbao*n [Abdi Sur AIjo]. 
Kevoj. 


Au Qabob* 
[ Mahomed 
Omura]. 


Dulkamdau 
[Shoikli Abdi 
N'T). 


Geral Kur 
[Abdi Nur 
Alyo]. 


These people are supposed to have come from Bar Arab (Hndmmud), and have 
settled themselves at Lugh. When the Italians took possession of Lugh (Captain 
Bottego) tliey were not pleased, and with time they crossed the river to our side. 
Probably the country west of the Ganale is better for their camels. 1 hoy have a great 
number of sheep anil cattle, and little matama cultivation. They are afraid of the 
Italians, who consider them their subjects, and sometimes order them to bring camels 
or cattle. No Gassargonde chiefs come up to Morale. Sheikh Abdi Nur and Ins 
people are the only people who inhabit Lugh. They arc armed with spears and 
poisoned arrows, and can produce 200 warriors. 

4. The Shirmoije. 

This tribe is an outcast of the lUhwoin (Rahanwcin) trilic, who live east of the 
Ganale (Italian territory). They crossed tho river twenty yean, ago and settled with 
the Gassargonde. They are divided into two sections, the Iter .Mursnl Mnhoniid and 
Iter Ibrahim Abdi Nur.' Tliey refused to obey orders, saying they are Italian subjects. 
They nn- armed with spears and poisoned arrows, and are very fanatic. 1 hey can 
produce 100 to 150 warriors. They have camels, sheep, and few cattle, and inhabit 
the same districts as the Gassargonde. 

5. The Shehnl. 

Tiiis tril* is divided into two sections, tho Iter Au Kutub and the Her Au 
Hasvan. They are supposed to hat- come from limit (Ogaden) and settled near tho 
Ganale. They have camels sheep,and few cattle. Tliey obey no Government, hut they 
are |ieacefiil They are armed with spears, anti some have arrows, lhcy are 
Mahommedans. 

6. The Iter Afgab (Anlihan Ogaden). 

This tribe is supposed to be very numerous on the cast ride of the Ganale. For 
the last ten years they have given tribute to the Ahyssimans, but lately Dubbr 
Grass and three sections of the lior Afgab-tho Her Aha, Ber Fahiya. Her 
Dalai—with about 100 Gras rifles crossed the Ganale and tried to settle themselves on 
our side. But they did not agree with the Garre Kuran. having had disputes before, 
and several times they killed each other taking animals. Lately, when Major Gwynn 
requested Dubbr Ggass to give up Ids rifles, be preferred to cress the Ganale again 
rather than give them up; some of his people, however, refused to cross, and are 
staying for the present with the Marehan. The latest news which I had was that the 
Abyssinians of Dcjaj Balcha, having seen Dubbr Ggass on their side, have obliged 
him to go near the Web River with all his animals. 

[1675] 1 


7. The Marehan. 


This tribe is divided into two main sections, the Rer Hasson and Rer Isak. 

They extend for about 80 miles west of the Gnnale, and inhabit the following 
districts on the high ground : Birgim, Goff, Garba, Fawoin, Bambortu, Fuuicha, 
Uara Faro, Gushak Bar, Dabloi, and Bushul. 


Subdivisions of the Marehan. 


Her Wogmanhe. 


X 7 


Iter Ibrahim Rer Yusuf. Rer Gonmorwak 

[Galti]. [?]• 

[Princijal chiefs: Ad«-n IV-gowin, Yero Ali Gobawin. Ahm«! Aden Roble. Abdul 
Rahman Hanumi, llassan Cberer, Ali Oyau, Ibrahim Mahmud, and Mahomed 
Barawa.] 


Rku Isak [Galti]. 


C/arad. 


r T.bto 


Rer Ahmed. RcrFarah Rer Ali 
Ugaas. 

[Princijal chiefs: Hvssan I»iba. Chahan Faka Uasaan. Mahmud Garebai. Samatar Ileyi, Shire Jama, 
Chebcr, Bulhan Unman Barre. and Klmi Huruf.] 

The Midgans [Wondorolvo hunters), popularly calle<l Bon Marchan, are divided 
into two sections, the Rer Haber Yakub and the Rer llaurarsam. Their chief is an 
old man named Magan. 

The Man-ban tribe are supposed to have come from the Ogaden country eight 
generations ago, and settled themselves on the aliovo-mentioned districts on the west 
of Gnnale. They were peaceful and friends with the Garre, until live years ago some 
Bon Marelmn came from Ogaden with fifteen rifles and news from the Mullah. 
They sold their rifles and returned to Ogaden, reporting that the Marehan were a 
very rich people. News travels fast in this country, and before long Marehan from 
Ogaden (followers of the Mullah) ran away with their rides and arrived on the west 
of Gnnale, hence the name given to the Iter leak—Galti, which means new. 

The Galtis, having rides and no animals, commenced to loot, not only the tribes 
near their districts, hut also their relations the Iter llassan. The Her Hasson then 
were obliged to send people to Ogaden and buy rifles to protect themselves against the 
Galtis. When the Rer llassan bought some fifty ntles the Galtis became friends with 
them, and never again raided the Rer llassan. 

Lately the Galtis looted the Rer Afgab, or the Gnbadana, a tribe under the 
protection of the Rer Afgab and the Garre Kuran, taking a great number of animals 
and killing three men. The Garre returned the compliment l»y killing about ton 
Galti, and the country wns in a state of war when the Boundary Commission arrived 
in the country. The Rer Isak at that time promised to be peaceful, hut since then 
they have killed five Garre and looted over 000 camels. They never returned to the 
Garre animals previously looted, ns they engaged to do, and for the present the 
country is not sarc. 

Concerning the Rer Isak Galti, I venture to suggest that measures ought to be 
taken by His Majesty’s Government to disarm these |x*opIe. Once the Galti give over 
their rifles the others will follow the example. 

I f they arc not disarmed quickly, the other tril»-s, specially the Garre, will be tempted 
to buy rifles from the cast; and they are not to 1 m- blamed, as tbev have many times 
asked protection against the Galti from the Government. Latelv, to prevent the 
Garre from buying rifles, l have given Aden Chaha six Government rides and eight 
to the Garre Mnrro to protect themselves against the Isak Galti’s raids. 

If His Majesty’s Government should give me permission, I can take some Abvs- 
sinians and Bonin and disarm these people before it is too late. I can assure the 
Government that no expense would occur, as the Abyssinians and Boran would be 
paid rrom the raided animals ; whilst if His Majesty’s Government decide to send a 
regular punitive expedition,it will cost the Governmental! enormous amount of expendi¬ 
ture, and then the country is not practicable for the purpose. We must do something 
very soon, otherwise there will be over 600 rifles in the country. Now they don’t know 
how to lire, aud it would be easy; after some time it would be difficult. The best 


time to go down would be when the Ganale River is full, so a9 to prevent them from 
going to the Italian side. They can produce ovor 1,000 warriors with spears, and they 
have over 200 rifles. 


8 . The Garre. 

This tribe is divided into two main sections, the Gam* Tuff and Garre Kuran (or 
Kuraniaua). They inhabit the south hank of the Dana River from Malka Ro to 
Muddo, thence to Eil Wak and Takahha in the south to Gaddaduma in the east, and 
across the frontier to Guba Gullgullo in the north. 


Subdivisions of the Tribe. 

Gariu Terr. 

J |>[. r } L Ret itl-r Rer Rer Rer R«r 8®* , 

Sebure. Kalula. Tawule. TubadL Galwoina. Makabile. Mcda. Abdu OaL D«J.o. Odomai. 
[ThU subdivision is under Ali Abli, and live* cliielly in the country w.«t of Muddo and F.il Wak.] 


Ganur. Kckax. 


r Rer Lvm. Rer ItirUjs. Rer dIt*™. Rrr ULtoyk ^ T ' r "’ B °' °' K ° 7 * 

[Thi. .ubdiriatoo L* under Ado. Club., ud lire cliioilj iui o( Muddo .nd Kil Wuk.l 


The Garre arc supposed to have come WO years ngo from Somaliland, and to 
hnw «7tleH?the .bo?Emonlion«l district,. At that time the Boran, who used to 
be in Lilian, took possession of the Boran highlands and commenced to ra " 1 
The litter returned the compliment, and for year, these two tribes were nt war. 
Finally the Garre submitted to the Botnn. and a friendship sprung up between them. 
Under the understanding that no Horan should inhabit tlie Garre country, the Gmro 
undertook 'top”’, early tribute to Gedu. chief of Sabbu lh.ran. Later st,II some 
Itomu went as far as Kii Wak and lieeamc friends with the Garre by giving to tho 
latter their eirls to marry. When the Abyssinians took possession of t ie Horan 
country the Horan of F.il <V.k and Golbo were forerf to come up to. the highland; 
Sfhlf the present Itomu population to the north of the frontier were born in 

G r, The G^»S,:lu , Al^ r Tim Ga-Ubii. speak 

thc 

Kiven < liFm' S six t (^^rnment^'iflwi'lo'piiitect^h'iuiscir' 1 'l-iUdy r i°rwi.dved l re|iorU 

T "° y 

AWU-lSSf of Garre Tuff is a good man 
hilt ,turn'd Aba Woncssa, a former Abyssinian customs official, is staying now with 
Heis a GanTty birth, aud eery clever. lie rendered mo great service, 
during Hie frontier dispute with the Abyssinians. I recommend him warmly to tho 
notice of His Majesty’s Government. 


9. The Yabeina (DagodC,. 

This is one of the most unsettled tril.es in the country. Half of tlm Yabema Uto 
north of the Dana Hirer, whiUt the other half are sometimes to be found at Muddo, 
Taka bio, or Wojcira. 
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Subdivisions of the Yabeina with their chiefs. 


RerFal R.r uibrail Rer Msshan H-r Mural® Ker Mahcaod 

[Osuiaa (Jala). [Suleiman Yusuf], [ikuMo], [.Mim Nut). [Abdallah Mahomed]. 

This tribe are said to hare come recently from the east of the Web River to the 
Garre country. Old Aua Chaba Alyo took them under bis protection, but, haring an 
enormous amount of camels and sheep, they preferred to come up as lar as 
Gaddaduma. They are not liked by the Garre of Ali Abdi, nor by the Bonn of 
this country. . , . .. - 

The Iter Mahmud for the present inhabit the country of n ojeira, but daily i 
receive complaints against them from the Horan. 

They are altogether over 11,000, armed with spears. 


10. The Ajuean Halhula. 


Table of the subdivision of the tribe (names of chiefs in brackets). 


Degawnln. Nadir. 


Makdoro. 


(Tbia nration at present lives east of 
thn tIannis River in Italian lerrilory, 
at Doyl,(sulgale,aad llai,aboutaomilre 
Mat of Kardera.) 


Emin. Rcr Aubor. Roc Her Sibc. 
AMTgL 

(Live at EU Wak and Takabba.) 


JhT 

[Bari Sadeko.) 


Gaabe. Sheki. 


Jlbltal 


Molina Garjeie Aujabdo 

(llu&u'in rilt-li [Arifota 

I lac be]. RoUe]. Bnkej. 

(Lire at Woictra and a few hour* 
south of Moyalc in the Golbo.) 


Altogether thcro arc no more than 200 houses, and can produce about 150 to 200 
warriors (spearmen). 

The history of this tribe is this. About 400 years ago four Ajurnn, with two 
women and four camels loaded with cloth, came from the east of the Canale from 
a place called Hawoia to Liban, where they met Bonin. After with great difficulty 
making the Boran understand what they wanted, they were accepted by the Bonn 
of that country. These Ajuran since married Bonn women, and have established 
themselves on’ the highlands. After some time Welmega people arrived from the 
cast and united with their brothers. They gave a tribute of two tobca cloth for 
each house to the chief Anna, hence the name Ajuran Gonna. They s|H*ak the 
Horan languages, hut they are Islams. The Garrcn who inhabit I-.il Wak and 
Taka him speak a dialect of ’the Somali language, hut tiny all know Bonin. 

When Mr. Butter’s expedition arrived in Boran all the Ajuran retired to Golbo, 
and since then have lived in British territory. They are very peaceful people .and 
carry spears. The Gilbaris have poisoned arrows, and are iu the habit of.hunting 
elephants; their ivory is sent to Kismayu, Bardora, and Lugh. These people when 
hunting are very fond of rhino meat. They wore rich in cattle, hut lately rinder- 
pest wiped out all their herds. They have camels and sheep, and obey Government 
orders readily. 
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Names of the twelve Islam raontlis. 


liltmol Africa. 


2 . Furan 

3. J'i'liul 

4. Arafa 

5. Pika.. 

6. Rodjab 

7. UowfcMt 

8. MUjobora 

9 . Milyodaha 

10. Milyodoiibe 

11. Aou Ownan 
1*. Shaban 


.. Rama-tan 
.. Sbowei 
.. KlGooda 
.. Hllaga 
.. Mouharam 
.. Saffer .. 

.. Kabiya Kw.-l 
.. Kabiva A her 
.. GoumatKwel 
.. Goumat Abec 
.. BsMb.. 

Sbaban 


October. 

November. 

December. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

K ’L 
. 

June. 

July. 
Augusts 
, September. 


You will noliee that the name, differ from the ordinary Mahommodan months. 
The days of the week are the same. 


Pagan Tribet South of the Frontier. 


1. The Sakuge. 


Table of the subdivisions of the Sakuye (names of chiefs in brackets). 


Mal.rana 

[Maddara 

B—0- 


■IT 

[Kant.]. 


Tollo. Yirwa 

[Bubs Bobs). 

Ll Maioba 


SI.io.hiro 
[links Bora 
Bavgaya] 




their^r-t chief was P^W-iedi^t ifiev send fourteen men 

milk ; then they proclaim the .leel..<“H »' -crcd dav is tho big 

The poor they mnU „ k , firewood on the front of their houses and 

25ET£T^"i“ofS.,:Tanking Wak Uumy. . (Bhu* God) for having 

[1675] 
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peaceful people. When they firet came to Golbo they had to give tributes to the 
Bornn Chief Sabbu, and since four generations gave the same to Geddu's ancestors. 

When r first came in this country the Sakuyo were the only tribe which obeyed 
orders readily, and were pleased to be rid from Geddu. They speak the Boran 
language, but their days of the week and month are similar to the Isloms. 

They are armed with spears, and inhabit the districts of Eil Wak, Takabba, Buna 
Battelu, Wojeira, and Debel. Their principal chief for the present is Dido Kuno, a 
very good man, who rendered mo great services during my difficulties with the 
Ahyssinians. This man I recommend to the notice of His Majesty’s Government. 
The Sakuye can produce, if need be, 1,000 warriors. 


2. The Gabbra ilelmbe. 

This tribe is divided in three sections : (1) the Galbo, (2) Garrn, and (3) the 
Algana, They inhabit the districts west of Movale, at Torob, G. Torbi, Ifumbalo, 
Furroli, and sometimes are to Ire seen at Korolf "and near ltudolf. They arc very 
rich in camels and sheep; they have few cattle. They speak the Boran language, and 
it is said thoy come from the direction of Rendilc. Their customs and beliefs arc 
similar to that of the Sakuye. 

3. The ll'a/la Tribe ( ii’ondorobo). 

These iieoplo ore divided in two sections, the Watta Shama and the Watta 
Ileigan. They are divided in dilToront sections in the Boran tribe. They live in the 
forest, killing elephants for meat, and all kinds of other animals. They are altogether 
no more than 300 in numbor. They speak the Boran language, and carry .very long 

spears. 

4. The Itoran ( Oromo ). 

This trilrc is found in all the districts from Lilian to Wojeira, and from Cuba 
Gullgullo westwards to Tertale. 

It is one of the most interesting pagan tribes in Southern Abyssinia. 

It is divided into two main divisions, the Sabbu and the Gonna. 
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For the remaining sections of the Boran tribe I am not in a position for the 
present to report, although I have notes; but wishing to he exact, I prefer to report m 
a future time. The history, customs, and beliefs of this tribe is very long; 1 will try 
to give you a sketch of it which might interest you. 

From time immemorial the Oromo Boran used to inhabit the districts north and 
south of Abyssinia. When two mammoth andropliagous visited their districts they 
had to give them daily victims. To escape from those beasts some went to Bccho, 
Salali, and Adda, and some to Media and Obichu and Gallan (Abyssinia), whilst 
some went south to Lilian. The mammoths followed the latter to Lilian, and used to 
eat daily numberless people, until there remained only thirty Boran on a hill named 
Namdu’r, north of Lihan. One day the mammoths visited the house of two brothers— 
one was clever, whilst the other was a warrior. The clever man was able to make tho 
mammoths quarrel ns to how they must divide the two brothers; whilst the warrior, by 
the name of Gadayo, put his two spears in the fire and, waiting an opportunity, 
killed both mammoths on the spot. Since then the Boron of the Lilian prospered, and 
it is said that, except the Abyssinians, who have rifles, no one could fight with the 
Boran of Lihan. 

With time they came down from Lilian to the present^ Boron highlands, which 
thev found occupied by tho Kore (Samlmro), Kendile, anil Konso tribes. After some 
fighting the Konso retired to the north (at Gardula), whilst the Kore and Kendile 
went south. The other Boron, who went to the north, were forced by the Abyssinians 
to become Christians, and some are still Oromos in the alxivc-moutioned districts. 

When the first knlu (priest) was born it was noticed that a snake and a black 
bullock were present; hence the Boran worship snakes. At a certain period (just 
now geddu is at Jam Jam for the ceremony) all the chiefs and geddu go to a forest 
near Jam Jam with their snakes, which they then set free, keeping one male and a 
female for purposes of propagation. A great sacrifice of animals, bullocks, Ac., 
follows, and they return to Kamyu. 

Guyo Anna, the Gonna knlu, does the same. The Sabbu snake is called " butte,” 
whilst the Gonna is “boflb”; both the Worm kalu of Sabbu and Gonna are not 
allowed to kill any snakes on the road. 

The Boran are polygamist. All the children of every Boron under the age of 60 
ore given by tho chief rnhn (who lives in Lilian) to the hyenas. They say that the 
knlu in his dream saw Wnk Gurova (black God), who said to him that if he want* 
his tribe to he great and have many cattle ho must give all children born from young 
girls and men to hyenas. Hence they say. although we give our children to the 
hyenas (by the order of God), we ore more populous and have more cattle than the 
other tribes. 

The Boron have an enormous amount of cattle and hones; few camels and sheep. 
They used to lie a lighting trilie until the Abyssinians came twelve years ago with 
rifles and took their country. Now they are very peaceful, and would lie glad if they 
were rid ol the Abyssinians, who tax them heavily. 

We have over 500 houses of the Boron Sabtiu and Gonna south of the frontier 
who inhabit the Golbo and Wojeira. They carry heavy spears, and our Boron can 
produce 500 to bOO warriors. 

The Boran have no weeks; their month consists of twenty-seven days. I am 
giving the names of the days and the twelve months, hoping they might interest you. 
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Times of Ibc Year. 


On the 15th 

the snail t 
Small rmin*. 
Sun. 


YVozebedji (July) .. 
Obora Oud* (Au^-u't) 
Obora Tika (September) 
Bin (October) 


i Italia (March).. 
Bitotras (April) .. 
Tehamsa (May) 
Buff. 


(W> 


I believe I have written what it seems to me to lie interesting on the tribes 
inhabiting the south of the frontier line, except the Kggi Ogaden, who inhabit tho 
districts south of Wojeira as far as Kismayu, ami the Kendile and Kore (8amburo), 
who inhabit the districts at Marsabit and west of Guaso Xyiro Kir. 

I have, &e. 

PH. C. ZAPHIRO, 

B.6.F. Inspector. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 60. 

Note by Major Gwynn. 

I REGRITT that many of the names mentioned in this report are not given on 
the map. 

I would suggest that Mr. Zaphiro lie supplied with a stock of tho new frontier 
maps so that he will be able in future to attach a copy to his reports with names 
entered in their approximate position. 

With reference to Mr. Zaphiro’* suggestion that ho should lie allowed to make 
a punitive raid for the purpose of disarming the Marchan Rer Isak Galti, although 1 
fully share his views ns to the danger of the continued arming of the Somali tribes, 
I cannot recommend that the proposal should 1m- adopted. 

Mr. Zaphiro’* Abyssinians are without any regular discipline or training, and it 
would lie difficult to restrain them from committing excesses. Moreover, the Somalis 
look on the Abyssinians as their natural enemies, and there would he little chance of 
the tribal chiefs assisting Mr. Zaphiro. 

Even were such an expedition successful, it would not produce permanent results 
unless a regular administration is established. I would agnin urge the necessity of 
establishing an administration. 

If this is done promptly I believe that a British officer with a small body of 
trained men—not Abyssinians—could s< cure the assistance of the tribal chiefs and 
efTect a general disarmament without fighting. If matters an? allowed to drift, sooner 
or later punitive measures in a difficult country will be necessary. 

C. W. GWYNN. 


[42354] 


No. Cl. 

Sir F. Btrlil to Sir ErUvant Grfjr.— (Rrcrirrd November 19.) 


Paris, November 18, 1009. 


(No. 39. Africa.) 

WITH reference to in.v despatch No 7, Africa, of the 12ili February, I have tho 
honour to tnnamit to you herewith, extracted from the “ Journal oflicicl of lo-day'a 
date copies of a law extending consular jurisdiction to French nationals and protected 
persons in Abyssinia. j |, avc , Sc . 

FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[1670] 


X 








Inclosure in No. 61. 

Extract from the “Journal officicl" of November 18, 1909. 

Loi variant Ertemio a de la Juridiclion contulaire am Reaortuunle et aui P rattyt 
franrait dam r Empire de I'Ethiopie. 

I,E Serial ot In Chambro dee Deputes out adopte, 

1.0 President do la Rcpubliquo promulgue la lot dont la teneur suit 
Article unique .—Les dispositions dos lois ct reglomenla concernant la juridiclion 
dos consuls do Franco dans les Echelles du Levant ot dans les Flats barbaresques, 
notamment cellos de l’ddit do 1778, pour la juridiction civile, ct de la loi du -8 mat, 
1836, on matiere correctionnelle et cnminolle, sent applicables aux consols do France 
on Ethiopia. Les consuls connaitront, conformcnient a ces dispositions, do toutes les 
affaires ontre lea ressortissants oil proteges framjais. Lis affaires. de quelque nature 
qu'ellos soient, entro les ressortissants ou protege*] franonis et les sujetsi abyasins soront 
rdgldea conformdment aux dispositions de 1 article 7, nlineas .. a 5, du unite du 

10 T-Tpr&cnte loi, deliMree et adoptee par lo Sonat ot par la Chambro des Deputes, 
sora cxdcutde coramo loi do l'Etal. 


Fait il Paris, le 10 novombre, 1909. 

Par lo President do la RtSpublique: 

Lo Uinistre des Affaires Flmngcrcs, 

S. Pi chon. 

Lo Garde dee Sccoux, Ministro de In Justice, 

Lotus Bahthou. 

Lo Ministro du Commerce et do l'Industrio, 

JKAN DUPUY. 


A. FALLlfcRES. 


[425331 


No. 02. 


Colonial OJice lo Foreign Office.—(Recited November 20.) 


8jr Doming Street, Nocember 19. 1909. 

' 1 AM directed by the F.nrl of Cretvo to request you to inform Secretary 
Sir K. (1 rev that his Lordship has had under Ins consideration your letter of tho 
27th September, in which was enclosed a copy of a letter from Major ' vjn 
containing a memorandum dealing with the situation on the , r ' 

Abyssinia, and proposed changes m the boundary line between Abyssinia and the 
protectorates of the Fast Africa Protectorate and Uganda. 

2. bird Crewe agrees that Major Gwynn s line should lie accepted, and tho 
modification of the frontier between Uraii and I^ke Stophamo proponed bjr him 
claimed, and that the Abyssinian Government should bo "‘formed, “ 

proposes, as to the line west of Lako Rudolf. Tho Director of Military Operations, who 

hns been consulted, concurs in this opinion. .... ,i_ 

3. It is presumed that a communication will be addressed to tho Abyssinian 
Government on tho subject without delay. 

1 am, occ. 

G. N. F1DDES. 


[42354 ] No - ° 3 - 

Sir Edward Urey lo A/r. Tnesiger. 

if r ° 110 - ) Foreign Office. November 26, 1909. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 of the 19th Februaij- Inst, I transmit u,you 
herewith a copy of a despatch from Ills Majesty's Ambassador* enclosing tho French 


law of the 16th instant extending consular jurisdiction to French nationals and 
protected persons in Abyssinia. ... ... 

I should wish to have your views as to whether in your opinion it would bo 
desirable to arrange with the Abyssinian Government, under articlo 4 of tho Anglo* 
Abyssinian Treaty of the 14th May, 1897, that British subjects should bo placed on 
the same footing’ as French citizens now are by article 7 of tho Franoo-Ethiopinn 
Treaty of the 10th January, 190S, or whether it would not bo better to negotiate for 
an arrangement which would ensure a British litigant not being exposed to the 
anomalies of tho Abyssinian law and the ignorance and corruption of Abyssinian 


judges. 


should ascertain the views of your Italian colleague on this question. 

I am, Ac. 

E. GREY. 


[ 43343 ] 


No. 04. 


Lord II. Ilerceg lo Sir F.dtrard Greg.—(Received November 27.) 

^No. 72.) ^ Adis Ababa, November 5, 1909. 

' I HAVE the honour to report that the Emperor Monclok is gradually recovering 
from the paralytic seizure referred to in my recent telegrams. For two days bis lire 
hung in the balanoe, and it was at one time believed that ho must succumb. Another 
such attack is likely to prove fatal. . , . i 

As soon as il was known that the Emperor was seriously ill strong guards were 
posted round the business quarter to prevent any disturbances ; most of the business 
house* closed theirdoor* as a precaution, whilst a panic took place amongst the Greeks 
and Armenians, who were afraid to go to work ns usual. In the market, where goods 
are sold in the open, a few thing* were stolen, but this looting was soon stopped, in 
order to prevent the looting of such goods during the present unsettled state of things 

the usual open markets are now held outside the town. 

The authorities in Adis Ababa seem now fully prepared for any ordinary 
emergency which may arise, and I do not anticipate any grave danger either to tho 
foreign merchant* or to the legations, unless a state of chaos ensues at a later stage 
should anv of the great chiefs revolt. If any danger to this legation is to bo 
aunrelienJed it must be looked for from the protection still given by Ills-Majesty s 
Government to Greek subject*. This question has been fully dealt with in previous 
despatches; no decisive action, however, has boon taken in the matter, and with tho 
crisis now imminent it is unnecessary for me to pursue the theme further. 

Within the last few days a recrudescence of opposition to Llj Iyasu ns future 
Emperor has liccn noticed. Primogeniture is not strictly recognised in Abyssinia, oi 
there would Ik- many claimant, with a better right to the throne than Llj Iyasu. 
Those at present spoken of as having some following are Ba aiiibarna lier", grandson 
of Saifu, third son of 8chali Selassi, sixth hmg of Slioa ; Dcjas lalfari. son of Has 
Makunan. whose mother was the fourth daughter of Scliali Schi-si; and Pitaurari 
Tave, descended from the fourth son of the same King. . . 

’ Of these TnlTari, by far tho most popular, is credited with not personally desiring 
the throne, whilst either of the other two. although unimportant in themselves, might 
serve for those malcontents, who scent Mahommcdanism in Llj Ivasu, to rally round. 
Ill the meantime lias Miknil with a large army is said to bo marching towards tho 
capital to protect the interest, of his son. 

Great political unrest exists, and daily arrests are made of poraonago. of more or 
less importance. One of the latest to lie shut up is Matafarui, until lately Minister of 
the Palace, who seems to have fallen out with the Queen. Ras Guksa is also said to 
be under snspicion. Ihave, &c. 

HERBERT 1IERVEY. 
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[44123] 


No. 65. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received December 3.) 


gj Donning Street, December 2, 1909. 

' I AM directed by the Secretory of State for the Colonies to transmit lo yoo ^for dto 
information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, with reference o letter to the Colonial 
Office of the 39th September, a copy of a confidential despatch from ac "“« 

Uganda, on the subject of the movements of Abyssinian* in the Uganda 1 rotectorate. 

am ’ FRANCIS J. S. 1I0PW00D. 


Indosurc in No. G5. 

Acting Governor Bogle to the Earl of Cretee. 

Kr 1 " 10 Uganda, October 25, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the following extract from. " 
report by the district commissioner, Mbale. on the movement of Abyssinian* in tins 
protectorate:— 

2. The presence of Abyssinian* on the Kuroni river is confirmed. . 

3. At the beginning of August, three Abyssinian* were at Llmdi Chudi in Ibibossa. 

Chudi Chudi is some three hours north from Ukuta which is “'“^"'",'3 
These men were waiting the arrival of Suloman-biu-Abdullah, who, they stated, owed 
them 70 frnsilas of ivory. .. ,_,_ 

4. Sulomnn-bin-Abdullah is a Swahili up on an outlying district licence from tore. 

5. Reports luivo been received that Abyssinian* were also at Lotlnli, marked on map 

l0 " R C U Total’number of Abyssinian* present in Dabossa in June estimated at forty, 
seven of whom visited M. Angoloismloa' camp all armed with Gras rilles and 

plenty of ammunition. „ . , . , _ 

7. Majority of Abyssininns roaming over horomojo roported to be terj poor, an t 
living on what they cau shoot. 

I have, Ac. 

ALEXANDER BOYLE. 


[44990] 


No. 66. 


Lord H. Ilerreg to Sir F.dicard Greg.—{Received December 11.) 

‘ ' Adis Ababa, Xoeember 18, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Captain Barrett arrives! at Moyale on the . 
23rd October last, to lake charge of the southern frontier during the absence ol 
Mr. Zaphiro, who left for Adis Atelrn on the 27th October. . 

As all Mr. Zaphiro’* soldiers, with the exception of six, refused to engage lor 
further service under Captain Barrett, Captain Aylmer of the King s Afnran Rifles, 
with an escort of sixty men, will remain on the frontier until a fresh lot of Abissinians 
can lie recruited from here and sent to relieve him.. 

Captain Barrett appears to lie uncertain whether he should receive his instructions 
from this legation or from British East Africa, having been sent to Morale without 
orders of any kind, except that ho should relieve Mr. Zaphiro. In view of the 
necessity for this legation to Ik- kept informed of all occurrences on the frontier, 

1 have requested him, failing instructions from the Protectorate to the contrary, to 
consider himself as occupying the samo positiou with regard to tho legation as 

No information has been received here as to how the additional expenditure 
which has to lie incurred owing to Mr. Zaphiro’* stay; in A.lis Abate with the necessary 
witnesses for proving his accusations against Abyssinian raiders is to lie met, m 
presume that the unavoidable increase beyond tho authorised annual grant will 
be sanctioned. , 

Mr. Zaphiro reported the arrival of the Abyssinian Boundary C ommission at 
Morale, and stated that through his representations all the natives and animals which 
Walda Gabriel had taken from the country in dispute had been returned, me 


commissioners wore expected to leave Moyale on their way to Lake Rudolf on the 
28th October, and Herr Schubert hoped to reach Adis Ababa by the end of 
February 1910. . , ... 

Fitaurari Hapta Giorgis recently told me ho was very much dissatisfied with the 
dilatory manner in which Herr Schubert was proceeding with the work, and from 
what he said it appears that much of the surveying and mapping work is being done 
entirely without their instructions. Herr Schubert reports regularly to the German 
Legation, and the German Minister speaks of him as though he were under his orders. 

I have, Ac. 

HERBERT HERVEY. 


[45437] No- 07. 

Proclamation by Emperor Menelek.—(Received at Foreign Office December 14, 1909.) 

THE Lion of tho Tribe of Judah hath prevailed. 

Menelck II. King of Kings of Ethiopia, made ruler by God. 

O vou people of my country, even Ethiopia, tnv children, brothers, and my 
beloved.' Through God's' kindness I have hitherto ruled my country without lining 
offended by you. and on account of your love to mo and for tho sake of your unity our 
country Ethiopia has not lieen trodden under foot by any enemy. 

As I formerly told vou. I now again inform you that, if the will of God I* SO, my 
son Iyasu, tho son of Lady Shewn Raga, who on the father's sido is born by lias 
Michael, sec he is tho heir to the throne. And I gave you lias Bltwodad Iessiuna in 
order to bring him up. Iyasu is the one who shall hold my throne. I have no other 
son. I do this in order to save you from trouble during tho tune 1 remain in tho 
house. But if any person takes Iyasu while 1 still live and leads him to do evil tilings, 
I curse that man with the curse of Judas Iscariot and with tho excommunication of 
Aritis. May the earth swallow up tho person who docs not obey my command. let 

And vou officislifand soldiers, big and small, whom I have brought up and whom 
1 have made rulers, if you disobey my command, 1 curse you. And the man who does 
not follow my son (after me) when I am gone, him I curee. And he, Iyasu, it lie 
disotevs your will, fathers and brothers, and if he does evil thiugs without a cuusc, 1 
curso both Iyasu and his tutor, Has Bitwodad lessama. 

Adis Ababa, Onober 211, 1902 
(October 30. 1909). 


Minute by Mr. O. Clerk. 

This is a translation of the proclamation issued at the time of Menelek’s last 
seizure—30th October, 1909. , , , 

The wording is quite good, but its importance lies in the definite appointment of 
Iyasu by name. 

December 8, 1909. 


[45857] 


No. 08. 


£0.75.) 


Lord II. Hertey to Sir Eduard Grey.—{Received December 18.) 


Adi* Ababa, November 27, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, according to my latest information, M. Hallot, 
tlie representative of the French railway company, has now secured the formal assent 
of his companv for that portion of the line which is to lie constructed in Abyssinian 
territorv to te'undcr the control of the Abyssinian Government, and for the work to 
be carries! out under their supervision. M. Brice on being asked whether the French 
Government agreed to this is said to have replied in the affirmative. 

The agent of the Trust Company, who is also Reuter s agent, informs ine that, in 
his latter capacitv and at the request of the Abyssinian Government, lie has cabled to 
Baris a verbatiin'rcproductioii of M. Ballot's letter officially agreeing to the Abyssinian 
demands as above expressed ; the telegram is tote published in the hrcnclii papers. 

[1675] 1 
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The publication of this message must have the effect of making the French Govern¬ 
ment tleclaro themselves one way or another. , , , 

I hear that the Italian Minister was recently approached by the Abyssimana, who 
were proposing to demand, it. addition to tl.e 2,300,000 fr. already provided for, a 
largo sum of money in reimbursement of the cost of the earthworks undertaken by 
them in the vicinity of the capital. Count Colli's advice to them was to 'Murtonlyon 
the first item, which has always been considered as a debt owing 
to renounce all idea of asking to be remunerated for their work on this side, lie went 
further, and recommended to them that the lino to lie constructed from Adis Ababato 
the llawash should Is- Abyssinian in the same degree as the line from Jibuti to the 
frontier is French, and he was subsequently informed that his advice had been taken, 
and a note as drafted by himself on the aliove lines sent in to the French representative. 
He was unable to asceriain for certain, however, whether this had in fact been done 

° r '"According to reports from the Hritish consular agent at Dirodawn, work at that 
end has been completely suspended for some time owing to divergences of opm.on as 
to the route which should be taken. It seems probable that all the work of t erre- plein 
construction and clearing already undertaken will he useless. W ith all th™ nc 
difficulties arising, the hopes which had been entertained for an early start at worn in 
earnest appicar to have been previous, and the fact that the s.atutes have still U) be 
revised and approved docs not make the outlook any brighter. On the other hand, he 
French officials here are even to-day declaring that all these questions widi the 
AbyssinimiH have lieen arranged, and denying all assertions as re fresh difficulties. 

"’HERBERT HERVEY. 


p.S.—Aa mail closos 
enclosed. 


a copy of telegram referred to has been received and is 

U. U. 


Incloaurc in No. 68. 

Telegram sent by Reuter $ Agent. 

I'Alt les pouvoirs quo j'ai re^ua de la Compagnio du Chemin de Fer franco- 
ethionieii do Djibouti ii Addis-Ababa, je declare par la presente quo la convention du 
chenun de for passbe enlre le I louvcrnemont franjms et la compagme, vuc et approu' co 
par le l'arlcmont le 3 nvril, 1309, ne pourra jais elre cousidereo en aucuu cas par e 
(io.ivernement elhiopien coniine nyant force de contrat pour ce qm ‘ 

construction et Sexploitation du chemin do fer en tcmto.re ithiopicn a partir de la 

fr "" l ."e' Ml engage fournir an Oouvernciiiont elhiopien uno confirmation de cettc 
declaration ecrite par le president do la compagiile.* Jo "i engage, en outre. a faire 
modifier, conformemcnt mix stipulations de I article 0 ' l ," | .~ ^ 

toutos les clauses dcs statute de la compagnie qm, s il en exibte, no sentient pas 
conformed au contrat.—II allot. 


[45641] Na l19 - 

Sir Edirard Greg lo Sir. Thrriqrr. 

ff 0 ' 184,) Foreign Office. December 22, 1900. 

’ I HAVE received Lord H. Horvey's despatch Xo. 07 of the 23rd October last 
reporting Mr. Zaphiros action in regard to three Horan chiefs whom he found 

iU,r f^ireW ap°prere t Mr. l t;phin,'s proceedings on this session, trad I have read 
with satisfaction I lord II. Ilervey’s favourable account of the activity and zeal displayed 
by that officer on the southern frontier. J ^ 

am ’ £ GREY. 


This loiter has now boon refilled in writing by pr.-sidonl end boerd diroctors of cwniwny. 





